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Reflections

1. Some responses 
2. Some caution
3. Our graduates
4. Our position (with thanks to colleagues in LTE)
5. Going back to the basics and what could it mean in practice?
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Fight / Flight

• Ban
• “catch-out” and “outsmart” 

(Plagiarism detection ad 
proctoring software)

• Go back to pen and paper 
and invigilated sit-down 
exams

• Focus on what it cannot do

Learn from the past

• Calculator
• Internet
• Wikipedia
• Do not believe all the hype….

Rather re-imagine / re-think / 
re-focus

• Academic integrity and 
ethics, copyright, originality, 
authenticity…. 

• Human-Machine relationship 
and what makes us human 
(creativity, critical thinking, 
common sense, reasoning, 
social connections, 
application of knowledge in 
real life, problem solve in 
context, consciousness, 
morality,  etc.)

• How should we prepare 
students?

• Information Literacies and 
writing

• Partnership and what it can 
do

• And as with any partnership…. 
Remain critical of the 
partner and self-aware…..

1. Some responses….
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2. Some caution….
What was the body of material on which this AI was 
trained? In other words, what has this AI read and 
absorbed, to make its “assumptions” of what strings of 
words make “sense”?

Who, and what, has been excluded from this body of 
material, and therefore, potentially, the text generated?

What assumptions, biases and injustices are 
embedded in this material, and therefore, 
potentially, in the text generated? 

(Lucinda McKnight, 
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/eight-

ways-engage-ai-writers-higher-education) 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/eight-ways-engage-ai-writers-higher-education
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/eight-ways-engage-ai-writers-higher-education
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3. Our graduates: DRAFT NEW SU Graduate profile

Enquiring Mind
• Curious , lifelong learners  who think critically and creatively, using systematic, disciplinary-based methods 

of scientific discovery, knowledge-building and problem-solving

Engaged citizen
• Actively involved in their communities and contribute to the well-being of society

Dynamic professional
• Personal and intellectual autonomy to use the knowledge gained at university and beyond to solve complex 

problems in diverse contexts

Caring Being
• Embrace SU values of Compassion, Accountability, Respect, Equity and Excellence

Digital knower
• has digital agility by displaying a willingness to continuously develop digital consciousness, knowledge and 

expertise rooted in a critical awareness of the relationship and positioning of machines in uncertain future 
scenarios.

• An SU graduate should evolve as a digital knower by continuously developing an understanding of the 
positioning and relationship of machines in social and work scenarios as well as the entrepreneurial 
implications. Graduates are continuously aware of the social, entrepreneurial and ethical implications of the 
human non-human relationship and are aware of and practice responsible and inclusive digital citizenship.
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www.sun.ac.za/lte

4. Our position

http://www.sun.ac.za/lte
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5. Going back to basics of TLA
(New Draft) Teaching and Learning Policy
A learning-centred approach is focused on learning as a partnership, where students are seen as co-
creators of knowledge and learning environments. The emphasis is placed on the process of learning and 
knowledge building [by the student] rather than on the transmission of knowledge [by the teaching academic] 
(Von der Heidt and Quazi, 2013), including a focus on life long, life-wide and life-deep learning.

Ø Teaching-learning-assessment is a shared endeavor
Ø Foregrounding context and responsiveness to enable students to be the best for the world in service 

of society

Assessment policy
1. Assessment OF learning (summative) producing valid conclusions about student progress, achievement 
and mastery of material. (reliability and replicability, fairness, transparency) 
2. Assessment FOR learning (formative) allowing students to judge their own progress before final 
summative assessment includes adequate learning-centred feedback (one-to-one, lecturer generated, 
automated, self- or peer generated)
3. Assessment DURING learning (sustainable) to develop the skill of lifelong learning, delivering students 
who can assess their own work and that of others fairly (self- and peer assessment)

Focusing on the PROCESS, CO-CREATION, PARTNERSHIP, CRITICAL THINKING and CREATIVITY 
and not only the PRODUCT/OUTPUT
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5. What could it mean in practice?

• Encourage students to use ChatGPT (and similar technological tools) for peer learning and feedback
• Encourage creative “prompt engineering” (asking good questions) and search optimization
• Encourage critically evaluating the answers provided in terms of bias, factual inaccuracies
• Use the generated text to formulate own opinions / own critical stance towards a specific topic

Focusing on the PROCESS, CO-CREATION, PARTNERSHIP, CRITICAL THINKING and CREATIVITY and 
not only the PRODUCT/OUTPUT
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In summary

• Do not ban / catch-out / cannot do, but rather re-imagine
• Remain critical (bias, assumptions, privacy, etc.)
• Graduate profile and purpose of HE
• Exciting opportunities to re-think TLA practices
• Learning-centered TLA with focus on process, co-creation, 

partnership, critical thinking and creativity (the things that 
make us human….)

1. Some responses
2. Some caution
3. Our graduates
4. Our position
5. Going back to the 

basics

“What is humanity’s value proposition [to TLA]? To put this slightly differently, what do humans [lecturers, 
students and graduates] have to contribute when so many of their professional and personal [TLA] outputs 
can be completed by machines?” 

Jason J. Gulya, https://www.highereducationdigest.com/the-humanities-in-the-age-of-ai-a-professors-
reflection/?ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_8_3_2022_22_5_COPY_01 ) 

https://www.highereducationdigest.com/the-humanities-in-the-age-of-ai-a-professors-reflection/?ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_8_3_2022_22_5_COPY_01
https://www.highereducationdigest.com/the-humanities-in-the-age-of-ai-a-professors-reflection/?ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_8_3_2022_22_5_COPY_01
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And ChatGPT’s opinion about implications?

Let’s continue the conversation!
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Thank you
Enkosi
Dankie


