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Welcoming Week Schedule

Dear Aurorian,
A heartfelt welcome to Aurora PSO! We are
super excited to meet you and to have you join
our ever expanding Aurora family!
The welcoming period is definitely a highlight
for any new Matie and it will surely be one of
the best times of your life!
Aurora has given us some of our best memories
with friends who have become our family.
Aurora is a community where each Aurorian is
encouraged to be their own person and make
their own mark. We are a community that
strives
for
individual
growth
through
interactions with people from various different
backgrounds and walks of life. This is your
chance to make new friends and new memories!
We are so thrilled to have the opportunity to
begin this new chapter of your life with you. We
have planned a welcoming period full of fun
and exciting activities which we cant wait to
share with you.
All the best for the upcoming year, and we
hope to see your faces around!
Your welcoming leaders,

Erin & Azraa

Who Are We?
Who are we?
Aurora Private Student Organisation, established in 1981, is the oldest co-ed
community on the Stellenbosch campus. Over the past 37 years, Aurora has
strived to provide a safe and welcoming space for our members to grow and
live out a holistic student experience. In doing so, we do not only equip our
members with the necessary tools to ensure a successful university career,
but also provide them with a strong sentiment of unity and community by
creating an atmosphere of belonging. Aurora has often affectionately been
referred to as being a “home away from home”. Aurora boasts one of the
most diverse communities on campus, and we pride ourselves in providing a
platform for our members to voice their opinions and showcase their
heritage and culture through multiple opportunities across multiple
platforms,
including
critical
engagement,
kindness
campaigns,
multicultural dinners and leadership opportunities.
Aurora is an active student community, where you will be provided with the
same opportunities in terms of the Stellenbosch student experience and
activities that take place on campus as students who prefer to live in
university residences. Please do note that PSO’s do not provide
accommodation, and all PSO students should arrange their own
accommodation and transport, to and from their accommodation and
campus. Please take further note that the University does provide a shuttle
service to surrounding areas for students who live outside of Stellenbosch
for the duration of welcoming week.
Aurora has much to offer, and you will definitely be able to find your niche
within the House, whether it be sports, academics, culture, leadership, or
simply socialisation.
What are our values? Integrity, Unity, Individuality, Respect and Gees.
Where are we located?
8 Hofmeyr Street, Stellenbosch
Welcoming week stretches from Wednesday 02 February to 12 February
2022. Throughout this period the Aurora leadership team will help prepare
you for your journey to becoming a full-fledged Matie! We have worked
hard to develop a program for you to ensure that you will receive the best
possible start to your university career, and are well acquainted with
campus, lecture halls, town and have made a few friends before the start of
classes on the 14th of February. During these 10 days, we will assist you with
registration, getting your student card, and introducing you to all
Stellenbosch University has to offer. This week will also introduce you to
some people from other communities around campus through socials that
are incorporated into the program. The Welcoming period comes to an end
with the “Vensters” production, which is an age-old tradition where
newcomers put on performances with our Connect Partners. Our partners
for 2022 are Minerva Ladies’ Residence.

PLEASE BE AWARE OF STELENBOSCH UNIVERSITY'S
VACCINATION RULE

Registration is taking place in the
following order on 02 February
2022
08:50 for 09:00
Engineering (BENg)
09:20 for 09:30
Arts & Social Sciences (BA)
09:50 for 10:00
AgriSciences, Theology and B in Music
10:20 for 10:30
Economics and Management Sciences (BCom)
10:50 for 11:00
Education (BEd)
11:20 for 11:30
Sciences (Bsc)
11:50 for 12:00
Latecomers

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUPERVISED
UNDER STRICT COVID-19 PROTOCOLS AND SOCIAL
DISTANCING REGULATIONS WILL BE ENFORCED.
PLEASE WEAR A MASK AT ALL TIMES

