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degrees in various biological fields, but also provides you with key skills applicable to different market-
orientated career choices. The programme places emphasis on three aspects in the educational process:  

• The development of a satisfactory knowledge base;  

• The development of a wide-ranging practical and theoretical capability; and  

• The development of a professional scientific-methodological and ethical approach.  

The programme includes theoretical work, seminars, practical tasks, independent research work and 
independent consultation of the broader biological literature. An honours student, it is required from you to 
attend departmental seminars and to serve as an undergraduate demonstrator. 

Programme Structure 
The programme consists of three components:  

• A research project;  

• A generic scientific skills module; and  

• Theoretical topics in biodiversity science. 

Duration of Programme 
The normal duration of the programme is one year, but under exceptional circumstances and at the 
discretion of the department, it is possible to repeat a module. The programme begins with the start of the 
academic year. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Modules 
Subject 
Number 

Module 
Code 

Credits Module Name Semester 

66184 715 24 Generic Scientific Skills 2 

55867 717 60 Research Project Both 

12249 796 36 Theoretical Topics in Biodiversity Sciences Both 

Assessment and Examination 
• Assessment includes two oral examinations, written examinations, assignments, book reviews, 

seminars, a research project, and the production of a popular article.  

• For successful completion of the honours programme, you must complete the generic scientific 
skills module, modules on theoretical topics in biodiversity science and a research project. 

• You must pass each of the three components with a final mark of at least of 50%. 

If you fail a theory-based module in the honours programme, you may apply to repeat this module in the 
following year. You may obtain a subminimum of 40% for only one of the theory-based modules, but the 
average of the skills modules and theory-based modules still needs to be above 50%. However, the research 
project cannot be repeated and if you fail it, you will not graduate with an honours degree. 
 
 

6.3.2 Postgraduate programmes in Botany  

6.3.2.1 MSc in Botany  
Programme Code  
59404 – 878 (180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A BScHons degree in Biodiversity and Ecology or an approved equivalent qualification. 

• The Department may also require supplementary study such as formal classes and/or seminars on 
specific aspects from you. 

See also Section 2.2 in this chapter for general information on the MSc degree at the Faculty of Science.  

Programme Description 
Independent research on an approved subject as determined by the supervisor(s) and leading to a thesis is 
required.  

Programme Content 
This programme consists of a 100% thesis. 

  



Disclaimer:  

The content above comes from the 2023 Science Calendar (Yearbook). Make sure to 

consult the full Science Calendar to see this extract in context and to check if there 

have been any changes. Take special note of additional information in the Calendar 

under section 1. Summary of Postgraduate Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-Science.pdf
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