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Postdoctoral Fellowship in the Grape4Green project, focusing on the circular economy and sustainability in the wine and grape industry. 
Research project title: A systematic review to evaluate circularity in the grape and wine industry and identify prospects and strategies. 

Do you have a passion to contribute towards innovations and sustainability in the wine and grape industry?

The South African Grape and Wine Research Institute (SAGWRI; https://sagwri.sun.ac.za/) and the Chemical Engineering Department (https://process.sun.ac.za/) at Stellenbosch University, South Africa are looking for a self-driven, passionate, and highly motivated Post-Doctoral candidate with a process, chemical, industrial or related engineering background to join a multidiscipline consortium (Grape4Green) on a project focusing on circular economy and sustainability in the wine and grape industry. 
Who we are looking for: A highly motivated and ambitious individual with a strong background in material flow analysis, systems analysis, life cycle -, and sustainability analysis. The candidate should be skilled at large data gathering and analysis and capable of conducting stakeholder surveys.

Previous experience in, or knowledge of the following topics is required: sustainability, circular economy, material circularity, green engineering and green chemistry principles and strategies, systems and life cycle thinking approaches, multistakeholder engagement strategies, sustainability analysis, and framework tools. Knowledge of the grape and wine value chain is not a requirement but would be an added advantage. 

The successful candidate should be able to work independently as well as in a team and is expected to engage closely with the wine and grape industry partners as well as lead and participate in multistakeholder platforms.
What is the project: In circular economy (CE) components are not lost or created from raw materials but instead they are transformed without waste. The grape and wine industry of South Africa is not achieving the full circularity potential for a sustainable and resilient CE due to a lack of a mutual understanding of the concept, its barriers and enablers, lack of metrics for measuring performance at different levels (e.g., micro, meso & macro), lack of an implementation framework aligning with sustainable development goals, and lack of coordination among the key stakeholders in the value chain. There is more value that can be gained from the CE if it is systematically and strategically implemented to bring about innovations and business models that are transformative to the whole value chain. 

This project aims to coordinate a network of experts to conduct a scoping study on the state of the art of the circular economy in the SA Grape and Wine Industry, to formulate a clear understanding of the concept and to identify barriers that prevent this industry from moving towards this sustainability goal.
Requirements: Ph.D. (must have graduated within the last five years) in a relevant engineering or related field with a strong quantitative background and with excellent technical report writing and presentation skills. 

Commencement date: 1 April 2023 or as soon as possible thereafter. This contract is for one year, with the possibility to renew for another year.
Closing date: 


3 March 2023
Enquiries: 


Prof Annie Chimphango; achimpha@sun.ac.za
Send a letter of application, accompanied by a curriculum vitae, including a list of publications and the names and contact details of at least two referees, to achimpha@sun.ac.za
Please note that postdoctoral fellows are not appointed as employees, and their fellowships are awarded tax-free. They are therefore not eligible for employee benefits.
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