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3.1.6. MMil in Security and Africa Studies  
The programme allows for one of two modes of study, both under the guidance of a supervisor. 

• Option A:  

• a thesis with prescribed reading in preparation of a research proposal; and  

• an oral examination and submission of an article for publication in an accredited journal; or 

• a paper at a subject conference or a graduate seminar. 

• Option B:  

• a structured self-study programme culminating in a thesis. 
 

3.1.6.1. MMil in Security and Africa Studies (Option A) 

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers at the School for Security and Africa Studies, one of the following 
degrees is required: 

• a BMilHons degree in Security and Africa Studies with a minimum final mark of 60% in each subject; 
or 

• any other honours degree with Military History, Strategic Studies, Political Science or another 
appropriate subject as major, with a final mark of 60% in each subject.  

Duration of Programme 
You must complete the programme after one year of full-time or two years of part-time study. 

Programme Structure 
Depending on your academic background, you select a research theme in consultation with your supervisor, 
who consults with the subject group as well. 

This research theme leads to a research proposal, which must have a definite focus on Security and Africa 
Studies and which in turn leads to the writing of a thesis. 

Programme Content 
A thesis (180 credits) in which you demonstrate the ability to undertake independent, scientifically 
responsible research.  

The thesis must comply with the guidelines of the University.  

An oral examination.  

Your thesis must be preceded by a literature study leading to a research proposal, which you must present 
at a Faculty of Military Science graduate research colloquium. 

Publish, or submit for publication, an article on the study theme in a DOE-accredited journal or present a 
paper at a subject conference or graduate seminar. 
 

3.1.6.2. MMil in Security and Africa Studies (Option B) 

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers at the School for Security and Africa Studies, one of the following 
degrees is required: 

• a BMilHons degree in Security and Africa Studies with a final mark of at least 60% in each subject; or 

• any other honours degree with Military History, Strategic Studies, Political Science or another 
appropriate subject as major, with a final mark of 60% in each subject.  

Duration of Programme 
You must complete the programme after one year of full-time or two years of part-time study. 

Programme Structure 
The programme consists of three compulsory modules, as determined by the supervisor, as well as a thesis 
based on an approved research proposal.  

You select your research theme in consultation with your supervisor. 

The research theme for your thesis should be based on the prescribed modules. 

The research proposal must have a definite focus on Security and Africa Studies. 

Programme Content 
• Module 1: Strategy in the Contemporary World (Strategic Studies) (30) 

• Module 2: Conflict in Africa in the Twentieth Century (Military History) (30) 

• Module 3: International Conflict Resolution and Peacekeeping (Political Science (Mil)) (30) 
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• A thesis (90 credits) in which you demonstrate the ability to undertake independent, scientifically 
responsible research. The thesis must comply with the guidelines of the University. 

 
 

3.1.7. MMil in Technology  

Admission Requirements 
• An applicable BMilHons degree in Technology with a final mark of at least 60% in the major subjects; 

or 

• any other relevant honours degree that has been approved for this purpose by the Programme 
Coordinator, with a final mark of at least 60% in your majors. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme is presented over at least one year for full-time and two years for part-time students. 

Programme Structure 
You must submit a thesis with a credit value of 180. You are also expected to write a relevant research article 
for publication or for presentation at a conference. 
 
 

3.2. MPhil in Defence Studies  
Offering of this degree programme is subject to the availability of staff and the number of students. 

Admission Requirements 
• An appropriate honours degree, a PG diploma at NQF level 8 or a professional degree; OR 

• a B degree with applicable experience assessed by means of SU’s recognition of prior learning (RPL) 
process as outlined in the SU Policy for Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) and Credit Accumulation 
and Transfer (CAT) (2017). 

Duration of Programme 
The programme stretches over at least one year for full-time students, and two years for part-time students. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory modules 
Defence and International Politics 14274 844(30) 

Defence Policy and Strategy 14275 844(30) 

The History of Defence in South Africa 14276 844(30) 

Research Assignment 14277 844(60) 
 

Elective modules  
Choose two of the modules (= 30 credits) from the table below. 

Defence Management 14278 844(15) 

Military Sociology 14279 844(15) 

Defence Economics 11700 844(15) 

Defence and Geography 14282 844(15) 

Military Organisational Behaviour 14280 844(15) 

International Law: From Human Rights to 
Humanitarian Law 

14283 844(15) 
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2.9.5. Nautical Science  

Military Oceanography  12766 771(20) 

Operational Oceanography 13570 771(20) 

Project Management** 51993 744(20) 

**The Project Management module resides under the BMilHons in Organisation and Resource Management. 

 

3. Master’s degrees  

3.1. Master of Military Science (MMil)  
To apply for this degree, you have to possess one of the following: 

• a BMilHons degree at Stellenbosch University, or any other honours degree approved by Senate for 
this purpose;  

• upon written request, you have been allowed by Senate (or the Executive Committee acting on 
Senate’s behalf) to register for the MMil programme; 

• an approved research curriculum and/or advanced study of at least one year (after having obtained 
the above-mentioned honours degree) at Stellenbosch University or any other institution approved 
by Senate; and 

• submission of a satisfactory thesis. 

3.1.1. MMil in Military Science (Research)  
This degree is interdisciplinary, with a broad focus on military and defence-related topics. 

Admission Requirements 
A BMilHons degree, or a degree in a cognate discipline, with a final average mark of 60%. If you do not 
possess a BMilHons, you may be requested to undertake guided reading before you are admitted to the 
programme. 

Duration of Programme 
This MMil programme runs over two years on a part-time basis. 

Programme Structure 

The degree comprises two phases: 
• (1) the successful completion of the module ‘Interdisciplinary research methodology’ and the 

successful defence of a research proposal; and 

• (2) the completion of a thesis on a military-related topic as well as the submission of a journal article 
on the same topic. 

Programme Contents 
Compulsory for all candidates: 

• Interdisciplinary research methodology (30) 

• Thesis (150) 
 
 

3.1.2. MMil in Military Geography  
The programme allows for one of two modes of study, both under the guidance of a supervisor. 

• Option A: a thesis with prescribed reading in preparation of the research proposal. 

• Option B: a structured self-study programme rounded off with a thesis. 
 

3.1.2.1. MMil in Military Geography (Option A) 

Admission Requirements 
• A BMilHons in Military Geography with an average final mark of at least 60%. 

Duration of programme 
The programme is presented over one year full-time or two years part-time with regular contact sessions 
between supervisor and student. 

Programme Contents 
You select an approved research topic with prescribed reading in preparation of a research proposal in 
consultation with your supervisor. The prescribed reading must lead to a thesis (180) in which you must 
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