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SUPERQUICK CROSSWORD 1005

ACROSS
1 What the whistle may be for, though you say no (6)
4 Beats the ass playing, taking about an hour (8)
10 Avail yourself of it, Luis having gone off key (7)
11 Such a charge as is made for the use of a name? (7)
12 Is it a day at the end of June? (4)
13 Many people go by it (6,4)
16 Pour with rain: a terrible racket (6)
17 Job for a religious organisation (7)
20 With what’s tantamount to a right turn, the vessel has come about (7)
21 Tie the half-sister outside (6)
24 Battle medical science hasn’t yet won? (3,4,3)
25 Song having a come-back: a foreign song (4)
27 Playing bowls with the rich? (7)
29 Lit up and in a bad temper (7)
30 Laugh and sing about a murder (8)
31 Go to it a couple of times, then stop (6)

DOWN
1 Collects, when the golf is over (6,2)
2 “Quite good but too pale”? (5,6)
3 Cutting a piece of paper (4)
5 A member of the staff and mother hid outside (4-4)
6 Manage to apply (10)
7 She may be on the run (3)
8 Put away the woman and the man (6)
9 He’s wicked to shut the doctor in the room (5)
14 Again, but not now (7,4)
15 Corot isn’t a surrealistic artist (10)
18 Early wear! (8)
19 As ordered, scored (8)
22 Turns on and is surprised by (6)
23 “The hook”, you say, “is a mistake” (5)

26 The former model (4)
28 It’s half a mile to “The Duck and Cat” (3)

SOLUTIONS TO 1004:
Across: 1 Residue. 5 Grasped. 9 Limes. 10 Saturnine. 11 Isobar. 12 Cheetahs. 
14 Greta. 15 Spot to eat. 18 Pondering. 20 Slack. 22 Striking. 24 Marina. 26 
Readiness. 27 Exact. 28 Prevent. 29 Settler.
Down: 1 Rolling up. 2 Someone. 3 Disparage. 4 East. 5 Get through. 6 Agree. 
7 Private. 8 Dress. 13 Assignment. 16 Testament. 17 Take after. 19 Narrate 21 
Abigail. 22 Scrap. 23 Knife. 25 Asps.

Entries must reach Contest Editor SuperQuick 1005, Top of the Times 
PO Box 11, Cape Town 8000 or e-mail tott@inl.co.za by midday on 
Wednesday. The first correct entry drawn wins R100, the next three R50 
each. Winners are announced next week.
NOTE: Please include your postal address and contact number with 
your entry.

WINNERS TO CROSSWORD 1004

R100 – Joy Rober
R50 – Susan Titterton; Chris Murison; Richard Wilson

BARBIE Sandler (Cape Times April 
21), Amen and AMEN again on your 
remarks regarding Thandi Modise. 
Keep it up!
FRANS LE ROUX  |  Paarl

Modise’s words  
carry weight

LITERACY is an essential skill needed 
to participate in today’s world.

Despite efforts to promote liter-
acy, Eric Atmore’s (2013) study on 
early childhood development in South 
Africa reminds us of the infrastructure 
challenges many of our schools face. 

There is no running water or  
electricity, poor sanitation, dilapidated 
buildings, huge teacher/learner ratios, 
lack of nutrition, under-qualified 
teachers, as well as inadequate insti-
tutional capacity and funding.

Additional data from the  
Department of Basic Education (2008) 
reveals that low levels of literacy may 
also be exacerbated by a lack of librar-
ies as only about 7% of our schools 
have functional school libraries.

Moreover, some of our learners 
have no books at home or in the 
classroom. 

There is a scarcity in the availability 
of books in African languages, and the 
books that are available, are inappro-

priately levelled.
This harsh reality raises two key 

questions: How will we ever nurture 
learners who can read with confi-
dence?

How can we nurture learners who 
will read for pleasure and realise that 
reading is the gateway to knowledge?

On World Book and Copyright Day 
(April 23), it’s important to point out 
that literacy knowledge and skills lay 
the foundation for reading and writing 
in all academic tasks.

Every day we find ourselves reading 
signs and symbols, a text message, 
a schedule, a map, a food label, or a 
textbook. 

Thus, reading is required to fully 
function in our society. 

Many young learners cannot read 
well enough to expand their knowl-
edge of the world. 

This situation is especially distress-
ing since G Reid Lyon’s (2002) research 
on reading development, reading diffi-
culties, and reading instruction shows 
that the majority of learners can in 
fact learn to read regardless of their 
backgrounds.

