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5.3.1.19 MMed Chemical Pathology 
MMed (Chem Path) 

Specific admission requirements 
The following specific admission requirement applies in addition to the general admission requirements 
for MMed programmes as mentioned in section 5.3.1 above: 

• For potential self-funded registrars:

o Official evidence of competence in academic English (e.g. IELTS band 7).

Duration of programme 
The programme extends over four years. 

Programme content 

First year 

Basic Principles of Chemical Pathology and Basic 
Biochemistry (FC Path(SA) Chem Part I) 

871(60) 

Molecular Pathology 875(10) 

Second and third year 

Section I 

Electrolytes, blood gases, liver functions and lipids 811(65) 

Section II 

Enzymes, proteins, tumour markers and inherited 
metabolic diseases 

843(65) 

Section III 

Endocrinology 872(65) 

Section IV 

Nutrition and trace elements, toxicology and 
immunology 

875(65) 

Laboratory Management 875(10) 

Research Methodology 873(10) 

Good Laboratory Practice and Medical Ethics 875(10) 

Research Assignment 876(120) 

Assessment and examination 

Part I 

• As a registrar you will only have two attempts at the FC Path(SA) Chem Part I examination.

• You may make the first attempt 12 months after commencement of the programme, but not later
than 18 months.

• You must successfully complete the Part I examination within 24 months of commencement of the
programme.

• If you do not comply with the above requirements, you will be excluded from the rest of the
programme and you will have to vacate your registrar position. Only in exceptional cases, and with
the submission of an appropriate motivation, will the Postgraduate Programme Committee of the
Division consider further attendance of the programme and continuation of your service in a
registrar post.
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Part II 

• The Health Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA) requires that you successfully complete the
single national exit examination to register as a specialist.

• The Division of Chemical Pathology acknowledges the FC Path(SA) Chem examination as equivalent
to and substituting the MMed (Chem Path) Part II examination.

• You must submit a portfolio of evidence as part of flexible assessment before the Part II examination
may be attempted.

• It, however, remains the responsibility of the head of the Division to confirm the following:

o successful completion of laboratory training time;

o submission of a completed portfolio of evidence;

o successful completion of the research assignment (MMed research project) according to the
regulations of the University in this regard; and

o successful completion of flexible assessment.

• To be admitted to the FC Path(SA) Chem Part II examination you must achieve a pass mark of 50% in
flexible assessment in each of the four sections (only two attempts per section will be allowed), and

the research assignment must be submitted for assessment. See the study guide for more details in 
this regard. 

• If you have not successfully completed the flexible assessment by the end of the eighth semester,
you will be excluded from the rest of the programme.

• If you are unsuccessful in the first attempt at the Part II examination, a 6-month extension may be
requested for a second attempt. If the second attempt is not successful, you will be excluded from
the programme. Readmission to the programme must be approved by the Postgraduate
Programme Committee, provided that the College of Pathologists has approved any further
attempts at the Part II examination.

• The first attempt at the FC Path(SA) Chem Part II examination must not be later than 48 months after
commencement of the programme. However, you may write the examination at an earlier stage if
you meet the requirements of the College of Pathologists.

• The MMed (Chem Path) Postgraduate Programme Committee may recommend that you be
excluded from further attendance of the programme if you do not attempt the FC Path(SA) Chem
Part II examination within 48 months.

• If you have not successfully completed the FC Path(SA) Chem Part II examination and the research
assignment within the maximum training period of five years of study, you may be excluded from
attendance of the rest of the programme.

Research Assignment 

• The research assignment must be presented in the prescribed format (the publication must either
be submitted or approved) and be approved by internal and external examiners.

• The research assignment carries a weight of 120 credits and contributes 25% to the final mark.

Final mark 

• The Part II examination will contribute 75% to the final mark and the assignment 25%.

