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1 Coetzee, G. and Barnes, H. (2009). Johnny Boskak is feeling funny, and other plays. Scottsville, South 
Africa: University of Kwa-Zulu Natal Press, p.88.  

“And what were we, us white men, with God on our side, our backs 

to the wall and our arses on the line on the southern tip of darkest 

Africa. What were we? 

 

Whatever we were, and whatever it was that we were part of, in 

the end it left its mark on each and every one of us. Some wear 

that mark with pride. Some try hide it. Some don’t even know it’s 

there. The mark of Cain. The mark of having been part of a 

machine. Stamped on us like a serial number…” 1 



My brother aged about 7 years old wearing SADF pattern 70s webbing and holding an R1 rifle (1970s) 
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Personal photo with neighbourhood friends (1974) 



Toys guns, SAAF Mirage Airfix plastic model kit and Matchbox WW2 plastic soldiers 
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Action Man doll modelled on a WW2 US soldier (1966 – 1996) 
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UK weekly war comics Battle & Warlord (1970s – 1980s) 
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Rocco De Wet – Grensvegter photo comic books (1980s) 

SLIDE 5A 



KAPTEIN CAPRIVI, HUSIGENOOT 1976 
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Krygshelde – War Heroes comic strip from Rapport Newspaper (1980s) 



Boetie op Manoeuvres (1985) 
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Call-up papers and school cadet uniform for Pinelands High (1980s) 
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The Secondary School Cadets system was established 

in the mid 70s and fell under the auspices of the SADF.  
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“I didn’t play rugby. That’s what everyone else did. I wasn’t 

being a rebel; I was just reclusive enough to never need to run 

around in packs. Instead I became a marksman, and it was at 

high school, while standing next to my shooting coach at a 

regional Bisley (that’s a shooting competition) that I watched 

young Afrikaans kids in Cadet uniforms march in ranks down 

the hill towards their positions on the shooting range. ‘There go 

the Hitler youth’, my coach said to me.” 3 

3. Source: https://justkickingstones.wordpress.com/tag/school-cadets/ 
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School Cadets – Rondebosch High (1980s) 
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Conscript  photos from SA Army Basic Training in the SADF (1980s) 
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Conscript  photos from SA Army Basic Training in the SADF (1980s) 
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SA Navy conscripts: Bierman Company, SAS Saldanha (1990) 

Film: Kodak E3 Slide film, Camera: Minolta XG 1, no flash 

SLIDE 12 



“Beach party”, SA Navy conscripts: Bierman Company,  

SAS Saldanha (1990) 

Film: Kodak E3 Slide film, Camera: Minolta XG 1, no flash 
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“Route march”, SA Navy Conscripts, Bierman Company,  

SAS Saldana Naval Base, Feb. 1990 
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“Route march”, SA Navy Conscripts, Bierman Company, SAS Saldana Naval 

Base, Feb. 1990 
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SA Navy Conscripts, Bierman Company, SAS Saldana Naval Base, Feb. 1990 
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SAS Simonstown, Marine Naval Base inspection 
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Film: Kodak E3 Slide film, Camera: Minolta XG 1, no flash 

SA Navy Conscripts, Bierman Company, SAS Saldana Naval Base, Feb. 1990 
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SA Navy Conscripts, Bierman Company, SAS Saldana Naval Base, Feb. 1990 

Film: Kodak E3 Slide film, Camera: Minolta XG 1, no flash 
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SADF Facebook Groups 
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NRCC – Re-eactment Cluc 
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Kadet Orkes (1979) 
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Thank you 