The focus on learning to read and 
on developing learners’ literacy levels 
is high on the agenda as the 2016 Pirls 
(Progress in International Reading Lit-
eracy Study) results revealed that 78% 
of South African learners cannot read 

with comprehension.
What we often fail to acknowl-

edge is that reading is an action while 
learning to read is a process – a process 
dependent on foundational skills such 
as phonological awareness, phonics, 
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehen-
sion.

These foundational skills are crucial 
components of an effective reading 
programme needed to enable learners 
to develop into proficient readers who 
are able to comprehend.

An effective reading programme 
would not necessarily have to address 
each of these skills simultaneously, but 
would rather do so systematically and 
explicitly, considering learner levels 
and progression.

In addition, learner context is also 
a determining factor when considering 
the reading reality in South Africa. This 
should be considered when develop-
ing and choosing intervention pro-
grammes.

A “one-size-fits-all” approach to 
reading and literacy interventions is 
merely an example of the tail wagging 
the dog. Simply put, an effective read-
ing programme must provide learners 
with a wide variety of experiences that 
relate to several important founda-
tional skills of reading.

An example of such a programme 
could be the I CAN READ programme.

This is a community engagement 
project where pre-service literacy 
teachers facilitate the teaching of 
phonics for word building to founda-
tion phase learners.

In this programme, students teach 
and develop learners’ phonic knowl-
edge and skills. 

Phonics, a foundational literacy 
skill, is also a method of instruction 
that teaches learners the systematic 
relationship between graphemes 
(letters and letter combinations) in 
written language and phonemes (indi-
vidual sounds) in spoken language as 
well as how to use this relationship to 
read and spell words.

In this way, learners are taught how 
to decode words which is an integral 
skill for word recognition and word 
building. 

In essence, this programme is 
explicit and systematic as its structure 
is reliant on the phonics learning pro-
gramme in the school.

There are neither scripted lesson 
plans, nor scripted activities. The only 
script is the outcome that “by par-
ticipating in the programme, learn-
ers must know and apply grade-level 
phonics and develop word analysis 
skills to decode words.”

To ascertain if learners can apply 
their grade-level phonics, they also 
participate in collaborative story writ-

ing. This process draws on the learner’s 
natural ability to tell stories and – with 
careful facilitation – is used to produce 
stories written by learners for learners.

Not only are learners afforded  
the opportunity to apply their  
knowledge and skills, but they are 
granted an opportunity to draw on and 
discover their potential whilst being 
inadvertently centred in an affirming 
space.

The I CAN READ programme has 
led to the culmination of a graded 
anthology consisting of stories written 
by foundation phase learners for their 
peers.

Learners were able to recognise 
every word in every story and could 
relate to the vocabulary used in the 
story – an invaluable asset-based 
approach to systematically working 
towards the goal of reading, which is 
to comprehend.

As we observe another World 
Book and Copyright Day, let’s also  
remember to use this day to not only 
share stories, books and foster a love 
for reading, but also to reflect on what 
we can do to promote and improve 
literacy in South Africa.

Dr Barends is a Foundation Phase 
lecturer and programme leader in the 
Department of Curriculum Studies at 
Stellenbosch University.

Literacy a skill needed in today’s world

ZELDA BARENDS

C O M M E N T

L E T T E R S

Email ctletters.co.za (no attachments). All letters must contain the writer’s full name, physical address and telephone number. No pen names.

AS I write this letter, I am extremely 
upset and disheartened. I have no 
knowledge of the details except for 
photos on social media about the fire 
that has destroyed one of the most 
historic buildings and restaurants 
in the country, Rhodes Memorial 
Restaurant.

I have often written to the City 
of Cape Town which claims it spends 
over R600 million a year putting out 
fires.

I have asked in my emails to the 
City, and Table Mountain National 
Park, as well as letters to the press 
previously, why they can’t have 
effective video surveillance as most 
of Cape Town is flat and smoke can 
be seen from 30km or more away.

From Bloubergstrand there are 
social media photos taken hours 
before the fire was out of control, 
people showing off about the 
incredible weather and one can 
see smoke rising in the vicinity of 
Groote Schuur and Devil’s Peak.

Surely the money spent annually 
fighting fires would allow for 
investment to have been readily 
available to ensure building of fire 
brigade stations at more strategic 
areas around our City, thinking back 
as well a couple of weeks ago, to the 
devastation in Stellenbosch.

