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2.1.6. BMilHons in Public and Development Management (PDM)  

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers at the Faculty of Military Science’s Department of Public and 
Development Management, one of the following is required: 

• a BMil in Organisation and Resource Management with a final mark of 60% in the final-year PDM 314 
and 344 were taken as majors; or 

• BMil in Human and Organisation Development with a final mark of 60% in the final-year PDM 314 and 
344 were taken as majors; or 

• any applicable bachelor’s degree with a final mark of at least 60% for your major in the final year, 
provided that one of those majors be PDM/Public Administration. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme is presented over one year full-time or two years part-time with regular contact sessions 
between supervisor and student (depending on the availability of lecturers). You must attend all scheduled 
block modules. 

Programme Content 
You must have passed Research Methodology 745 before you may register for the Research Assignment. 

Compulsory modules 
Development Management 11698 745(15) 

Labour Relations 51659 745(15) 

Public Management 11699 745(15) 

Public Policy Analysis 10194 745(15) 

Civil Military Relations 11702 745(15) 

Research Methodology (PDM) 11701 745(15) 

Research Assignment 12976 745(30) 
 
 

2.1.7. BMilHons in Strategic Studies  

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers at the Department of Strategic Studies, one of the following 
degrees is required: 

• a BMil degree, with a final mark of 65% in the final year of study of Strategic Studies as major; or 

• another B degree in an approved related field of study, with a final mark of 60% in the final year of 
study. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme is presented over one year full-time or two years part-time with regular contact sessions 
between supervisor and student (depending on the availability of lecturers). You must attend all scheduled 
block modules. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory modules 
Research Methodology (Strategic Studies)  11690 744(30) 

Research Assignment: National Security of 
Southern African States 

11691 744(30) 

 

Elective modules  
Choose three of the modules (60 credits) from the table below or two of the modules (40 credits) and an 
approved module (20 credits) from the field of Military History or Political Science. 

Future and Cyber Warfare  13954 744(20) 

 Gray Zones and Hybrid Conflicts 14534 744(20) 

SA Defence Policy since 1994 11693 744(20) 
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Contemporary Military Theory 13955 744(20) 

Contemporary Peace Operations  13965 744(20) 

The Evolution of Operational Art 13957 744(20) 
 
 

2.1.8. BMilHons in Security and Africa Studies  

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers at the School for Security and Africa Studies, the following is 
required: 

• any BMil degree with Political Science (Mil), Military History or Strategic Studies as major, with a final 
mark of at least 60% in you major in the final year. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme is presented over one year full-time or two years part-time with regular contact sessions 
between supervisor and student (depending on the availability of the lecturers). You must attend all 
scheduled block modules. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory modules 
Research Methodology  51764 741(30) 

International Relations Theory 66429 742(20) 

South African Political-Military Profile in Africa 66737 743(20 

Research Assignment: National Security of African 
States 

66753 746(30) 

Elective modules 
Choose one of the approved modules (20 credits) from Military History or Strategic Studies. 
 
 

2.1.9. BMilHons in Technology  

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers at the School of Science and Technology, one of the following 
degrees is required: 

• a BMil degree in Technology with a final mark of at least 60% in each of your two major subjects in 
the final year; 

• a BMil degree in Technology and Defence Management with a final mark of at least 60% in 
Computer Information Systems, as well as in one of the following in the final year: Aeronautical 
Science (Mil), Military Geography or Nautical Science; or 

• any other relevant bachelor’s degree that has been approved for this purpose by the Programme 
Coordinator, obtained with a final mark of at least 60% in your major subjects. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme runs over two years (distributed in modules). 

Programme Structure 
The programme consists of the compulsory Research Assignment (code 66753) of 30 credits and a selection 
of modules applicable to the focus of the study, the credit total of which should be at least 90. You must 
obtain at least 50% of the total credits at the Faculty of Military Science. 

Programme Content 
You must select a majority of modules (that are also relevant) from one specialisation field listed below, 
which may be supplemented with modules from the other specialisation fields, as discussed with your 
lecturer. The modules in the Military Technology specialisation field can currently only be supplementary to 
other specialisation fields. In the specialisation field of Physics, you must follow modules at departments of 
other faculties, for which you must meet the stipulated requirements of the faculty or faculties concerned.  
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2. Honours degrees  

2.1. Bachelor of Military Science with Honours (BMilHons)  
This degree is conferred subject to the following provisions: 

• You have obtained a BMil degree at Stellenbosch University, or any other bachelor’s degree 
approved by Senate for this purpose. 

• Upon written request, you have been allowed by Senate (or the Executive Committee acting on 
Senate’s behalf) to register for the BMilHons programme. AND 

• You have followed the prescribed honours programme for at least one year (after having obtaining 
the above-mentioned bachelor’s degree) at Stellenbosch University, and you have completed the 
relevant examination successfully. 

2.1.1. BMilHons in Industrial Psychology  

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers in the Department of Industrial Psychology (Mil), the following are 
required: 

• a BMil degree in Human and Organisation Development, with  

o a final mark of at least 60% in Research Methodology and Psychometrics; and  

o a final mark of at least 60% in Organisational Psychology. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme is presented over one year full-time or two years part-time (depending on the availability of 
the lecturers). You must attend all scheduled block modules. 