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Prof AE Zemlin 
Tel: 021 938 4107    Email: azemlin@sun.ac.za 



Disclaimer:  

The content above comes from the 2023 Medicine and Health Sciences Calendar 
(Yearbook). Make sure to consult the full Medicine and Health Sciences Calendar to 
see this extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take special 
note of additional information in the Calendar under section Postgraduate 
Programmes.  

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-FMHS-Calendar.pdf

	Table of Contents
	How to use this Calendar Part
	1.1 Prospective undergraduate students
	1.2 Prospective postgraduate students
	1.3 Registered undergraduate students
	1.4 Registered postgraduate students

	General Information
	1. Core mission and functions of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences
	1.1 Our history
	1.2 Our Faculty structure
	1.3 Our vision

	2. Teaching, research, and clinical services and social impact
	2.1 Teaching
	2.2 Research
	2.3 Clinical services and social impact

	3. The Tygerberg Campus
	4. How to communicate with the Faculty
	4.1 Contact details of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences
	4.2 Contact details of the Dean’s Division and Services
	4.3 Contact details of Departments
	4.4 Faculty’s website

	5. How to communicate with the University
	5.1 Prospective students
	5.2 Current or former students
	5.3 Contact details of the University

	6. Language at the University

	Undergraduate Programmes
	1. Programme offering
	2. Undergraduate enrolment management
	3. The Situational Judgement Test
	4. Bursaries and loans
	5. Immunisation
	6. Dealing with assessment matters
	6.1 Assessment periods
	6.2 Discussing examination answers with lecturers
	6.3 Discussing assessment answers in tests of examination assessed modules, flexible assessments, and clinical or practical modules
	6.4 Re-evaluation of written examination scripts in examination-assessed modules
	6.5 Dean’s concession assessments

	7. Re-examination of modules followed in other faculties
	7.1 Programmes which contain modules in other faculties
	7.2 Programmes in other faculties which contain modules offered by this Faculty

	8. Readmission after unsuccessful study
	9. Special arrangements with regard to graduation ceremonies for MBChB VI students who repeat domains of the Late Clinical Rotations module
	10. Bachelor’s degree programmes
	10.1 Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBChB)
	10.2 Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (BOccTher)
	10.3  Bachelor of Science in Dietetics (BScDiet)
	10.4  Bachelor of Science in Physiotherapy (BScPhysio)
	10.5  Bachelor of Speech-Language and Hearing Therapy (BSL and HT)
	10.6  Bachelor of Nursing (BNur)

	11.  Sport Science programmes
	11.1  Bachelor of Arts in Sport Science (BA (Sport Science))
	11.2  Bachelor of Science in Sport Science (BSc (Sport Science))


	Postgraduate programmes
	1. Programme offering
	2. Commencement of postgraduate studies
	3. Recognition of prior learning and credit accumulation and transfer (RPL&CAT)
	4. Class fees
	5. Postgraduate programmes
	5.1  Postgraduate Diplomas
	5.1.11.1 Postgraduate Diploma in Critical Care Nursing: Adult
	5.1.11.2 Postgraduate Diploma in Midwifery
	5.1.11.3 Postgraduate Diploma in Perioperative Nursing
	5.1.11.4 Postgraduate Diploma in Primary Care Nursing
	5.1.11.5 Postgraduate Diploma in Mental Health Nursing
	5.1.11.6 Postgraduate Diploma in Nursing Education
	5.1.11.7 Postgraduate Diploma in Health Service Management
	5.1.11.8 Postgraduate Diploma in Emergency Nursing

	5.2  Honours degrees
	5.2.1.1 BScHons in Anatomy
	5.2.1.2 BScHons in Biokinetics
	5.2.1.3 BScHons in Clinical Human Genetics
	5.2.1.4 BScHons in Epidemiology
	5.2.1.5 BScHons in Hyperbaric Medicine
	5.2.1.6 BScHons in Medical Microbiology
	5.2.1.7 BScHons in Medical Physiology
	5.2.1.8 BScHons in Medical Virology
	5.2.1.9 BScHons in Molecular Biology
	5.2.1.10 BScHons in Morphological Sciences
	5.2.1.11 BScHons in Nuclear Medicine
	5.2.1.12 BScHons in Pathology
	5.2.1.13 BScHons in Pharmacology
	5.2.1.14 BScHons in Reproductive Biology
	5.2.1.15 BScHons in Sport Science (Performance Sport)
	5.2.1.16 BScHons in Sport Science (Kinderkinetics)
	5.2.1.17 BScHons in Underwater Medicine