I ask the City if it will assist in 
rebuilding this iconic structure. Not 
only is it a popular tourist attraction, 
it also employs many local and 
foreign workers.

I ask the City and SANParks too, 
was this fire due to vagrancy, arson, 
delay in deployment of firefighters or 
a lack of resources?

Historic buildings 
destroyed by fire 

There have been strong rumours 
in the press in the past that 
fire fighting is big business and 
helicopters are delayed with the 
hope of gaining better monetary 
returns.

I would hate to believe such and 
it is disconcerting, but they have 
been around and where there is 
smoke, there is fire.
AGI ORFANOS  |  Blouberg

WHILE the helicopters are circling 
and the devastating fire continues 
to rage on the slopes of Table 
Mountain, it would be prudent to 
take a step back from the smoke 
and ash and explore the issue of 
homelessness in the city.

One could argue that 
homelessness has been a 
contributing factor to the blaze that 
wreaked havoc this week.

If reports are correct, the initial 
fire began from a small fire deserted 
by a vagrant near Rhodes Memorial.

Reports have also claimed 
that one man (who lives on the 
mountain) has been arrested in 
relation to starting additional 
fires. The issue of homelessness in 
and around the city has worsened 
over the past few years and has 
been aggravated by the economic 
consequences of Covid-19.

This is not an issue the City can 
afford to ignore any further.

Urban and natural environments 
in and around the city are 
being threatened daily by the 
environmental degradation that 

Strategy must  
consider needs of the 
homeless in City

homelessness inevitably brings.
A small, green area near the 

Claremont station has also been 
destroyed by regular fires started by 
homeless people who have occupied 
the space for months.

The grass has been razed, 
beautiful trees burnt, stripped and 
litter piled high.

The urban areas adjoining are 
also threatened by potential fire 
damage, but nothing is done. So 
much has been lost in the past few 
days – historic buildings, historic 
manuscripts, homes and livelihoods. 
Thousands of students have been 
uprooted and the trauma to the 
university community after just 
having reopened is immense. The 
environmental damage is enormous 
and has no price tag. This needs to 
be a warning sign to City councillors 
and provincial authorities that they 
need to come up with a co-ordinated 
strategy to deal with homelessness.

The strategy needs to take into 
account the humanitarian needs of 
the homeless community but also 
the natural heritage of Cape Town 
and its urban areas which are at risk.
HELEN MACDONALD  |  Rondebosch

IT IS a real vote of confidence in 
the Cape province’s economy to 
see that Amazon has announced 
that they will be establishing their 
headquarters in the City of Cape 
Town. 

The City of Cape Town has been 
pushing for foreign investment and 
job creation through that foreign 
investment. 

This is an endorsement of 
everything that the City is trying to 
do with regard to job creation. 

It is amazing to see that this 
could lead to over 10 000 permanent 
jobs.
MICHAEL BAGRAIM  |  Highlands Estate

Amazon move a 
thumbs up for City

I LIVE in the upper reaches of 
the City Bowl, in the suburb of 
Oranjezicht, close to the base of 
Table Mountain.

The recent fire that swept 
through the UCT campus, then 
spread westward along the 
mountain, posed a threat to my 
neighbourhood and an even greater 
threat to three of the adjoining 
neighbourhoods, whose residents 
were forced to evacuate.

Firefighters saved us

The many firefighters "on the 
line", did a magnificent job of 
fighting the fire throughout the day 
and night, without help from the 
usual fire suppression helicopters, 
grounded due to high winds and 
poor visibility.

By dawn of the second day, 
the winds had died and soon, the 
morning silence was broken by 
the distinctive "whop, whop" of 
many choppers hauling buckets of 
water from the Gardens reservoir to 
Table Mountain and returning, in a 
continuous circuit.

This "sound of music" continued 
throughout most of the day, with 
many of the choppers flying directly 
over my apartment block toward the 
mountain in less than one-minute 
intervals. Quite a show!

Whether on the ground or while 
airborne, firefighting is a hazardous 
business and those so engaged are 
true warriors and heroes.

We residents of the City 
Bowl owe them a huge measure 
of gratitude for saving our 
neighbourhoods – and our lives.

