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Why online teaching?

• Accessibility
• Cheaper
• Flexibility 
• More commitment from student: has specifically chosen the course
• Comfort and convenience: no need to drive to class and sit in a 

classroom
• Self-paced learning is common
• Shows self-motivation and discipline 
• Faculty of Health Sciences: distributed internship for medical students



Online bioethics teaching around the world









MOOCS [MASSIVE ONLINE OPEN COURSES]

• John Hopkins: Engineering Life: Synbio, Bioethics & Public Policy 
• Georgetown: Introduction to Bioethics
• Harvard: Bioethics: The Law, Medicine, and Ethics of Reproductive Technologies 

and Genetics



When you build your course:
Clear learning outcomes 
• Students must know HOW your course is going to help them, or they 

are unlikely to enrol in it.
• Learning outcomes must clearly explain what the learner will be able 

to do and know by the end of your course.
• What skills will they be able to demonstrate?
• What new knowledge will they have obtained?
• Having clear learning outcomes also ensures that only the RIGHT 

students are joining your course – which means higher completion 
and satisfaction rates

https://www.thinkific.com
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Qualities needed in online course

Centre for Learning Technologies, University of Stellenbosch



Structure  

• Text pages with multiple choice questions

• Video of lecturer

• Video of classroom lecture

• Podcasts

• Written assignments / online MCQs / short questions

• In MOOCs peers mark the assignments and only receive 
their own mark once they have marked at least 4 classmates’ 
work

• Online forum for discussions eg chat rooms monitored by 
tutors/ scheduled webinars for questions to lecturer, 
discussion, online meetings

• Synchronous or asynchronous sessions  
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Engaging with text pages
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Feedback from students



Disadvantages

• Can be lonely

• High drop-out rate, requires self-
motivation

• No face-to-face interaction 

• Complex skills and competencies do 
not lend themselves to 

• e-learning

• No peripheral benefits

• I have experienced many difficulties 
with the SunLearn system



Is it working?

o Allowed all students to enter the web-based discussion
o Especially reticent speakers
o Evaluations were positive
o Students found it easy to use
o Liked being able to work and contribute at any time of the day or night
o Participation by every student, which was a major goal in this course, was 

achieved



-Group discussions replaced by online sessions in 2 groups of USA medical students
-Exam scores were comparable
-Students liked the self-paced nature of the course and that they could access it from 
home or when their busy schedules allowed
-Students liked that they could repeat the module as often as they needed
-Recommend a ‘live’ session to address questions and clarify areas that were 
misunderstood 

Teaching & Learning in Medicine 2009



Ethics course delivered completely online
-Learning environment must be easy to use and 
appear seamless to the student

-Course must be set up in a systematic way

-Audio and video included to assist students 
who are over-awed by the amount of reading 
required

‘Online ethics teaching is possible 
and rewarding.’

Proceedings of the 10th annual conference 
on Innovation and technology in computer 
science education 2005
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