CURRICULUM VITAE

1. Name:  Anton Ehlers

2. Date of Birth:  5 March 1956

3. Marital status:  Married

4. Academic qualifications:
· BA, US 1977

· HED, US 1978

· Honours (History), cum laude, US 1979

· MA (History), cum laude, US 1986

· D Phil (History) US 2002

5.
Title of MA thesis:  Die Helpmekaarbeweging in Suid-Afrika:  die Storm- en Drangjare, 1915-1920 (The Helpmekaar Movement in South Africa: the stormy years, 1915-1920)
6.
Title of Doctorate:  Die geskiedenis van die trustmaatskappye en eksekuteurskamers van Boland Bank tot 1971 (The history of the trust companies and boards of executors of Boland Bank to 1971)
7.
Career history:

· 1980-1984:  Teacher Hottentots Holland High School
· 1985-2008:  Lecturer History Department, US

· 2009- Senior Lecturer History Department, US

· 2016- Chairman of the History Department, US
8.
Membership professional societies:

· Southern African Historical Society (currently treasurer)
· South African Historical Association

· Van Riebeeck Society (currently member of the Council)
· Business History Conference

· Association of Business Historians

· Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie vir Wetenskap en Kuns
· Economic History Society of Southern Africa (currently vice-President)
9.
Areas of specialization:

(a) Teaching:
· Wealth and poverty as historical factors 
· The methodology of history

· Business and Economic history

(b) Research:

· South African Economic History with focus on Business History

· The development of trust companies and boards of executors into general banks in South Africa
· The history of clothing retailing in South Africa with special reference to Pep Stores and the Pepkor group of companies
· Not for profit financial institutions: Case study, The Helpmekaar Studiefonds

· Micro lending and banking:  Case study, Capitec Bank. Currently contracted to write a history of the founding years of the bank. 

10.
Publications


Books

· Die Helpmekaarbeweging in Suid-Afrika.  Die storm-en drangjare, 1915-1920.   (Archives Year Book, 1991, part I)
· `n Lewende Monument. Die Helpmekaar se eerste 100 jaar, 1916-2016, Sun Media, 2016 (co-author: Nonna Vos) 

· Die Kaapse Helpmekaar, c.1916-c.2014: Bemiddelaar in Afrikaner opheffing, selfrespek en respektabiliteit. Sun Media 2018

Chapters in Books
· Chapter in Gebroke Land:  Armoede in die Afrikaanse Gemeenskap sedert 1902 edited by D Langer. Kraal-Uitgewers, 2009
Journals

· Die invloed van die Helpmekaarbeweging in Suid-Afrika 1915-1920 (Historia, May 1990, Vol 35 No 1).

· Weerstand teen Apartheid (Gister en Vandag, nr.31 Mei 1996).

· Die Anglo–Boereoorlog as stimulus vir die stigting van Afrikaanse Plattelandse Trustmaatskappye en Eksekuteurskamers (Historia vol 45(1), Mei 2000)
· Trust Companies and Boards of Executors versus Country Attorneys:  The history of symbiotic “bastard relationships” in the battle for trust and estate business in South Africa to c.1920 (Fundamina, volume 9, 2003)

· Apartheid mythology and symbolism.  Desegregated and re-invented in the service of the New South Africa:  The Covenant and the Battle of Blood/Ncome river.  (Alizés, Revue angliciste de La Réunion, no 24:  “Founding Myths of the New South Africa – Les Mythes fondateurs de la nouvelle Afrique du Sud” [5e collogue international. Saint-Denis de La Réunion, 25-29 mars 2003])
· Trust companies and boards of executors vs banks :  Aspects of the battle for corporate trusteeship and trust business in South Africa up to 1940 (The South African Journal of Economic History, volume 22, September 2007, no 1&2)
· Negentiende-en Twintigste- Eeuse Plattelandse Afrikaanse Trustmaatskappye en Eksekuteurskamers:  `n Evaluering van hulle Kenmerke, Bydrae en Agteruitgang (Historia, volume 52, no. 2, November 2007)
· Renier van Rooyen and Pep Stores Limited:  The genesis of a South African entrepreneur and retail empire (South African Historical Journal, September 2008)

