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Programme 

• Introduction to the Initiative   

• Introduce the core team 

• Why global health?
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Initiative overview
 

• What is the purpose of the SU-Africa Global and Public Health student 
network?

o To build an African global and public health network (community 

of practice) that is student and youth-focused aimed at enhancing 

knowledge, practice and skills regarding priority current and 

future global and public health issues relevant to the African 

continent.

o Transform students into change-agents and leaders.

o Co-create the project with students and build networks into Africa 

and share learnings and experiences
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Initiative overview
 

• Why the need for SU-Africa Global and Public Health student 

network?
o COVID-19 has shown that despite inherent challenges and global 

power asymmetries, Africa has the capability to respond to global 

and public health crises.

o Current leaders and practitioners should commit to capacitating 

and inspiring the next generation.

o Requests from multiple students within the Faculty in recent 

years.
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Initiative overview
 

• What is the context for this initiative?
o African Union and Africa CDC prioritised public health on 

the continent.

o A New Public Health Order for Africa seeks to "address 

deeper structural public health deficiencies at national, 

regional and global levels"

Source: https://africacdc.org/news-item/the-new-public-health-order-

africas-health-security-agenda/
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WHAT WILL WE DO?
 

Social media 

communication and

“challenges” to stimulate 

dialogue and critical 

thinking regarding 

important GPH topics

Launch Introducing Global 

Health: African

perspectives 
webinar series 

(starts 6 March)

Learning or capacity 

building

Sessions

(e.g. social 

innovation; design 

thinking)

Field visit(s) - to 
stimulate dialogue on 

local GPH issues
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Core team

Vanessa Dede Ogum Annan

MBChB VI

Hlakanipha Tshalanga

MBChB V

Toluwani Adeboye

MBChB III

Prof René English

Acting Head of Global 

Health, Head of Division 

of Health Systems and 

Public Health
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Core team

Dr Lynn Hendricks

Lecturer 

Division of Health 

Systems and Public Health

Stacey Blows

PhD student, Coordinator

Division of Health Systems 

and Public Health

Dr Juliet Nyasulu

Senior Lecturer 

Division of Health 

Systems and Public Health

Welile Dube

PhD student

Division of Molecular 

Biology and Human 

Genetics
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Why global health?

10

What is Global Health?

As defined by Koplan et. al. 2009 – “Global health is an area for study, research, and practice that places a priority on

improving health and achieving equity in health for all people worldwide. Global health emphasizes transnational health 

issues, determinants, and solutions; involves many disciplines within and beyond the health sciences and promotes 

interdisciplinary collaboration; and is a synthesis of population-based prevention with individual-level clinical care.”

Source: Koplan et al. Lancet 2009

Acknowledgement (slides): Prof Usuf Chikte and Ritika Tiwari
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I.f Global Health Landmarks
Colonial 

Medicine
International 

Health

1900
Fending off Cholera & 

Plague which interrupted 
trade & travel

Facilitate colonial 
expansion in tropics, 

making it more habitable 
for settlers

Globalization

Acknowledgement (slides): Prof 
Usuf Chikte and Ritika Tiwari
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Global health research 
method is multidisciplinary

It is beyond

• Medicine

• Health Sciences

And includes many other disciplines such 
as

• Political economy, history

• Science, Sociology, Anthropology

• Engineering

• Cultural & Critical Studies

• Agriculture

….and many more

Acknowledgement (slides): Prof Usuf Chikte and Ritika Tiwari
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Webinar outline

renglish@sun.ac.za

Want To Discuss Further, Please 
Contact Us.

mailto:renglish@sun.ac.za
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