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I am a historian of southern Africa during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries with a particular 
interest in political history. I work on decolonisation, nationalism, political leadership, elections, 
ethnicity, historical biography, populism, civil society, and the challenges of state sovereignty and 
political sustainability in national and regional contexts.  

A common thread that runs through my research is the location of contemporary political 
developments in a historical context, showing that the roots of contemporary democratic politics lie 
in the early post-colonial and even late colonial periods. Using historical biography as a 
methodological approach, my work has explored a number of understudied themes in southern 
African political history such as the roots of the strategies that political actors employ to mobilise 
electoral support in recent times, the interaction between racial nationalism, domestic politics and 
regional security concerns during the liberation struggle, the competitiveness of parliamentary 
elections in single party regimes and the role of patronage politics within this theme, and the 
importance of individual political leadership to the success of opposition parties in electoral 
campaigns. 
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Chapters in books  

‘Charismatic Leadership in African Politics” in Jose Pedro Zuquete (ed.), Routledge International 
Handbook of Charisma (London: Routledge, 2020), 101-114.  
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