· South African trust companies and boards of executors and the Bank Act, 1942:  From self-regulating “financial aristocrats” to statutorily controlled deposit-receiving institutions (The South African Journal of Economic History, Volume 24, September 2009 no 2)

· Rescuing the Rebels from Ruin: Afrikaner Nationalism and

the Political Economy of the Helpmekaar (Mutual Aid) Movement and its £100 Fund, 1915––1917  (Economic History of Developing Regions, 26:1, 2011, 75-100)

· Business, State and Society - doing business apartheid style: The case of Pep Stores Peninsula Limited (New Contree, No 63, January 2012)
· Constructing Boland Bank: organizational change and transformation in the South African trust company movement, c.1940–c.1970 (Management and Organizational History, Dec 2014)
· The Helpmekaar: Rescuing the “volk” through reading, writing and arithmetic, c 1916-1965 (Historia Dec 2015)
Newspapers
Forum-articles in Die Burger

· Die Burger, Oktober 1996 (Helpmekaar en Reddingsdaad:  Skoenrieme of Dinosourusse ?)

· Die Burger, 10.12.1997 (Krisisse en druk spoor Afrikaner aan tot selfbemagtiging)

· Die Burger, 30.11.1998 (Grepe uit die evolusie van `n Afrikaner identiteit)

· Die Burger, 4.11.1999 (Van Bloedrivier tot De Beer:  historiese perspektief oor die rol van God se hand)

· Die Burger, 7.12.1999 (Historiese perspektief oor Christus en die kommunisme)

· Die Burger, 12.12.2000 (16 Desember:  Dag vir versoening)

· Die Burger, 18.9.2004 (Wetsgenootskap het ondersteuning nodig)
· Die Burger, 16.9.2008 (Ekonomiese xenofobie: beelde van gister?)
11.
Papers delivered at conferences:

· Rethinking the South African War 1899–1902.  Unisa Library Conference, 3-5 Augustus 1998
Paper:  The Anglo–Boer War:  Stimulus for the formation of Afrikaans rural Trust Companies and Boards of Executors.  From PAT to BOE 1900–1998
· Australian Historical Association Conference, 5-9 Julie 2000, Adelaide, Australië
Paper:  Boland PKS 1900-2000:  From Trust Company to Commercial Bank. A History of Changing Financial Identities over a Century
· South Africa-Denmark History for Democracy Exchange, 25-29 September 2000

Paper:  Desegregating history in South Africa:  The case of the Covenant and the Battle of Blood River/Ncome
· Southern African Society of Legal Historians International Conference held at Stellenbosch from 15-17 January 2003:  Freedom, Justice and Equality:  Three Pillars of Legal History

Paper:  Trust Companies and Boards of Executors versus Country Attorneys:  The history of symbiotic “bastard relationships” in the battle for trust and estate business in South Africa to c.1920

· The GRAS (Research Group on South Africa) “Founding Myths of the New South Africa” conference held at the University of Reunion, 29-31 March 2003
Paper:  Apartheid mythology and symbolism.  Desegregated and re-invented in the service of the New South Africa:  The Covenant and the Battle of Blood/Ncome river
· Biennial Conference of the South African Historical Society, University of the Free State, 29 June-1 July 2003:  Southern Africa:  Yesterday and Today
Paper:  From Peptanic to Peptonic.  A retailers response to the challenges of the New South Africa

· Biennial Conference of the Historical Association of South Africa, Stellenbosch University, 5-7 April 2004:  The South African Past in the 21st Century
Paper:  Trust Companies and Boards of Executors versus Banks:  Aspects of the battle for estate business in South Africa to c.1940
· African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific Annual Conference, 26-28 November 2004, University of Western Australia, Perth:  “African Renewal, African Renaissance”:  New Perspectives on Africa’s Past and Africa’s Present
Paper:  From Peptanic to Peptonic.  A retailers response to the challenges of the New South Africa
· 2005 CHORD CONFERENCE.  14-15 September 2005, University of Wolverhampton.  Commercial Histories.  Perspectives on Retailing and Distribution History
Paper:  “Rainbow medicine”:  people, passion and politics – ingredients of a post-apartheid company-turnaround in South Africa
· 2006 HASA CONFERENCE.  Jubileumkonferensie van die Historiese Genootskap van Suid-Afrika.  Behoort en nie behoort nie:  `n historiese perspektief.  26-28 Junie
Paper:  Plattelandse Afrikaanse trustmaatskappye en eksekuteurskamers - “deposit-receiving institutions of a special kind – a species of a genus having a peculiarly Cape flavour”.  `n Evaluering van hulle kenmerke, bydraes en verval
· Business History Conference, 2007 Annual Meeting, Cleveland, Ohio, May 31-June 2.  “Entrepreneurial Communities”