Message from our
Primarius
Dear prospective Aurorians,
it will be our great pleasure to welcome you to Aurora private
student organisation in 2022. Now you may wonder, what is a
private student organisation, or PSO? PSO is there to provide you
with all of the other opportunities that a student living in a
residence may have. These opportunities include social activities,
sport, culture activities, social impact projects and many more.
The PSO is also a space where you can find your place in a smaller
community that forms part of the bigger Stellenbosch community.
This is extremely important as it is easy to get lost in the
Stellenbosch community as a whole because it is so big.
Aurora is a community where everybody is welcome and where
everybody can feel safe. It is a community where you will meet a
lot of really interesting people and where you will meet the
students that will be in class with you for the years to come. The
relationships built in Aurora can last a lifetime. It is however
important to note that we do not offer accommodation to our
members and it is their own responsibility to find accomodation
on and around campus.
Being

a

Matie

is

so

much

more

than

simply

studying

at

Stellenbosch University. It is important to stay focused on your
studies, but it is also important to enjoy your time as a student. We
thus encourage you to be an active member of Aurora to maximise
your gains from the PSO and the university.
We are looking forward to meet you during welcoming week so
that we can kick off your time at university with a fun experience.

Divan du Toit

MEET THE

TEAM

Primarius
& Vice Primaria
Divan du Toit | Primarius
Industrial Engineering
Leadership Development and Alumni Relations
Hi. my name is Divan du Toit, and I am in my Fourth
year of industrial engineering. I am the Primarius of
Aurora PSO and my accompanying portfolios are
Leadership Development and Alumni Relations. I will
be there during welcoming to ensure that everything
runs smoothly and to interact with all of our
newcomers. I will do my best to make sure that
Aurora provides you with many opportunities to
grow as a student and as a person. I will also be there
to encourage you to get involved in leadership
structures at the University and in Aurora. So now
that the serious stuff is out of the way I can tell you a
bit more about me. I am from Gauteng, and I went to
Hoërskool Randburg. I am a dancer and a runner, and
I recently started mountain biking (some people
might say that I spend more time falling off the bike
than on the bike). I love to hike in the mountains
surrounding Stellenbosch and to just walk around in
the beautiful town. I love a special at a restaurant,
and to my luck Stellenbosch has a lot to offer in this
category. I am really excited to meet all of our
newcomers of 2022 and to see every one of you grow
in Aurora.
Wilri Terblanche | Vice-Primaria
Postgraduate LLB
Critical Engagement, Discipline and Safety
Dear prospective Aurorian
Congratulations on being provisionally selected into the
Aurora community! I hope that your fellow Aurorians will
become an integral part of your university experience. As a
law student, I am very passionate about social justice and
human rights advancement. As vice-prim I hold the critical
engagement portfolio, which I would encourage everyone
to engage in, in order to leave university a socially
conscious global citizan. I also encourage you to give back
to your new community by participating in upcoming
social impact projects throughout the year. Aurora serves as
a platform to advance our members’ best interests and
provide our members with opportunities to participate in
campus life and engage with their fellow students through
culture, social impact, various sports teams, social events
and dances, and positional and non-positional leadership
opportunities. I can easily be recognized by my fabulous
mane, permanent resting murder face (spoiler, I’m actually
nice, come and have a chat with me), or eternal chill
attitude. The great panda is my spirit animal – fabulous
black & white outfit, eats & sleeps all day, sign me up. I
hope you thoroughly enjoy your time with Aurora, and I
look forward to meeting you all during welcoming!

House Committee
Azraa Jonkers | BA International Studies
Clusters, Socials, Welcoming
Hi there prospective Aurorians!
I’m Azraa and I'm very keen to meet all of you! My
main goal for the upcoming year is to have the best
welcoming week, to show you how amazing Aurora is
and all we have to offer you! I'm a short lil person
with big opinions. What I lack in height, I make up
for in jokes and sarcasm but I swear I'm friendly. I
love meeting new people and making friends so if
you ever need someone to chat to, I'm your girl. I'm
Aurora's resident cat lady, so if you ever have any cat
pictures please come show them to me. I'm a nature
lover who loves to stay in bed, it's a complicated life,
but I'm always ready for a spontaneous adventure or
a night in with some series. Sending all my love until
we get to meet! See you soon!

