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Personal Information
	Date of Birth:
	13 January 1978



	
	

	
	

	Postal Address:

	P.O. Box 12251
Hoewes 2

0163

Gauteng
South Africa



	Work Address:


	RW Wilcocks Building, 3rd Floor
52 Ryneveld Street

History Department

Stellenbosch University 

Stellenbosch 

7600


	Phone:
	+27(0)78-6926615 (Mobile)


	E-mail:
	chetty_s@yahoo.co.uk
suryachetty@sun.ac.za


	Citizenship:
	South African


Tertiary Qualifications

Postgraduate

	2002-2006
	Doctor of Philosophy (History)
	Full dissertation

Our Victory was Our Defeat: Race, Gender and Liberalism in the Union Defence Force, 1939-1945


	Supervisors

Dr Marijke du Toit

Prof Catherine Burns


	UKZN

	2000-2001
	Master of Arts

(History)

Degree awarded cum laude.
	Full dissertation

Gender Under Fire: Interrogating War in South Africa, 1939-1945


	Supervisor

Dr Catherine Burns


	UND

	1999
	Bachelor of Arts (Honours)

History

Degree awarded cum laude.
	Short dissertation

The Creation of South African Indian Identity in Natal in Relation to Hinduism


	Supervisor

Mr Vivek Narayanan


	UND


Undergraduate

	Years Studied
	Degree
	Majors
	Institution

	1996-1998
	Bachelor of Arts
	English, History and Psychology
	UND


Research

NRF Rating: C2 awarded in November 2018 and valid until 2024

My postgraduate research focused largely on race and gender identity in the Union Defence Force during the Second World War.  I have since developed an interest in the history of science and, in particular, geology which is my current research focus.
Journal Articles

1. “David Draper: The making of a South African Geologist”, Historia, 63, 2, Nov 2018, pp17-39. https://hdl.handle.net/10520/EJC-124c326cf7; 10.17159/2309-8392/2018/v63n2a2
2. ‘“Mothering the ‘nation”: The public of life of Isie “Ouma” Smuts, 1899-1945’, African Historical Review, 47, 2015, pp37-57. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17532523.2015.1130189
3.  “Imagining National Unity: South African Propaganda Efforts during the Second World War”, Kronos: Southern African Histories, Nov 2012, Vol 38, pp106-130.
4. “Subjects or Citizens?  Black South Africans and the Dilemma of the Second World War”, Journal of Natal and Zulu History, Vol 30 (2012), pp53-79.  The article may be accessed online at:
http://transformation.ukzn.ac.za/index.php/jnzh/article/view/1329
5. “Engaging ABH in a development discourse: the social enhancement of Chatsworth” co-written with Reshma Sookrajh and appearing in Oriental Anthropologist, special issue on Chatsworth titled “Special Number on Chatsworth, South Africa”, Goolam Vahed and Ashwin Desai, eds. Vol 12, No 2 (2012), pp401-413.
6.  “‘All the news that’s fit to print’: the print media of the Second World War and its portrayal of the gendered and racial identities of the war’s participants”, South African Historical Journal , 54 (2005) pp30-53.
Book Chapters and Encyclopaedia Entries

1. “Racialized Identity under Apartheid in South Africa” in The Palgrave Handbook of Ethnicity, S. Ratuva (ed) (Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd, 2019)  https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-0242-8_34-1 
2. “‘A White Man’s War’: Settler Masculinity in the Union Defence Force, 1939-1945” in Africa and World War II, J. Byfield, C.A. Brown, T. Parsons and A Sikainga, eds (Cambridge University Press, 2015)
3. “The Aryan Benevolent Home: A People’s Movement for Upholding the Dignity of Life” co-written with Bobby Luthra Sinha in Chatsworth: The Making of a South African Township, Desai, A. and Vahed, G. (Eds) (University of KwaZulu-Natal Press, 2013)
4. “Albertina Sisulu” and “Elinor Sisulu” in Dictionary of African Biography.  Akyeampong, E. and Gates, H.L. Jr., eds.  (Oxford University Press, 2012)
5. Regionalized Thematic Article focusing on South Africa and Northern and Southern Rhodesia in “Commemoration, Cult of the Fallen (Africa)” co-written with Ruth Ginio and appearing in 1914-1918-online International Encyclopedia of the First World War.  
6.  “‘Our Victory was Our Defeat’: Race, Gender and Liberalism in the Union Defence Force, 1939-1945” in The World in World Wars: Experiences, Perceptions and Perspectives from the South,  R. Ahuja, K. Bromber, D. Hamzah, K. Lange, H. Liebau (Eds.) (Brill Book Series, 2010)
Book Reviews