Compulsory modules 
Military Career Psychology  66648 711(15) 

Military Psychology 66605 712(15) 

Human Resource Management 48054 713(15) 

Organisational Psychology 66621 715(15) 

Research Methodology and Psychometry 66656 742(15) 

Research Assignment 12974 742(30) 

Workplace Wellness  14144 714(15) 
 
 

2.1.2. BMilHons in Military Geography  

Admission Requirements 
Subject to consultation with the lecturers in the Department of Military Geography, the following is required: 

• a BMil degree (or equivalent qualification) with Military Geography as major subject, with a final mark 
of at least 60% in Military Geography in the final year of study. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme is presented over one year full-time or two years part-time with regular contact sessions 
between supervisor and student (depending on the availability of lecturers). You must attend all scheduled 
block modules. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory modules 
Philosophy and Research Methodology in 
Geography  

14986 742(15) 

The Geopolitics of Conflict 14988 742(15) 

Sustainable Security: ‘Green’ Militaries  14979 743(15) 

Terrain Analysis and Military Operations 14987 744(15) 

Urban Space: Geography and Warfare 14985 745(15) 
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General information  
1. History and functions of the Faculty  

1.1. History  
The Military Academy was established on 1 April 1950 under the auspices of the University of Pretoria, as a 
branch of the SA Military College (now the SA Army College) at Voortrekkerhoogte (now Thaba Tshwane). In 
1953, the Military Academy would move to Saldanha, under the trusteeship of Stellenbosch University, from 
which institution successful candidates would receive a BMil degree. In January 1961, the Academy became 
a faculty in its own right – the Faculty of Military Science of Stellenbosch University. 

1.2. Functions  
Stellenbosch University is the custodian of the Faculty of Military Science through a contractual agreement 
with the South African Department of Defence (DoD). The Faculty is located within the SA Military Academy 
in Saldanha Bay on the West Coast of South Africa. On our Campus, civilian and uniform members work 
together and learners are members of SA Army, SA Navy, SA Air Force, SA Military Health Services and 
members of the broader DoD. We develop the future military leaders of South Africa and our international 
partners such as Botswana, France, Mozambique and Namibia. 

We are the only Faculty of Military Science in South Africa and our Faculty members have the opportunity to 
develop expert knowledge in their respective academic disciplines. Our academic programmes are fully 
accredited by the Council for Higher Education and we own an accredited research journal (Scientia Militaria). 
Our Faculty members are engaged in teaching, conducting security-related research and being involved in 
community interaction with the DoD, academic institutions and civil society. 

The Faculty of Military Science has five academic schools: 

• the School for Security and Africa Studies;  

• the School for Defence Organisation and Resource Management;  

• the School for Human Resource Development;  

• the School of Science and Technology; and  

• the School for Geo-spatial Studies and Information Systems. 
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2. Qualifications offered at the Faculty  
 

 
 

3. Other services offered by Faculty  

3.1. Academic development  
• study and career guidance; 

• life skills development; 

• psychotherapeutic services; and 

• academic support services. 

3.2. Language service  
Informal isiXhosa, isiZulu, SeSotho, French and German courses are available on request to staff and 
students. 

  

Undergraduate programmes

Preparatory Certificate in Military Studies (PCMS)

Higher Certificate in Military Studies (HCMS)

HCMS in Human and  Organisation Development
HCMS in Organisation and Resource Management
HCMS in Security and Africa Studies
HCMS in Military Technology
HCMS in Technology and Defence Management

Bachelor of Military Science (BMil)

BMil in Human and Organisation Development

BMil in Organisation and Resource Management

BMil in Security and Africa Studies

BMil in Defence Intelligence Studies

BMil in Technology

BMil in Technology and Defence Management

Postgraduate programmes

Postgraduate diplomas

Postgraduate Diploma in Defence Studies

Postgraduate Diploma in Military Legal Studies 

Bachelor of Military Science with Honours (BMilHons)

BMilHons in Industrial Psychology 

BMilHons in Military Geography 

BMilHons in Military History 

BMilHons in Military Management

BMilHons in Organisation and Resource Management

BMilHons in Public and Development Management 

BMilHons in Security and Africa Studies

BMilHons in Strategic Studies

BMilHons in Technology 

Master of Military Science (MMil)

MMil in Military Science (Research)

MMil in Military Geography

MMil in Military History 

MMil in Organisation and Resource Management 

MMil in Security and Africa Studies

MMil in Strategic Studies

MMil in Technology  

MPhil in Defence Studies

PhD in Military Science



Disclaimer: 
 
The content above comes from the 2025 Military Science Yearbook. Make sure 

to consult the full Military Science Yearbook to see this extract in context and to 

check if there have been any changes. Take special note of additional information 

in the yearbook under section 1. Postgraduate diplomas.  

 

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/MilitaryScience-2025.pdf
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/MilitaryScience-2025.pdf



