
Post doc position
Department of Conservation Ecology and Entomology
Stellenbosch University, SOUTH AFRICA
We invite applications for a post doc in Applied Entomology in the above-mentioned Department.  The position is available from January 2025 or as soon as possible thereafter and is a full-time position.  The position is available until March 2028.
Project title: Production and product development of entomopathogenic nematodes for small and medium sized enterprises in South Africa.
Background and Objectives: 

This post-doc project aims to continue to drive previous research into EPN commercilisation in South Africa by providing proof of concept of EPN production for small and medium sized enterprises. This project will help to initiate the first stage of commercial development of an EPN product. Research will take a two-pronged approach of mass production for small scale production for small and medium sized companies, and field-trial application of the mass produced nematodes from the biphasic solid method. The mass production aspect will continue to improve and scale up the already established in vitro liquid mass production protocol in flasks and will make use of the biphasic solid production method, an ideal production method for developing countries that have cheaper labour costs and requires far less apparatus.

The field trial and behavioural ecology aspects will explore using the product in greenhouses and in field settings. Trials will also be done with industry partners to ensure its efficacy against various key insect pests such as False Codling Moth, Codling Moth, Weevils, Fungus Gnats, mealybugs and tephritid fruit flies. Furthermore, the post-doc student will endeavour to seek additional funding for this project for Master’s and PhD students to create a team of researchers based at Stellenbosch University, and to seek international collaboration, with the end goal to be the establishment of a proof of concept for local small to medium sized commercial enterprise establishment, and an affordable, local product for South African growers 

Requirements:

· PhD in Entomology or Zoology or equivalent (obtained within the last 5 years)
· Prior experience in Applied Entomology, in particular mass rearing of entomo-pathogenic nematodes.  Experience with entomopathogenic fungi will be an advantage.
· Good analytical and practical skills

· Valid driver’s license
Please submit your curriculum vitae with the names of two referees, academic record and a short (one page) description of your research interest and/or previous research experience to:
	Prof Pia Addison (pia@sun.ac.za)

Dept of Conservation Ecology and Entomology

Stellenbosch University

Private Bag X1

Matieland, 7602

SOUTH AFRICA

Tel:  + 27 21 808 4671

Website:   http://www.cons-ent.com      


	
	


Deadline:  11 November 2024 