· Anne Kelk Mager. Beer, Sociability and Masculinity in South Africa.  (UCT Press, 2010) appearing in Historia, Vol 56, Issue 2, 2011.
· Cynthia Kros.  Seeds of Separate Development: Origins of Bantu Education.  (Unisa Press, 2010) appearing in Historia, Vol 57, Issue 1, 2012.

· Scott Couper.  Albert Luthuli: Bound by Faith (UKZN Press, 2010) appearing in Historia, Vol 57, Issue 2, 2012.
· Mohamed Adkhikari.  The Anatomy of a South African Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples (UCT Press, 2010) appearing in South African Historical Journal, Vol 65, No 4, December 2013.
· Isabel Hofmeyr and Michelle Williams (Eds.)South Africa and India: Shaping the Global South (Wits University Press, 2011)  appearing in Historia, Vol 58, Issue 1, 2013.
· Bill Nasson.  South Africa at War: 1939-1945.  (Jacana Press, 2012) appearing in Historia, Vol 58, Issue 2, 2013.
Conference Presentations

· “White Warriors: Depicting Whiteness in the Union Defence Force, 1939-1945” presented at Whiteness: Exploring Critical Issues (3rd Global Conference), Harris Manchester College, Oxford, England, 22-24 July 2013.
· “A White Man’s War”: Settler Masculinity in the Union Defence Force, 1939-1945, presented at follow-up conference to Evaluating Africa and World War II, Cornell University, Ithaca, USA, 17-19 September 2009.  
· “Subjects or Citizens?”  Black South Africans and the Dilemma of the Second World War  presented at Yusuf Dadoo Centenary Conference: Marxism, Non Racialism and the Shaping of South Africa’s Liberation Struggle, University of Johannesburg, Johannesburg, 4-5 September 2009.  
· “Our Blood is Green”: White Masculinity in the Union Defence Force, 1939-1945, outline of paper presented at Evaluating Africa and World War II: A Workshop, Rutgers University, New Jersey, USA, 27-30 March 2008.
· “Our Victory was Our Defeat”: Race, Gender and Liberalism in the Union Defence Force, 1939-1945, presented at The World in World Wars: Experiences, Perceptions and Perspectives from the South, Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin, Germany, June, 2007.  
· “All the news that’s fit to print”: the print media of the Second World War and its portrayal of the gendered and racial identities of the war’s participants, presented at 7th Multidisciplinary Postgraduate Studies Conference, Faculty of Humanities, Development and Social Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, 29 October, 2005.
· “All the news that’s fit to print”: the print media of the Second World War and its portrayal of the gendered and racial identities of the war’s participants, presented at the South African Historical Society Bi-annual Conference, “South Africa, Africa and the World”, Cape Town, June-July, 2005.
· The Visual Construction of Gender and Race in the South African Military 1939 – 1945, paper presented at the History and African Studies Seminar,  University of KwaZulu-Natal (Howard College Campus), 22 October, 2003 and available at http://www.history.ukzn.ac.za
· The Visual Construction of Gender and Race in the South African Military 1939 – 1945, presented at South Africa in the 1940s: Worlds of Possibilities, Kingston, Canada, September, 2003. 

· Smuts’ Call to South African Women:  Race and Gender in the Making of the South African Women’s Auxiliary Services, 1939-1945, presented at Celebrating Women in South Africa 2003, Memory, Rights, Poverty and Development, University of Durban-Westville, Durban, August, 2003. 
· War Images in South Africa, 1939-1945, presented at 4th Interdisciplinary Graduate Studies Conference, University of Natal, Durban, 2002.