	5.3  Master’s degrees
	5.3.1.1  MMed Anaesthesiology
	5.3.1.2  MMed Clinical Pharmacology
	5.3.1.3  MMed Dermatology
	5.3.1.4  MMed Emergency Medicine
	5.3.1.5  MMed Family Medicine
	5.3.1.6  MMed Internal Medicine
	5.3.1.7  MMed Medical Genetics
	5.3.1.8  MMed Neurology
	5.3.1.9  MMed Neurosurgery
	5.3.1.10 MMed Nuclear Medicine
	5.3.1.11 MMed Obstetrics and Gynaecology
	5.3.1.12 MMed Occupational Medicine
	5.3.1.13 MMed Ophthalmology
	5.3.1.14 MMed Orthopaedics
	5.3.1.15 MMed Otorhinolaryngology
	5.3.1.16 MMed Paediatrics and Child Health
	5.3.1.17 MMed Paediatric Surgery
	5.3.1.18 MMed Anatomical Pathology
	5.3.1.19 MMed Chemical Pathology
	5.3.1.20 MMed Clinical Pathology
	5.3.1.21 MMed Forensic Pathology
	5.3.1.22 MMed Haematological Pathology
	5.3.1.23 MMed Microbiological Pathology
	5.3.1.24 MMed Virological Pathology
	5.3.1.25 MMed Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
	5.3.1.26 MMed Psychiatry
	5.3.1.27 MMed Public Health Medicine
	5.3.1.28 MMed Radiological Diagnosis
	5.3.1.29 MMed Radiological Therapy
	5.3.1.30 MMed Surgery
	5.3.1.31 MMed Thoracic Surgery
	5.3.1.32 MMed Urology
	5.3.2.1 MSc in Anatomy
	5.3.2.2 MSc in Baromedical Sciences
	5.3.2.3 MSc in Bioinformatics and Computational Biology
	5.3.2.4 MSc in Biostatistics
	5.3.2.5 MSc in Clinical Epidemiology
	5.3.2.6 MSc in Cytopathology
	5.3.2.7 MSc in Epidemiology
	5.3.2.8 MSc in Food and Nutrition Security
	5.3.2.9 MSc in Human Genetics
	5.3.2.10 MSc in Implementation Science
	5.3.2.11 MSc in Infection Prevention and Control
	5.3.2.12 MSc in Medical Microbiology
	5.3.2.13 MSc in Medical Physics
	5.3.2.14 MSc in Medical Physiology
	5.3.2.15 MSc in Medical Virology
	5.3.2.16 MSc in Molecular Biology
	5.3.2.17 MSc in Morphological Sciences
	5.3.2.18 MSc in Neuroscience
	5.3.2.19 MSc in Nuclear Medicine
	5.3.2.20 MSc in Pharmacology
	5.3.2.21 MSc in Radiobiology
	5.3.2.22 MSc in Reproductive Biology
	5.3.2.23 MSc in Sport and Exercise Medicine
	5.3.2.24 MSc in Sport Science
	5.3.3.1 MPhil in Addiction Psychiatry
	5.3.3.2 MPhil in Adult Critical Care (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.3 MPhil in Cancer Science
	5.3.3.4 MPhil in Cardiology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.5 MPhil in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
	5.3.3.6 MPhil in Communicable Diseases
	5.3.3.7 MPhil in Community Mental Health
	5.3.3.8 MPhil in Developmental Paediatrics (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.9 MPhil in Emergency Medicine
	5.3.3.10 MPhil in Endocrinology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.11 MPhil in Family Medicine
	5.3.3.12 MPhil in Gastroenterology and Hepatology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.13 MPhil in Gynaecological Oncology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.14 MPhil in Haematology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.15 MPhil in Health Professions Education
	5.3.3.16 MPhil in Health Systems
	5.3.3.17 MPhil in Infant Mental Health
	5.3.3.18 MPhil in Infectious Diseases (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.19 MPhil in Maternal and Fetal Medicine (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.20 MPhil in Medicines Development
	5.3.3.21 MPhil in Mindfulness
	5.3.3.22 MPhil in Minimal Access Gynaecological Surgery
	5.3.3.23 MPhil in Neonatology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.24 MPhil in Nephrology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.25 MPhil in Neuropsychiatry – Clinical Neuropsychiatry
	5.3.3.26 MPhil in Neuropsychiatry – Old Age Psychiatry
	5.3.3.27 MPhil in Neuropsychiatry – Psychosomatic Medicine
	5.3.3.28 MPhil in Paediatric Cardiology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.29 MPhil in Paediatric Critical Care (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.30 MPhil in Paediatric Endocrinology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.31 MPhil in Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.32 MPhil in Paediatric Infectious Diseases (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.33 MPhil in Paediatric Medical Oncology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.34 MPhil in Paediatric Nephrology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.35 MPhil in Paediatric Neurology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.36 MPhil in Paediatric Pulmonology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.37 MPhil in Pulmonology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.38 MPhil in Reproductive Medicine (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.3.39 MPhil in Rheumatology (subspecialty programme)
	5.3.6.1 Master of Human Rehabilitation Studies (structured option)
	5.3.6.2 Master of Human Rehabilitation Studies (thesis option)
	5.3.7.1 Master of Nursing (structured option)
	5.3.7.2 Master of Nursing (thesis option)
	5.3.8.1 Master of Occupational Therapy (structured option)
	5.3.8.2 Master of Occupational Therapy (thesis option)
	5.3.10.1 Master of Physiotherapy (structured option)
	5.3.10.2 Master of Physiotherapy (thesis option)
	5.3.11.1 Master of Public Health Nutrition (structured option)
	5.3.11.2 Master of Public Health Nutrition (thesis option)
	5.3.13.1 Master of Therapeutic Nutrition (structured option)
	5.3.13.2 Master of Therapeutic Nutrition (thesis option)