Paper:  Renier van Rooyen and Pep Stores Limited:  The Genesis of a South African Entrepreneur and Retail Empire
· THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY.  Biennial conference, University of Johannesburg, June 24-27, 2007.  “Transformations, renewals and reconfigurations in Southern African historical studies: only skin deep?”

Paper:  Renier van Rooyen and Pep Stores Limited:  The genesis of a South African entrepreneur and retail empire
· Association of Business Historians Annual Conference, Birmingham, 4-5 July 2008:  “Business History After Chandler”.
Paper:  Black economic empowerment, apartheid style:  The case of Pep Stores Peninsula Limited, 1973-1974.
· Joint annual meeting of the Business History Conference and the European Business History Association, 11-13 June 2009, University of Bocconi, Milan:  “Fashions:  Business Practice in Historical Perspective”
Paper:  South African Trust Companies and Boards of Executors and the Bank Act, 1942:  From Self-Regulating “Financial Aristocrats” to Statutorily Controlled Deposit-Receiving Institutions.
· Southern African Historical Society Biennial Conference, 22-24 June 2009, Unisa:  “Breaking Boundaries, Blurring Borders.  The changing shape and scope of southern African historical studies.”
Paper:  South African Trust Companies and Boards of Executors and the Bank Act, 1942:  From Self-Regulating “Financial Aristocrats” to Statutorily Controlled Deposit-Receiving Institutions
· Business History Conference 2010.  “The Business History of Everything” University of Georgia , Athens, Georgia, USA, 25-27 March 2010
Paper:  Black economic empowerment, apartheid style:  The case of Pep Stores Peninsula Limited, 1973-1974.
· 23ste Tweejaarlikse Konferensie van die Suider Afrikaanse Historiese Vereniging by Howard College, Durban Kampus, UKZN, 27-29 Junie 2011.
Paper:  Rescuing the rebels from ruin:  Afrikaner nationalism and the political economy of the Helpmekaar (Mutual Aid) movement and its £100 fund, 1915-1917.
· XVIth World Economic History Congress, Stellenbosch 9-13 July 2012.  The roots of development.

Paper:  Rescuing the “Volk” (“the people).  From rebels to reading, writing and arithmetic:  the Helpmekaar Studiefonds as welfare catalyst in 20th –century South Africa. 

Paper:  National monuments or dynamic business undertakings?  Managing change in South African trust companies and boards of executors in the 20th century with special reference to Boland Bank.
· Business History Conference 2013 Annual Meeting, Columbus, Ohio, 21-23 March, 2013
Paper:  “Rainbow Medicine”: People, Passion, and Politics – Cultural Ingredients of a Post-Apartheid Company Turnaround in South Africa.
· Southern African Historical Society 24th biennial conference, 27-29 June 2013,Gaborone. All For One, One For All. Leveraging national interests with regional visions in Southern Africa,
Paper:  Rescuing the “Volk”. From Rebels to reading, writing and arithmetic: The Helpmekaar Studiefonds as welfare catalyst in 20th century South Africa.
· Historical Association of South Africa Conference in Durban, 26-28 June 2014, “History Wars, Wars in History & Other Southern African Histories”.
Paper:  The philanthropic fruits of the 1914-15 Rebellion: the Helpmekaar – rescuing the “Volk” (people) through reading, writing and arithmetic.
· European Business History Association, 21st annual congress, Vienna: Transformation in Business and Society: A Historical Approach, 24-26 August 2017
Paper: The genesis of a formal micro-lending industry and Capitec Bank in South Africa c.1992-c.2002: a case of unintended consequences/transformation.
12.
Conferences attended since 1998
· Rethinking the South African War 1899-1902.  Unisa Library Conference, 3-5 August 1998
· The Anglo-Boer War a reappraisal.  UOFS Bloemfontein 12-14 October 1999
· South Africa/Denmark History for Democracy Symposium, 23.2- 1.3 2000. Cape Town