Andre Zander Niemand | BA Social Dynamics
Accountability, Culture, Social Impact, Sustainability
Hi there, I’m Zander Niemand, one of your house
committee members for 2022. I’m currently in my
third year of study, and my focus is psychology and
political science, with a minor in sociology. I’m the
house committee member in charge of Social Impact,
and Sustainability projects and initiatives. I’m also
your Culture HC for 2022 and I can’t wait to tell you
about all the amazing events that we have planned!
You’ll also get to know me as one of the elected
members of the Student’s Representative Council;
within which I am the Transformation Officer.
Welcoming week is an amazing experience, and I
know with such a phenomenal house committee
leading the way, the rest of the year will be an
exciting adventure. I can’t wait for you to meet the
team, and to become a part of the Aurora
Community. You’ll also get to explore Stellenbosch
University, and the amazing places and communities
that surround it. It’ll be an exciting year, and I can’t
wait to meet you!

House Committee
Darian Grant | BCom Management Science
Head Mentor and Academics
Hi everyone, welcome to Aurora! As your Head
Mentor, my job is to ensure that the mentors are well
equipped and are ready to help all of our potential
newcomers during the busy welcoming week as well
as throughout the rest of their first year. I love to
spend time with my friends as I make a point of
seeing at least one friend a day. I also enjoy playing
video games, both on computer and console, and my
favourite games are single-player adventure games.
Aurora is honestly the most amazing place filled with
the best people .

Erin Cameron | BA Social Dynamics
Connect, Seniors Committee, Welcoming
Hello everyone! Congratulations on your provisional
acceptance to Stellenbosch University and welcome
to the next chapter of your life. I am so excited to be
introducing you into our incredible community.
Aurora has been my home away from home, and I
hope that it will be yours too! If you are feeling a
little lost during welcoming week and need some
guidance, please come and find me! Either look for
the shortest HC member or follow the sound of the
word “duuuddeee”. I love everything to do with the
outdoors and the ocean runs through my veins. I am
an unashamed plant mom and need caffeine as soon
as I wake up. I cannot wait to meet all of you in the
upcoming year! Stay stoked!

House Committee
Chrishané Titus | BA Humanities
Vensters, First years and House dance
Hi Aurorians. I am a very passionate, kind-hearted
and energetic person and love to interact with others.
The Vensters production is one of the many
highlights during the Welcoming period. Through
the first years’ portfolio I will be helping you connect
with
the
larger
Aurora
community
through
leadership, by planning our own events. A first years’
committee will be selected and will plan these
amazing events as a way to keep us engaged with one
another. Your ideas that are generated and integrated
within this committee, will help our community
maintain a welcoming environment. The House
Dance is a formal event and a chance for you to be
able to dress up fancy and forget about academic
stress and have a blast with the whole Aurora
community before final exam season. I am so excited
to meet you all. See you soon!

Gian-Ré Gertse | BA Humanities
Secretary-General, Wellness
I am a sucker for any savoury snack and you will
notice that I always wear winged eyeliner.
Moreover, to the prospective student reading this,
within just a week you will discover that Aurora is not
just a PSO, rather a home away from home. I further
encourage you to not be afraid to tackle this year
head on. Make the most of it and you will find magic
in the moments that will have you smiling for many
years. I look forward to meeting you!

House Committee
Joel Veysie | BCom Management Science
Connect, House Dance, Socials, Sports
Hey guys, welcome to the best PSO on campus! I have
been with Aurora since my first year in 2020, and I
have been the chairperson of the First years
committee, a mentor in my second year and I am now
serving on the house committee. I am so excited for
you guys to become part of the Aurora community. I
hope that you make the most of your welcoming
experience, make new friends, and join as many
activities as you can throughout the year. I am
looking forward to meeting you all and making sure
you have a smooth and easy transition into
Stellenbosch University. I think that 2022 is going to
be an awesome year and I am super keen to make
memories with you all. I am here to ensure that you
have the most fun and enjoyable transition into your
university career. Welcome to the community.

