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Dear Colleagues, 
  
I’m writing to share an online resource created with colleagues in the Division of Ethics at 
Columbia University:  COVID-19 Ethics: Health, Inequality, and Justice. 
  
We have built this site to marshal scholarly work in the social sciences and humanities 
that bears directly on ethical issues of equity and justice during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
We hope that this resource, which will be updated routinely, will be used broadly in 
research, teaching, response, and action to reduce disparities in health, wealth, and 
perceived human worth. 
  
Like the Division of Ethics, which is situated within Columbia’s School of Medicine but 
works to create a bridge between the health sciences and anthropological, sociological, 
historical and other humanistic perspectives, we hope the site will help to foster 
interdisciplinary dialogue and scholarship as we confront COVID-19 and its impact. 
  
The resource includes references published during the COVID-19 disaster that examine 
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the pandemic’s unfolding in the context of racism and other key social determinants of 
health, critical perspectives on resource allocation and triage justice, and previously 
published social histories that offer lessons on pandemics of the past. Colleagues in our 
department have also curated a list of historical fiction—from Shakespeare, to Shelley, to 
Camus—relevant to epidemics of the past.  We are also posting links for upcoming virtual 
events and archiving videos from recent webinars and symposiums focused on the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   
  
We invite you to visit the page and welcome your suggestions for events and further 
materials to include. Please contact us at mhe_ethics@cumc.columbia.edu. 
  
Sandra Lee, PhD, Chief, Division of Ethics 
Department of Medical Humanities & Ethics (MHE) 
Vagelos College of Physicians & Surgeons 
Columbia University 
630 West 168th Street, PH 1525 
New York, NY 10032 
Tel: 212 304-7708 
E-mail: sandra.lee@columbia.edu 
Twitter:  @ColumbiaEthics 
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Racism & Social Inequity 

 
Pandemic Response: 
Allocation & Triage 

 
 

 
Pandemic Histories 

 
Epidemics in Historical Literature 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2F64SLCMjBW0f2DLWJhQVMKS%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406132154&sdata=9IeQeNQ2NbJoUCaBjWAlw5dZOdwayFHvaY%2BlwRnPwGk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FNv33CNx1WPSZJQX6C0CM_w%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406142153&sdata=dFBSVsSBzMiOFRWWaRj0GrrL%2BqLRNXJRMjEwqXCfvpw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2Fn-_QCO796QhNlg4OCA6oF4%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406142153&sdata=GVGSakBg0OCm%2BAMmfV2lix4KE1ZJ1a%2F0td9gKnnKe9w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FptR9CP1JWRt092M6cZjFuW%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406152145&sdata=jSOdFuNDekqBTwe3w6LMDIgIhDqdzk4xdvHhjMCiA7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FypbLCQ1LgVtXgKrRUG_mx8%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406152145&sdata=WSVI4H%2BpkHr8ddlLo9cPblFQ1miOaobkFgt1xGCOs3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FypbLCQ1LgVtXgKrRUG_mx8%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406152145&sdata=WSVI4H%2BpkHr8ddlLo9cPblFQ1miOaobkFgt1xGCOs3Y%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mhe_ethics@cumc.columbia.edu
mailto:sandra.lee@columbia.edu
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2Ffvj9CRgBjWSGopBOiWZKFb%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406162137&sdata=2DYmCTvBAyQ4KkhPzDHukMJmi2fIQeyvGiL6kIYu1AY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FKbTiCX6Vp3C4jg09iLjxO5%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406162137&sdata=pPWfs9lxfrADRTNnnR5ImuBl9NS0FL4Gmzqoc%2B3EajU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FKbTiCX6Vp3C4jg09iLjxO5%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406162137&sdata=pPWfs9lxfrADRTNnnR5ImuBl9NS0FL4Gmzqoc%2B3EajU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FIhNsC1j735f6x05ZTnq-p_%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406172134&sdata=HCFmCJTmUSb4cQYwfOzBbB5vVDu0MLjWlchYFfxmtzg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FIhNsC1j735f6x05ZTnq-p_%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406172134&sdata=HCFmCJTmUSb4cQYwfOzBbB5vVDu0MLjWlchYFfxmtzg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FxDKoC48KGgtzEn38iKhyVG%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406182126&sdata=lauFkk5dUzA3U0YqDhgIqq%2BES%2BWL8z2cY%2FlkseCHkeo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FvyctC76JVlCz20oRi3kfKb%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406192119&sdata=W%2FgBvbHxR7B1OVEWB8kgbvOump3XEDzVLkzg6ES%2FIcM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FUMsPCWnBo2f6ZQG4TzSbOV%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406162137&sdata=1qs9UnRHkm2dNLEhkMQesPEzJ368tea0G0Zz2GIDYE4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FJzDNCZ4Xr5C7Aw2jCQRrd3%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406172134&sdata=lm7bmMyf%2BEq3R4AjJSs0PwfmLZJHF08whLzMsuWVnw8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2F6C5NC3lJV7CXoP04Uo4y9r%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406182126&sdata=vi5%2FXsUTov8ht4h5k00zdZzWKRnB57suTftrCFI8hyQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-za.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FIznvC66VKkCP7g8WiMypYa%3Fdomain%3Dcolumbia.us17.list-manage.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9182368113f4f784adb08d82e1373fc%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637310008406192119&sdata=1k5jvJlkWkrxM1Uig4P5IVryAKU%2FNX2DUO5lP2pBg0I%3D&reserved=0


 

 
Teaching COVID-19 

 
COVID-19 Virtual Events 

 

 

 
 

To receive updates from the Division of Ethics click here. 
To follow the Division of Ethics on Twitter click here.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

View this email in your browser 
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