· War Images in South Africa, 1939-1945, presented at Bonani Africa Festival of Photography, Johannesburg, August, 2002.
Work Experience

Brief Summary (for further details please see below)

	2005
	Junior lecturer at UKZN – History 2A: Conquest of the Indian and Atlantic Ocean Worlds; Teaching assistant – Internet Expertise; History 1A: Change, Progress and Revolution

	2006
	Lecturer at UKZN – History 202: Law and Society; Teaching assistant – Internet Expertise

	2007
	Lecturer at UKZN – History 202: Law and Society; History 301: Topics in African History; History 201: Culture and History: 19th and 20th Century KwaZulu-Natal

	2008
	Lecturer at UKZN – History 202: Law and Society; History 301 – Topics in African History; History 201: Culture and History: 19th and 20th Century KwaZulu-Natal

	2009
	Lecturer at UKZN – History 105: Empires of the Modern World

	2010
	Lecturer at UKZN - History 301: Topics in African History; History 201: Culture and History: 19th and 20th Century KwaZulu-Natal; Cultural and Heritage Tourism: CHTM 306 – Oral Heritage; CHTM 209 – Survey of Significant Heritage Sites; Teaching Assistant – HIST 202: Law and Society

	2011
	Lecturer at UJ – HIS3607: Theory and Historiography; HIST1A11: The Cold War; HIS3B31: The Enlightenment

	2012
	Lecturer at UJ – HIS3607: Theory and Historiography; HIST1A11: The Cold War; HIS3B31: The Enlightenment

	2013
	Lecturer at UJ – HIST1A11: The Cold War; HIS3A31: The Enlightenment

	2014
	Lecturer at UJ – HIST1A11: The Cold War; HIS3A31: The Enlightenment

	2014-2019
	Senior Lecturer at UNISA; Associate Professor (2019) – HSY1502: The Making of Early Colonial South Africa: Transformation and Resistance; HSY2602: Early State Formation, Slavery and Colonial Conquest in Africa; HSY3705: Modern South Africa: From Soweto to Democracy; HRHSY82: Research Report in History; HSY1511: African in the World: Historical Perspectives; HSY1512: Southern Africa until the Early 1800s: Encounters and Transformations

	2020-ongoing
	Senior Lecturer at SU


Teaching
(1) The modules in which I have been – and continue to be – involved at Unisa focus on South African and African history.  Due to the nature of distance learning at this institution and the bureaucratic processes involved, there has been insufficient opportunity to develop study material.  I was, however, involved in the recurriculation of HSY1511: Africa in the World: Historical Perspectives where I contributed a learning unit detailing the development and influence of the Enlightenment on the modern world, with a particular emphasis on Africa.  I also contributed part of a learning unit focusing on the gendered nature of imperialism.
(2) The Enlightenment – HIS3B31, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 (Auckland Park Campus – University of Johannesburg) I lectured a course aimed at students in their third year of study.  I was responsible for the development of this course focusing on the Enlightenment as it relates to society, politics and economy in Europe in the 18th century.

(3) The Cold War – HIST1A11, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 (Auckland Park Campus – University of Johannesburg) I lectured this course aimed at students in their first year of study as well as students in the extended degrees programme.  This course introduced students to the significant themes of the Cold War as well as international global history.

(4) Theory and Historiography – HIS3607, 2011, 2012 (Auckland Park Campus – University of Johannesburg) I co-ordinated and led seminars in this Honours level course aimed at introducing students to the significant debates in historiography both internationally and locally.

(5) Survey of Significant Heritage Sites – CHTM 209, 2010 (Howard College Campus – University of KwaZulu-Natal) I lectured this course aimed at students in their second year of study in the Department of Cultural and Heritage Tourism which was aimed at familiarizing students with the history and knowledge of important heritage sites as well as the visitor management and conservation issues pertaining to each site.

(6) Oral Heritage – CHTM 306, 2010 (Howard College Campus - UKZN) I lectured this course aimed at students in their third year of study in the Department of Cultural and Heritage Tourism.  The course aimed to provide students with an understanding of theoretical discourses related to oral heritage; practical insights and content knowledge through local case studies; and methodological skills and first-hand experience of collecting oral heritage through a small research project.  Moreover the module aimed to evaluate the role of oral heritage as part of indigenous knowledge systems and critically assess its purported role in promoting “unity within diversity” within the South African democratic context.

(7) Topics in African History – History 301, 2010 (Howard College Campus - UKZN) I co-lectured this course aimed at students in their third year of study.  It comprised nine lectures and one tutorial over three weeks.  My section of the course focused on Southern Africa as well as the theme of gender and nationalism in Africa.

