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My academic career began with an MSc in applied entomology looking for a way to 
minimise the pest loads on export table grapes by using the surrounding landscape. 
For my PhD I worked on the conservation of arthropods across the Cape Peninsula. 
This project was more conservation and biodiversity driven, but also allowed me to 
continue to work on landscape ecology issues. After receiving my PhD, I undertook 
a two month fellowship at the Universiti Brunei Darassalum working on insect 
behaviour and biodiversity within the tropical forests of Borneo. This project 

involved work on the behaviour of butterflies and dragonflies within tropical forests. 

In 2008, I was employed as a Researcher in sustainable landscapes for agro-forestry at Stellenbosch 
University. This position primarily involved conducting research into improving the design and 
management of ecological networks within commercial forestry. In my research, I used conservation 
and landscape ecology principles to research ways to mitigate the negative effects of forestry on 
biodiversity and to help plot a more sustainable way forward. This position and research was funded 
by Mondi Global Funding. As of August 2013, I am now employed as a Lecturer in Conservation 
Ecology and Entomology at Stellenbosch University. I am looking to expand the concept of 
sustainability using landscape ecology principles. I have developed my ideas and principles in the 
forestry sector and I am currently trying to advance these concepts into other agricultural 
landscapes. 

Much of my past research has fed directly into actual management plans and conservation practice. 
Although working in the applied fields requires much extra work (meeting landowners, conservation 
organisations, etc.), I feel this technology transfer is vital for conservation and would like to continue 
to remain very applied in my scientific endeavours. In the past I have built my career in landscape 
ecology and compositional biodiversity, particularly trying to help the timber industry become more 
sustainable. In the future I wish to continue to look at using biodiversity to build sustainable agro-
ecosystems, although this emphasis will most likely shift to the production landscapes of the 
Western Cape. I have also started my first projects where the functional biodiversity is measured 
alongside baseline of compositional diversity. 

Within the Department of Conservation Ecology and Entomology, I Lecture landscape ecology, 

conservation management and meta-population dynamics. I also co-ordinate the 4th year projects 

as well as been the Postgraduate and Postdoc coordinator. 

I am also managing the: Stellenbosch University ecological network research (Mondi Ecological 

Network Programme (MENP) 
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