Mavneil Jacobs | BCom Law
Clothing, Financial Manager, Sports
Hi newcomers!
On a very hot day, while a matric class was
graduating, the principal would shake their hands
and say in a soft but firm voice that only the matrics
could hear: “Keep moving forward”. The principal
only wanted the line to move faster, but the matrics
took the words as encouragement for the next stage in
their lives. Such is life, after every achievement or
disappointment, the best advice is to keep moving
forward - never stagnate. This year will be filled with
memories and make the most out of it! I hope to see
all of you during welcoming.
Carpe diem.

House Committee
Tegan Gibaud | BSc Biodiversity & Ecology
Clothing, Marketing, Social Media
Hi everyone. You’ll find me behind the camera
during all Aurora events, so if you want a feature on
our socials, come find me! I also look after your
welcoming outfits and the marketing. If you ever feel
lost or need some information, come find me and I'll
be able to direct you to the right place. 2022 promises
new territories covered and exciting change. I look
forward meeting you all and having a great time
together! Welcome to the Aurora community!

Tehillah Truter | BA Humanities
Clusters, Sustainability and Equipment
Hey there future Aurorians. My name is Tehillah
Truter and I am a 3rd year BA Humanities student.
First
off
Congratulations
on
your
prospective
placement in Aurora! I am so glad that you can join us
as I truly love our PSO and I'm sure you will too. A bit
about myself. I love music and can often be found with
my headphones on walking around campus. I am also a
huge animal lover and will never pass up the
opportunity to meet the furry friends I spot in public.
Now you've 'met' me and I cannot wait to meet you
this welcoming.

Message from our
Head Mentor
Hello future Aurorians,
Congratulations on your provisional acceptance
to Stellenbosch University and to Aurora PSO.
There are bound to be some nerves due to the
uncertainty surrounding university life but that
is where the mentors are able to assist you.
Mentors will help you in your adjustment into
university life as they have received leadership
training from Stellenbosch University to ensure
that they are well equipped and have the
knowledge to make your first-year experience
smooth and unforgettable.
Each degree is separated into their faculties and
the aim is to ensure that potential Aurorians are
assigned to a mentor group within their faculties.
The mentor group will provide very important
information to any potential newcomer as well as
allowing friendships to be formed and hopefully
find that friend who you can sit next to on the
first day of classes.
The Aurora mentors are extremely excited to
potentially meet you next year. I would like to
wish you all a safe holiday this year and I hope to
see you next year.

Darian Grant

Mentors
Alissa Welman
BA Humanities
"If your dreams don't scare you,
you aren't dreaming big enough."

Aluzanne Lombard
BA Sport Science
“Balance is the way to success.”

Dan iella Rom bur gh
BCo m Fina ncia l Man agem ent
“Fai lure is the key to succ ess. ”

Eth an Hill
BAc c
“It alwa ys seem s imp ossi ble unti l it’s
don e.” - Nel son Man dela

Mentors
Hayley Prinsloo
BEng Mechanical Engineering
“You could be the master of your fate.
You could be the captain of your soul,
but first you have to realise that life is
coming from you and not at you, and
that takes time.”

Hope Basson
B in Social Work
“Wake up with a smile and go after
life.”

Jack Savage.
BCom Actuarial Science
“Take a bigger picture view on life.”

Janneke Foot
BSc Human Life Science with
Psychology
“You'll grow beautifully in your own
way.”

Mentors
Kgauhelo Thebe
LLB
“If your dreams don’t scare you,
they’re not big enough.”

Klia Verster
LLB
“The meaning of life is to find your
gift. The purpose of life is to give it
away.”

Kopano Makoloi
BSc Conservation Ecology
“You are who you choose to be.”

Kyla van der Berg
BA Sport Science
"If you are offered a seat on a rocket
ship, don't ask what seat - just get on."

Mentors
Luka Spies
BEng Industrial Engineering
“YOLO.”