· Australian Historical Association Conference, 5-9 July 2000, Adelaide , Australia
· South Africa-Denmark History for Democracy Exchange, 25-29 September 2000
· Southern African Society of Legal Historians International Conference held at Stellenbosch from 15-17 January 2003:  Freedom, Justice and Equality:  Three Pillars of Legal History

· The GRAS (Research Group on South Africa) “Founding Myths of the New South Africa” conference held at the University of Reunion, 29-31 March 2003
· Biennial Conference of the South African Historical Society, University of the Free State, 29 June-1 July 2003:  Southern Africa:  Yesterday and Today
· Biennial Conference of the Historical Association of South Africa, Stellenbosch University, 5-7 April 2004:  The South African Past in the 21st Century
· African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific Annual Conference, 26-28 November 2004, University of Western Australia, Perth:  “African Renewal, African Renaissance”:  New Perspectives on Africa’s Past and Africa’s Present
· 2005 CHORD CONFERENCE.  14-15 September 2005, University of Wolverhampton.  Commercial Histories.  Perspectives on Retailing and Distribution History
· 2006 HASA CONFERENCE.  Jubileumkonferensie van die Historiese Genootskap van Suid-Afrika.  Behoort en nie behoort nie:  `n historiese perspektief.  26-28 Junie
· Business History Conference, 2007 Annual Meeting, Cleveland, Ohio, May 31-June 2.  “Entrepreneurial Communities”

· The Southern African Historical Society.  Biennial conference, University of Johannesburg, June 24-27, 2007.  “Transformations, renewals and reconfigurations in Southern African historical studies: only skin deep?”
· Association of Business Historians Annual Conference, Birmingham, 4-5 July 2008:  “Business History After Chandler”.

· Joint annual meeting of the Business History Conference and the European Business History Association, 11-13 June 2009, University of Bocconi, Milan:  “Fashions:  Business Practice in Historical Perspective”

· Southern African Historical Society Biennial Conference, 22-24 June 2009, Unisa:  “Breaking Boundaries, Blurring Borders.  The changing shape and scope of southern African historical studies.”
· Business History Conference 2010.  “The Business History of Everything” University of Georgia , Athens, Georgia, USA, 25-27 March 2010
· 23ste Tweejaarlikse Konferensie van die Suider Afrikaanse Historiese Vereniging by Howard College, Durban Kampus, UKZN, 27-29 Junie 2011.
· Business History Conference 2012, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 29-31 2012.  Business and the State.
· XVIth World Economic History Congress, Stellenbosch 9-13 July 2012.  The roots of development.
· Business History Conference 2013 Annual Meeting, Columbus, Ohio, 21-23 March, 2013
· Southern African Historical Society 24th biennial conference, 27-29 June 2013,Gaborone. All For One, One For All. Leveraging national interests with regional visions in Southern Africa,
· Historical Association of South Africa Conference in Durban, 26-28 June 2014, “History Wars, Wars in History & Other Southern African Histories”.
· The Southern African Historical Society, 25th Biennial Conference, University of Stellenbosch, 1-3 July 2015. “Unsettling Stories and Unstable Subjects”.
· European Business History Association, 21st annual congress, Vienna, 24-26 August 2017: Transformation in Business and Society: A Historical Approach, 
13.  Current research
Contracted by the Helpmekaar Studiefonds to write their history.  The manuscript (Die Kaapse Helpmekaar, c.1916-c.2014: studie in Afrikaner opheffing en respektabiliteit) was submitted to the external evaluators. All three evaluators recommended publication. Their comments and suggestions have been considered and incorporated and the manuscript is currently in press with projected publication date March/April 2018. Currently busy with the proofs of the final outlay of the book. The Helpmekaar Studiefonds is covering the costs of the publication. 
The history of clothing and food retailing in South Africa with special reference to Pep Stores and the Pepkor group.  Ongoing.
Contracted to write the history of Capitec Bank.  Ongoing.
14.  Post Graduate students
Co-ordinator of the Honours Programme, History Department, US