Hats off to the firefighters for 
their great courage and fortitude.
BILL CONSTANTINE  |  Oranjezicht

CTV
FRIDAY APRIL 23
05:00 Adoption Inc – The Baby Business 05:30 
Islam Actually – Ramadan Edition (R) 06:00 
The Faith Show 07:00 Our City News (R) 07:30 
Amazon Burning – Death and Destruction 
in Brazil’s Rainforest 08:00 Ek Se (R) 09:00 
Umlilo: Fire Talks (R) 09:30 Open Studio (R) 
10:00 The Scars Behind my Makeup 10:30 
China: Smuggling For Survival 11:00 Rise 11:30 
Soul Buddyz 12:00 Al Jazeera International 
News 13:00 Democracy Now (R) 14:00 
Hollywood Make Over 14:30 Overpill – When 
Big Pharma Exploits Mental Health 15:30 Both 
Worlds 16:00 Ek Se 17:00 Open Studio 17:30 
The Faith Show 18:00 Islam Actually 18:30 Our 
City News 19:00 Rod Suskin’s World 19:30 A 
Walk with Mel 20:00 Al Jazeera International 
News 21:00 Sports Federation TV 22:00 
Coffee and Comedy 22:30 The Andy Due Show 
23:00 Islam Actually – Ramadan Edition 23:30 
Sherlock Holmes – The Series (1954) 

SATURDAY APRIL 24
05:00 Wellness – Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 05:30 
Wellness – Swami Purnachaitanya 06:00 Fuse 
School (R) 06:30 So/Hôro Ons Saam (R) 07:00 
The SciShow (R) 07:30 The Crash Course (R) 
08:00 Sports Federation TV (R) 09:00 Cape 
Rugby (R) 10:00 DW: Kick Off 10:30 Kung Fu 
and Karate Self-Defence Techniques 11:00 
Timeout with GC 12:00 Real Food Science 
13:00 Man to Man (R) 13:30 Proe 14:00 Made 
in China – The Factory City 15:00 The Next Lost 
Civilization (2019) 16:00 Khayelitsha TV (R) 
17:00 Umlilo: Fire Talks 17:30 Multiplicity Music 
Videos 18:00 A Walk with Mel Special – ‘n Gat 
Innie Grond 19:00 Afro Bus 19:30 Street Talk 
20:00 Al Jazeera International News 21:00 
Hype It Up 22:00 Phillipi TV – Reality Shows 
23:00 STAND Foundation Women’s Comedy 
Project

SUNDAY APRIL 25
05:00 Santos Bonacci – Ancient Theology 
Astrology 06:00 The Culinary Kid (R) 07:00 
UCT Summer School 08:00 Music and the 
Spoken Word 08:30 Beyond Today 09:00 
NACTV Live Sermon 10:00 Gospel Vibe Show 
10:30 Masimbonge Clap n Tap Show 11:00 
Tomorrow’s World 11:30 The Faith Show 12:00 
Alaska: At the Edge of the Earth 12:30 Mama 
Uganda – A Mother’s Struggle to Support her 
38 Kids 13:00 Rod Suskin’s World (R) 13:30 
Special Healing 14:30 TED 15:00 BBC Life 
Clinic (R) 15:30 DW: In Good Shape 16:00 BK 
Shivani 16:30 China: Smuggling For Survival 
17:00 NACTV – Choir and Orchestra 18:00 The 
Womxn’s Show (R) 19:00 Breek Die Stilte 19:30 
Eh!Woza Film Collective 20:00 Al Jazeera 
International News 21:00 The Forum 22:00 
Imfundo Nesintu 23:30 India – Guru’s Gone 
Bad

MONDAY APRIL 25
05:00 Obesity: China’s Big Problem 05:30 
Islam Actually – Ramadan Edition (R) 06:00 
The Faith Show 07:00 Cultures of Resistance 
– Stalking Chernobyl 08:00 Ek Se (R) 09:00 
Villagers vs Palm Oil 09:30 Open Studio (R) 
10:00 Township Lessons from the Cape of Good 
Hope 11:00 Framing Reality (2020) 12:00 Al 
Jazeera International News 13:00 Democracy 
Now (R) 14:00 Soul Buddyz (R) 14:30 TED 15:00 
Raggs 15:30 Fuse School 16:00 Ek Se 17:00 
Open Studio 17:30 Faith Show 18:00 Thailand’s 
Child Fighters 18:30 Our City News 19:00 
Khayelitsha TV 20:00 Al Jazeera International 
News 21:00 The Contradictions 22:00 Phillipi 
TV – Monday Movies 23:00 Islam Actually – 
Ramadan Edition 23:30 Democracy Now