Maynard Cyle Wilson
BEng Industrial Engineering
“For he's the super realist who must
perforce perceive taut truth before the
taking of each stance or step." Lawrence Ferlinghetti

Ndyebo Mbanga
BSc Mathematical Science - Computer
Science
"Treat others the way you wanted to be
treated, even though it is not
guaranteed they will do the same."

Peter Watermeyer
BSc Agricultural Economics and
Management
“If you want to change the world… start
off by making your bed.”

Mentors
Saeed Thomas
BCom Management Science
"It's never too early for ice cream." Michael Scott

Seyanne Govender
BSc Human Life Sciences with
Psychology
“La vie en rose.”

Simon Exley
BCom Mathematical Sciences - Data
Science
“Where is the energy!?”

Siphesihle Ndaba
LLB
“You are only confined by the walls
you build yourself.”

Mentors
Willem Heinrich Husselmann
BAcc
“Be humble. Be hungry, and always be
the hardest worker in the room.”

Yanik van Alphen
BEng Electrical and Electronic (Data)
“When people show you who they are,
believe them.” - Maya Angelou

Yentl Meyer
BEd Foundation Phase
“Do not go where the path may lead, go
instead where there is no path and
leave a trail.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson

Zia Siegelaar
BCom Financial Accounting
“Whether you think you can or
whether you think you can’t, either
way you’re right.”

Message from our
Seniors Committee HC
Hello prospective Aurorian!
The seniors committee is the gateway
to get involved in Aurora leadership.
We aim to host events that will reach
all of our members. Being involved in
this committee is a fabulous way to
meet new people and to get a taste of
Aurora leadership.
Some of our main tasks during
welcoming
week
are
crisis
management and making sure that you
are fed! Please feel free to approach us
with any questions, we will try our best
to answer them!
We have got a variety of fun events
planned for the upcoming year, so
keep a look out!

Erin Cameron

Seniors Committee
Wonder Vuma | Chairperson of the
Seniors Committee
Bcom Economic Sciences
“If you are always trying to be normal,
you will never know how amazing you
can be.”

Liteboho Tlotliso Mosheshe | ViceChairperson of the Seniors Committee
BSc Human Life Sciences
"Everyone you meet is fighting a battle
you know nothing about. Be kind.
Always."

Alyssa Williams
LLB
“If it is to be, it‘s up to me.”

Erin Cripps
Postgraduate Diploma in Education
“You know, sometimes all you need is
twenty seconds of insane courage. Just
literally twenty seconds of just
embarrassing bravery. And I promise
you, something great will come of it.”
Benjamin Mee, We Bought a Zoo

Seniors Committee
James Edwin Lowe
BCom Industrial Psychology
"One day, your life will flash before your
eyes - make sure it’s worth watching."

Jonty Brodie
BCom Management Science
“Be uncommon amongst uncommon
people.”

Kirsty Jordaan
BA International Studies
“Trust the wait. Embrace the
uncertainty.”

Marelize Lubbe
B in Social Work
“If it isn't a little scary it probably isn't
worth your time”

Seniors Committee
Morgan Rothman
B in Social Work
“Your life doesn’t have to be perfect to
be beautiful.”

Nina Bothma
BA Sport Science
"One foot in front of the other babe."

Shriya Valjee
BEd Intermediate Phase
“There’s no growth in your comfort zone,
there’s no comfort in your growth zone.”
- Humble The Poet

Tiffany Gordon
BEd Intermediate Phase
"Yet still, I'll rise!"

Tineke Joubert
BCom Management Sciences
“To change your life you need to
change your priorities.” - Mark Twain

Cluster Introduction
Welcome to the VicMeyr cluster!
Stellenbosch has eight student communities called
clusters. The cluster system creates opportunities
for PSO students to meet and integrate with
residence students.
Your cluster community provides a place for social
interaction, belonging, building new friendships and
access to peer-support. It hosts interesting and
challenging conversations with diverse groups of
people and increases your opportunities to enjoy a
more holistic university experience.
Our cluster is Vicmeyr and we’re so happy that
you’re part of our community! It consists of the
following communities: Minerva, Lydia, Aurora
PSO, Dagbreek, Huis ten Bosch and Majuba. Our
values of respect, critical thinking, camaraderie and
integrity is at the heart of everything we do in our
cluster.
During welcoming you will meet us, your Vicmeyr’s
Cluster Conveners for 2022, Elouise van Wyk
(21868921@sun.ac.za)
and
Joelle
Naidoo
(22552979@sun.ac.za).
Our roles are to create fun and innovative
opportunities
for
interaction
and
community
development along with the members of the
Vicmeyr community. The first cluster event you can
look forward to is Cluster day!