Supervisor (completed)
· MA-candidate N Lorenz:  Aspects of a rising consciousness:  Black women’s responses to race and gender dynamics under South African Apartheid up to 1976
· MA-candidate M Baard:  Die amptelike standpunt van Die Burger teenoor die Suid-Afrikaanse Waarheids-en Versoeningskommissie, 1990-2003
· MA-candidate S van Eeden:  “Almal kom na Lubbe”:  Die skoenmakerverhaal van A.P. Lubbe en Seun (Edms) Bpk., 1918-2001
· MA-candidate L Passemiers:  De Beukelaer’s Fabrieken:  A case study of the economic history of Flemish entrepreneurship in late 19th and early 20th century Antwerp 
· Doctoral-candidate S van Eeden:  B.P. Laing (Edms.) Bpk.  Besigheid en Samelewing:  `n Overbergse familiebesigheid, 1897-2007. 
· MA –candidate: Hannes Coetzee: A Reflection on the Influence of the Introduction of South African Television Services on the Afrikaans Film Industry, c. 1970- 2010. 
Supervisor (current)
· MA –candidate: Scholtz van Wyk: The history of 31 Batallion

· MA-candidate: Christiaan Rust: History of the Be Beers Explosives Company
· MA-candidate: Sias Conradie: The role of Chinese Consul Generals in South Africa
· MA-candidate Phakamisa Ndzamela: approved to enroll in 2018 as MA candidate via the AEVL route.
· Doctoral-candidate Yustina Komba: A history of Coffee Production in Mbinga , Tanzania, c 1920-c2015. Graduate School scholarship awarded for the 2018 cohort

Co-supervisor (completed)
· Doctoral-candidate S Halleen:  From life insurance to financial services:  A historical analysis of Sanlam’s client base, 1918-2004 (Dec 2013).
· Doctoral-candidate Wynand Beukes: Van Afrikaner kultuur tot Korporatief:  die geskiedenis van Sanlam se Hoofkantoor-personeelkorps 1918 – 2008. (Dec 2017)
Co-supervisor (current)
· Doctoral-candidate Lloyd Maphosa: A sectoral analysis of the 19th century Cape economy through the lens of the limited Companies Archive
· Doctoral-candidate Muhamadi Makaato: A History of Mabira Forest in Uganda, c.1900-2007.
· Doctoral-candidate Anri Delport: ‘Broken limbs, missing sight, the battle for post-war life’: The re-integration of First World War South African ex-servicemen into post-war society, 1915-1939
· Doctoral-candidate Danie du Toit: ‘Is ek wat hulle sê ek is’ (‘Am I what they say I am?’):  Afrikaans films and Afrikaner values during the period of transition from apartheid to democracy (c.1980 – 2017).

Examiner
· MA-candidate R A Willis:  A critical analysis of the development and administration of coloured education with specific reference to the Coloured Education Commission (1953-1956)
· MA-candidate M Botha:  Die internasionale reaksie op die Israel-Arabiese Oorlog van 1973

· MA-canidate T Baderoen:  Die Geskiedenis van die Stellenbosch Hospitaal (1942-2001)
· MA-candidate N Lorenz:  Aspects of a rising consciousness:  Black women’s responses to race and gender dynamics under South African Apartheid up to 1976
· MA-candidate R Slater:  Die Maatskappy vir Europese Immigrasie:  A study of the cultural assimilation of European immigrants to South Africa 1949-1994
· MA-candidate Kangangwani Knight Scotch:  The settlement nexus of the Southern Tswana on the hilltops and valleys in present day south east Botswana in the 19th century
· MA-candidate RJ Wood:  Aspects of the impact of apartheid on commerce and industry in the Western Cape, 1960 to 1990
· MA-candidate JC Dos Santos:  The development of the Witwatersrand clothing industry:  a historical perspective on the role of entrepreneurs in the industry, 1925-55.