(8) Culture and History: 19th and 20th Century KwaZulu-Natal – History 201, 2010 (Howard College Campus - UKZN) I was a co-lecturer for the course aimed at undergraduates in their second year of study.  My work involved a series of twenty lectures over five weeks.  My lectures focused on Durban in particular from the 19th to the 21st centuries, looking at the “Durban system” as well efforts by the city council to control and regulate space prior to as well as during the apartheid state and efforts to resist this.  

(9) Empires of the Modern World – History 105, 2009 (Howard College Campus - UKZN) I co-lectured this course aimed at students in their first year of study with Dr Thembisa Waetjen.  It comprised twenty-four lectures and three tutorials over six weeks.  My section of the course focused on a history of empire until 1945 with particular attention to the formation of ancient empires, pre-colonial empires in the Americas, the effects of empire on India and Ireland and the Axis empires of the Second World War.  I highlighted the themes of gender, ideology, technology and culture as they pertain to empire.

(10) Culture and History: 19th and 20th Century KwaZulu-Natal – History 201, 2008 (Howard College Campus – (UKZN)) I was a lecturer for the course aimed at undergraduates in their second year of study.  My work involved a series of thirty-three lectures over fifteen weeks as well as two tutorials every second week.  The course focused on the province of KwaZulu-Natal and was used to introduce students to historiographical debates centred around the region, ranging from the Mfecane to the rise of Shaka and the Anglo-Zulu War.  In addition to the Zulu kingdom, lectures focused on Durban in particular from the 19th to the 21st centuries, looking at the “Durban system” as well efforts by the city council to control and regulate space prior to as well as during the apartheid state and efforts to resist this.  

(11) Topics in African History – History 301, 2008 (Howard College Campus) I co-lectured this course aimed at students in their third year of study with Dr Vanessa Noble.  It comprised twenty-eight lectures and six tutorials over seven weeks.  My section of the course focused on African political economy from colonialism to the era of independence with special attention to West, East and Southern Africa.

(12) Law and Society – History 202, 2008 (Pietermaritzburg Campus - UKZN).  I was a lecturer for the course aimed at undergraduates in their second year of study.  My work involves a series of thirty-two lectures over four weeks as well as two tutorials per week.  The course brought to bear historical context to the law, focusing on the interaction between law and society.  It covered England, Australia, India, the United States and South Africa, looking at the way in which law arose out of the context of the agricultural and industrial revolutions with their emphasis on capitalism, individual liberty and the protection of private property.  The course required students to consider the way in which the law may be used as a middle class tool or to legislate race and gender discrimination, as well as its potential for bringing about positive social and even revolutionary change.  In addition the impact of the law on the British colonies was addressed – debates for and against the abolition of slavery, British reform attempts in India as well as the impact of British rule and, subsequently, Afrikaner nationalism in South Africa.

(13) Law and Society – History 202, 2007 (Pietermaritzburg Campus - UKZN) Please see above.

(14) Culture and History: 19th and 20th Century KwaZulu-Natal – History 201, 2007 (Pietermaritzburg Campus - UKZN) Please see above.

(15) Topics in African History – History 301, 2007 (Pietermaritzburg Campus - UKZN) Please see above.

(16) Law and Society – History 202, 2006 (Howard College Campus - UKZN).  Please see above.

(17) The Conquest of the Indian and Atlantic Ocean Worlds – History 2A, 2005 (Howard College Campus) (Co-taught with Dr Julie Parle): I was a junior lecturer for the course aimed at undergraduates in their second year of study.  My work involved a series of twent-four lectures over six weeks covering Europe, Asia and the Americas from 1650 to 1900 focussing on the rise of the west and its interaction with the rest of the world.  Themes covered include the Enlightenment, revolution in France and the Americas, slavery and its effects on Africa, the industrial revolution, colonialism and imperialism as well as the articulations of alternatives to the shape of modernity in the form of communism, the 1857 rebellion in India and the Boxer rebellion in China.

Teaching Assistant

(1) Change, Progress and Revolution 2005: a first year history course allowing students to understand the social and technological changes historically and their impact on the modern world.  I led students in class discussion assisting them with developing critical analysis.