Cluster Convenors

Elouise Van Wyk

Joelle Naidoo

Clothing & Food
Packages

Accomodation
Explanation
Dear Aurorian
It is important to note that we are not a residence.
We do not provide a space for accommodation.
We operate independently of a central living facility.
You are responsible for finding your own accomodation.
See below list of links and names which can assist
you in finding suitable accomodation:
Eikenhof http://www.eikenhofkoshuis.co.za/
Nooitgedacht: https://nooitgedachta.co.za/
Archimedes
http://www.stelliesstudentstay.co.za/archimedes.html
Link to SU website https://www.sun.ac.za/english/maties/Pages/Accommodation
PrivateAccommodation.aspx
Stellies student stay website ‒http://www.stelliesstudentstay.
co.za/accommodation.html
Some estate agents if you are interested in an apartment:
Neelsie Eiendomme
Nooitgedacht Real Estate (Pty) Ltd
Anna Basson Properties Lew Geffen Sothebyʼs International
Realty Stellenbosch
Pam Golding Properties
Stellenbosch, Leapfrog
Stellenbosch, Keller Williams
Impact
RE/MAX
Oaktree Stellenbosch
Engel & Völkers, Engel & Volkers Stellenbosch
Seeff, Stellenbosch

Emergency Contacts
Campus Security Emergency: 021 808 2333
Campus Security Whatsapp: 082 808 2333
(Above is for walk-home service)
24 Hour Crisis (SSVO): 082 557 0880
US Crisis Service: 082 556 6558
Campus Health: 021 808 3496
Stelkor Pharmacy (Neelsie): 021 833 3162
Stellenbosch Hospital: 021 883 3444
Stellenbosch Medi-Clinic: 021 861 2000
ER 24: 084124
SAPS Emergency Centre: 10111
SAPS Emergency: 021 809 5015
SAPS Enquiries: 021 809 5000
Fire Department: 021 808 8888
Western Cape Ambulance Service: 021 937 0500
Student Safety Enquiries:
studentsafety@sun.ac.za

The Stellenbosch
DICTIONARY
BIB: Stellenbosch University Library
FHARGA: Computer Centre for the BComm Faculty
FIRGA: Computer Centre for Engineering Faculty
HEMIS: Your HEMIS (Higher Education Information Management
System) is one of the most important calculations made during your
academic career. A calculation of credits you've achieved against credits
you should have achieved.
HK/HC: House Committee
HUMARGA: Computer Centre for the BA and Education faculty students
(Third floor of the Arts (BA) building).
KLEIN SATERDAG: Wednesdays.
NARGA: Computer Centre for the Bsc (Sciences) faculty.
NEELSIE: On campus shopping centre where we can go to eatand do
general errands, also houses many of the student organisations’ offices.
PRIM: Short for Primaria/ Primarius. This is the head leader of the
House Committee. It could be compared to the head boy/head girl of
school.
ROOIPLEIN: The red brick and grass area between the Neelsie and
library.
SECOND OPP: The second opportunity that is available for exams (Rules
differ for each module and faculty).
SRC: Student Representative Council (Our student government).
SS: Student Centre (a mostly quiet place where you ca nstudy) in the JC
Smuts building.
CSCD/SSVO: Centre for student counselling and development.
SunLearn: Our University Website where your lecturer uploads all your
slides and notes for each module.
VICE-PRIM: This could be compared to a deputy head of a school.

Welcoming Week
Schedule