	5.4  Doctoral degrees
	5.4.1.1 PhD in Bioinformatics and Computational Biology
	5.4.1.2 PhD in Sport Psychology
	5.4.1.3 PhD in Sport Science



	Subjects, Modules and Module Contents
	1. Definitions and explanations of important terms and language specifications
	1.1 Explanation of the abovementioned terms
	1.2 Condition for the granting of a qualification or degree

	2. Subjects, modules and module contents

	Research and Service Bodies
	1. African Cancer Institute
	2. Central Analytical Facility
	3. Centre for Cardiometabolic Research in Africa (CARMA)
	4. Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies
	5. Centre for Evidence-based Health Care (CEBHC)
	6. Centre for Global Surgery
	7. Centre for Health Professions Education
	8. Centre for Medical Ethics and Law (CMEL)
	9.  Centre for Research in Neurodegenerative Disease (CRND)
	10. Desmond Tutu TB Centre
	11. DST/NRF Centre of Excellence for Biomedical TB Research (CBTBR)
	12. Family Centre for Research with Ubuntu (FAM-CRU)
	13. Institute for Life Course Health Research (ILCHR)
	14. Institute of Sport and Exercise Medicine (ISEM)
	15. MRC Centre for TB Research
	16. Respiratory Research Unit (RRU)
	17. SUNHEART
	18. Ukwanda Centre for Rural Health
	19. Unit on Risk and Resilience in Mental Disorders of the MRC

	Alphabetical List of Subjects



