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• Any other academic degree qualification and appropriate experience (assessed using the regular 
RPL procedures) approved by the Senate  

• Depending on your previous training and experience, the Postgraduate Committee of the Centre for 
Bioinformatics and Computational Biology may prescribe additional studies. 

Programme Content 
Independent research on an approved topic as determined by the supervisor(s) and leading to a thesis is 
required. The main supervisor must be a member or an associate member of the Centre for Bioinformatics 
and Computational Biology. This programme consists of a 100% thesis. 

Compulsory Module 
Subject 
Number 

Module 
Code 

Credits Module Name Semester 

14165 828 180 Thesis Bioinformatics and Computational 
Biology 

Both 

Assessment and Examination 
After completion of the research you must submit a thesis for examination to the satisfaction of the 
appointed examiners and do an oral examination. See also section 2.2 in this chapter for general information 
on the MSc degree at the Faculty of Science. 

Enquiries 
Programme coordinator: Prof Hugh Patterton 

Centre for Bioinformatics and Computational Biology 

Tel: 021 808 2774 

Email: hpatterton@sun.ac.za 
 
 
 

6.1.3  Structured MSc in Bioinformatics of Infectious Diseases and Pathogen 
Genomics   

This is a new programme that has been submitted for approval to the Department of Higher Education and 
Training (DHET) and accreditation by the Council on Higher Education (CHE). The programme will be offered 
only after it has been registered with the South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA), probably in 
2025/2026. For more information on the programme, please contact sdyers@sun.ac.za. 

6.1.4 PhD in Bioinformatics and Computational Biology  
Programme Code  
14166 − 978 (360) 

Programme Description 
A publication-ready dissertation containing the results of your independent research is required. See also 
Section 2.3 in this chapter for general information on the PhD degree at the Faculty of Science. 
 

6.2 Department of Biochemistry  

6.2.1 BScHons in Biochemistry   
Programme Code 
11053 – 778 (120) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• An applicable BSc degree with Biochemistry 214, 244, 315, 345, 365, Bioinformatics 312 and 

Biochemistry 323, or Bioinformatics 322 or equivalent third-year Biochemistry modules.  

• An average final mark of at least 60% for third-year Biochemistry.  

• Proficiency in both written and spoken English.  

Closing Date for Applications 
Apply online at https://student.sun.ac.za by 31 October of the previous year and submit all supporting 
documents where applicable. Late applications can be submitted until 30 November. In exceptional cases, if 
there are any places available, applications will be considered until the beginning of the academic year. 

If you are not an SU student, please note that your application may take longer to process due to the 
verification of qualifications. Therefore, apply early.  
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