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Compulsory modules  
Learning in Higher Education  875(20)   

Perspectives on Higher Education 875(20)   

Research in Higher Education* 875(20)   

Research Thesis 874(120) 

*  Research in Higher Education is presented with a view to formulating the research proposal for your MPhil 
thesis.  

4.2.2 MPhil (Lifelong Learning)  

Specific admission requirements  
a) For admission to the MPhil (Lifelong Learning) programme, you must:  

• have an appropriate honours degree (with an average of at least 60%) and have been employed in 
an adult education and training environment for at least two years;  

or  

• have completed another academic-professional study combination equivalent to an honours 
degree, which Senate deems suitable for admission to this programme, and have been employed in 
an adult education and training environment for at least two years;  

or  

• have attained a level of competence in adult education, demonstrated through the process of 
evaluation of prior learning, which Senate deems sufficient for this purpose.  

b) In addition, you must have at least two years of involvement in Lifelong Learning, or other relevant 
experience that the Faculty deems to be equivalent, before you will be admitted.  

Selection  
The programme will be offered if a limited number of students can be admitted. The number is determined 
by the Department of Curriculum Studies.  

Closing date for applications  
• The closing date for applications is 30 September of the year before admission.  

• Applicants apply online on the following webpage: www.sun.ac.za/pgstudies. 

Duration and presentation structure of the programme  
• The programme is presented over at least two academic years.  

• The programme entails a combination of contact and other forms of teaching.  

• There are two contact sessions per year, one at the beginning of the year and one in the middle. 
Each session is a week long. 

• For the rest of the year, you do preparatory study, assignments and projects by means of blended 
learning, online group-work assignments, structured study guides, self-study packages and other 
forms of directed self-study.  

Assessment and examination  
• Taught modules: 

o The modules count 33.33% of your final mark. 

o  You must complete an assignment for every taught module. 

o You need a minimum of 50% in every module to pass the programme.  

• Research thesis: 

o The topic of the thesis falls in the field of adult education. 

o The thesis counts 66.66% of your final mark. 

o You may also submit your thesis for examination in the form of examined or reviewed 
publishable articles. 

Your final mark is calculated as the average for your assignments in all of the taught modules (33.33%), plus 
your research thesis (66.66%).  

Enquiries  
Programme coordinator: Prof P Rule 
Department of Curriculum Studies 
Tel.: 021 808 2297  E-mail: prule2015@sun.ac.za  

Website for more detailed information: www.sun.ac.za/chae  
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Programme contents  
The primary aim of the programme is to equip you with the knowledge, skills and attitudes to be able to 
function effectively in adult and/or community education and training institutions as a lecturer, learning 
facilitator or adult-education professional.  

The secondary aim is to equip you with the research skills to do further advanced study at doctoral level and 
to be able to undertake research in the field of adult-education studies. This aim includes the capacity to 
function as a researcher in your professional context.  

Anchor module  
Lifelong Learning  879(180)  

You must do the following four compulsory modules of which the research thesis is one. The topic of the 
thesis must fall in the field of adult education and training and you must consult with you appointed 
supervisor when choosing your topic.  

Compulsory modules  
Learning in Adult Education  875(20) 

Perspectives on Lifelong Learning 875(20)   

Research in Lifelong Learning* 875(20)   

Research Thesis 874(120)  

*  Research in Lifelong Learning is presented with a view to formulating the research proposal for your MPhil 
thesis.  

 
 
 

4.2.3 MPhil (Research)  

Specific admission requirements 
You must satisfy at least the admission requirements for the MPhil (Higher Education Studies) (Structured). 
Furthermore, you will be selected on the basis of prior research experience and outputs. 

Requirements for obtaining the MPhil (Research) degree 
For this degree you must: 

• submit a research thesis (100% full thesis) worth 180 credits. The length of the thesis is normally 
between 40 000 and 50 000 words, presenting a substantiated argument which does not 
necessarily make an original contribution.  

• do an oral examination on the subject area of the thesis. The topic is chosen in consultation with the 
supervisor concerned. 

 
 
 

5. Doctoral programmes  
For the statutory requirements relating to doctoral degrees, rules and provisions relating to matters like the 
submission date of dissertations, the number of copies to be submitted and other requirements before a 
doctorate may be conferred, as well as matters like the continuation of registration, interrupting of doctoral 
studies and the code of conduct for the supervisor and student, see “Postgraduate Qualifications” in Part 1 
(General Rules) of the University Yearbook. Detailed guidelines regarding initial contact with departments, 
the preparation of a research proposal and progression of postgraduate studies are provided in the Student 
Guide for Postgraduate Study, available on the Faculty of Education website under the heading Postgraduate 
Programmes. These guidelines must be read together with the information presented below. 
 
 

5.1 DEd  
A DEd is the acknowledgement of a body of high-quality work produced by a senior academic over time 
(see Requirements below). It is in the Faculty’s discretion to invite an academic to submit such work, 
including an introductory and concluding section, under the supervision of an appropriate, full-time 
academic in the Faculty, appointed by the relevant committee. The DEd differs from a PhD by publication in 
that it represents work that has already been published in high quality, national and international journals and 
books, over a period of time. 
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Postgraduate programmes  
1. Summary of postgraduate programmes  
Below you will find a schematic summary of the postgraduate programmes offered in the Faculty of 
Education. 

Postgraduate qualification Programme Distinctions within a programme 

Postgraduate certificate Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) 

Postgraduate diplomas Postgraduate Diploma in  • Higher Education in Teaching and 
Learning 

• Mathematics Education 

• Science Education 

Honours degrees BEdHons • Curriculum Inquiry 

• Education Development and 
Democracy 

• Educational Support 

• Foundation Phase Education 

• Language Education 

Master’s degrees MEd MEd (Research) 

• Curriculum Studies 

• Educational Support 

• Education Policy Studies 

MEd (Structured) 

• Curriculum Studies 

• Educational Support 

• Psychology 

• Educational Psychology 

MPhil MPhil (Structured) 

• Higher Education Studies  

• Lifelong Learning  

MPhil (Research) 

Doctoral Degrees DEd  

PhD • Comparative Education 

• Curriculum Studies 

• Educational Psychology 

• Educational Support 

• Education and Training and 
Lifelong Learning 

• Education Management 

• Education Policy Studies 

• Environmental Education 

• Higher Education 

• History of Education 

• Language Education 

• Philosophy of Education 
 

2. Postgraduate certificate and diploma programmes  

2.1 Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)  
The aim of this programme is to provide educators for the Further Education and Training Band (Grades 10 – 
12). Our programme has been approved by the Department of Higher Education and Training, accredited by 



Disclaimer: 
 
The content above comes from the 2025 Education Yearbook. Make sure to 

consult the full Education Yearbook to see this extract in context and to check if 

there have been any changes. Take special note of additional information in the 

yearbook under section 1. Summary of postgraduate programmes.  

 

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2025-Education.pdf
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2025-Education.pdf