· MA-candidate SME van der Watt:  “It is Drought, Locusts, Depression...and the Lord knows what else”:  A socio-environmental history of white agriculture in the Union of South Africa, with reference to the Orange Free State c.1920-1950
· PhD-candidate Lindie Korf:  DF Malan:  a political biography
· MA-candidate Bernhard Schlenther:  Economic Nationalism:  a comparative approach to Afrikaner and Black Economic Empowerment.
· MA-candidate R Adams:  Die ver-Suid-Afrikanisering van die Suid-Afrikaanse ekonomie:  `n Studie van SANLAM (1918-1980)
· MA-candidate Jennifer Muirhead:  “The children of today make the nation of tomorrow”.  A Social History of Child Welfare in Twentieth Century South Africa.
· MA-candidate Wouter Hanekom: A History of Tourism, Leisure and Adventure in the Antarctic Environment, c. 1895 to Present.
· PhD candidate Godfrey Hove (17442451): The State, Farmers and Dairy Farming in Colonial Zimbabwe (Southern Rhodesia), c.1890-1951.
· MA candidate Nadine Lauren Moore: In a class of their own: The Bantu Education Act (1953) revisited.
· MA candidate Garth Ahnie: “Ik Weet Niets van de Ontploffing”. An Examination of the Braamfontein Explosion of 1896.
· MA candidate Ashrick Pietersen: “There was simply too much water”. Exploring the Laingsburg Flood of 1981.
15.
Reviews
· Review for Koers.  Bulletin for Christian Scholarship:  Van Schoor, M.C.E. 2006.  Generaal J.C.G. Kemp en die epiese woestyntog.  Pretoria:  Protea Boekhuis.  376pp.  Prys R180.00.  ISBN 1-919825-43-6
· Review for South African Historical Journal.  Early Slavery at the Cape of Good Hope, 1652–1717. By KAREL SCHOEMAN.  Pretoria: Protea Book House, 2007. 507 pp.  ISBN  978 1 86919 147 4
· Review for HISTORIA article:  Verstedeliking as politieke veranderingsagent by Afrikaner sakelui:  Die Stedelike Stigting as gevallestudie
· Assessment of New Contree article: The nature and importance of family businesses

· Review for The Journal for Design History article:  The colour of Apartheid cooking and cleaning
· Review for Scientia Militaria article:  The suppression of indigenous unrest in South Africa, 1921-1932.
· Review for New Contree article: Informal finance for survivalist enterprise development in South Africa: a case study of Soshanguve township.
· Review for New Contree article: Fashion retail development: George Beeton reflects on his career in Edgars, 1963-1996
· Review for Management and Organizational History: Sustained in a competitive environment: Organisational capabilities and Sanlam, 1918-1945.
· Review for New Contree: The Gebroeders Van Reenen and the first financial crash in colonial South Africa (2017)
· Review for New Contree: Economic remittances from employment in the Second World War and family conflicts in Swaziland, 1941-1950. 
· Review for Business History: Early regulation and social organization on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, 1887-1892.
 
16. Other
External moderator

· External moderator (2008-2011) for the History Department of Cape Town University for the following courses:  HST 2032F;  2028F;  2021F; 2033F, 2035S, 2034S, 2031S, 2027S
· Unisa History Department Honours Programme, 2016 (member of the external evaluation panel). 

University service

· Member of the Research Committee of the Faculty of Arts (2006-2013)
· Chairman of the Research Committee of the Faculty of Arts (2011-2013)

· Member of the Appointments Committee of Faculty of Arts (2017-

Community service

· Treasurer of the Southern African Historical Society (2009-current)
· Vice-president of the Economic History Society of South Africa (current)
· Member of the Council of the Van Riebeeck Society (current)
· Member of the local organizing committee of the XVIth World Economic History Congress
· Member of the LEAP (Laboratory for the Economics of Africa’s Past) economic history network 
· Trustee of the Hottentots-Holland Trust (current)
Bursaries and contract research grants
· First receiver of the FAK bursary for History

· Helpmekaar Studiefonds (R6 000) for MA study

· Boland Bank (R10 000) for doctoral study

· H B Thom bursary (R50 000) for post-doctoral research
· Helpmekaar Studiefonds research grant (R40 000)

· Capitec Bank research grant (R100 000)
· Mellon Foundation grant to the History Department, US: Biography of an Uncharted People R14 million. Member of the project team lead by prof Johan Fourie. 
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