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Are sawmills getting what they want?
- A simulation approach to estimating the value

of precise harvester measurements and 
minimized bucking splits
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• Two cases – cut hanging freely vs with support
• Assumed average measurement accuracy
• Average stem size 0.6 m3sub
• Scenarios with varying safety margins (length)
• Yield losses caused by bucking splits and extra 

safety margin

• Diameter measurements not considered

Simulation of yield losses due to 
bucking splits
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• Accurate length and diameter measurements in 
harvesters are needed to meet industry demands

• Bucking splits cause substantial yield losses if
measures are not taken to avoid them

• Focus on accurate harvester measurements and 
minimized bucking splits is a key to increase
sawmill profitability

In summary