(2) Internet Expertise 1999 – 2006: a first year course in Microsoft Frontpage including website design and publication.  I was an instructor in the use of Microsoft Frontpage.  Internet Expertise subsequently made use of Moodle, allowing students to gain access to lecture notes, carry out assignments and research projects.  I instructed students in the use of Moodle, and assisted them with the development of research skills.  My work here also entailed the marking of students’ essays as well as research projects.

(3) Internet Expertise Winter School 2001: see above.

(4) Law and Society 2000 – 2004: a second year history course allowing students to interrogate the interaction between law and society.  I led students in class discussion assisting them with developing critical analysis.  I was also involved in timetabling as well as the marking of students’ work.

(5) Network Orientation 2001 – 2003: an introductory course in computer use with rudimentary instruction in Windows - Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel and Groupwise (the university email system).  I was an instructor in the use of the above programs.

Online Teaching
I am familiar with a number of online teaching platforms – Moodle, WebCT, Edulink/Blackboard and the MyUnisa platform.  I have been involved in the development of course material and podcasts, the setting up and monitoring of discussion forums and online assessment.
Postgraduate Supervision

Masters
	Name
	Title
	Status

	M Goldsmid
	“Morale and Military Performance: A Case Study of Second Squadron South African Air Force in Korea, 1950-53”
	Completed:
2015

	T L Leta
	“A socio-economic history of five families in Sophiatown and Lenasia, 1930-1994”
	Completed: 2015


PhD

	Name
	Title
	Status

	C Stout
	“Carnal vigilance, vending vice: Race, gender and sexual commerce in Cape Town,1868-1957”
	In progress


Miscellaneous Academic Activities
Chair of the College Research Ethics Committee (Human Sciences - UNISA)

College representative on University Research Ethics Committee (UNISA)
Member of the Steering Committee, Unisa History and Memory Project

Co-organizer of international symposium: “The Aftermath of the First World War in Southern Africa: Repercussions and Transformations, 12-13 November 2018, Unisa

Unisa History Departmental Committees: Higher Degrees (MA and PhD), Review Ethics Research Committee, E-learning, Innovation and E-Tutors, Website Administrator, Facebook and Twitter, Liliesleaf Trust and NIHSS “Memory and History Mobile Exhibition” project.

External Examiner: I serve as an external examiner for the History Dept’s 3rd level courses at Sol Plaatje University. I also serve as the external examiner for the History Dept’s 3rd and Honours level courses at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and as external examiner for History Honours research projects at the University of Pretoria.

Reviewer for the Academy of Science of South Africa

Associated editor of Gender Questions, 2015-2019
Review editor for New Contree, 2015-2018 
Website Editor on journal Transformation: Critical Perspectives on Southern Africa, 2003-2004.
Member of the Following Associations:

Member, Southern African Historical Society (2011 – ongoing)

Member, Van Riebeeck Society for the Publication of Southern African Historical Documents (2011 – ongoing)

Member, Geological Society of South Africa (2017 – ongoing)

Member, International Association for Geoethics (2017 – ongoing)

Member, Geological Society of America (2017)

Member, Second World War Research Group – Southern Africa Chapter (2019 – ongoing)
Academic Awards and Scholarships

Dean’s Commendation 1996

Dean’s Commendation 1997

Dean’s Commendation 1998

UN Undergraduate Scholarship 1998

McIntyre Prize 1999

National Research Foundation Grant 2000-2001

South African Society Scholarship 2001

National Research Foundation Grant 2002-2004

African Equity Scholarship 2004-2006

Andrew Mellon Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowship 2009

References

Mr Nicholas Southey

Senior Lecturer

UNISA

Tel: 27-12 429 6044

E-mail: southnd@unisa.ac.za

Professor Keith Breckenridge

Associate Professor 
WISER
University of the Witwatersrand 

South Africa

Tel: 27-11 717 4272
E-mail: keith@breckenridge.org.za
Professor Gerald Groenewald

Associate Professor

Department of Historical Studies

University of Johannesburg

South Africa

Tel: 27-11 559 3294

E-mail: ggroenewald@uj.ac.za
Professor Goolam Vahed

Professor

History Department

University of KwaZulu-Natal

South Africa

Tel: 27-31 260 7494

E-mail: vahedg@ukzn.ac.za
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