
 
Medicine and Health Sciences 

157 
 

The research assignment is assessed according to the guidelines of Stellenbosch University and 
you must achieve a mark of at least 50% to pass.  

• The final mark is calculated according to the credit weights of the individual modules.  

• You must obtain a final mark of at least 50% to pass the programme. 

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Dr C Schumann 
Tel: 021 938 9116    Email: Cornelia.Schumann@westerncape.gov.za 
 

5.3.3.8  MPhil in Developmental Paediatrics (subspecialty programme)  

Specific admission requirements 
At least one of the following qualifications: 

• FC Paed (SA); 

• MMed (Paed); or  

• an equivalent specialist qualification. 

Application procedure 
You must apply for a senior registrar post in service of the Western Cape Department of Health and 
Wellness (or alternatively fund yourself for the two years of study) if you want to register for this programme. 
If you are successful, you will be admitted to the MPhil in Developmental Paediatrics. 

Duration of programme 
The programme extends over 2 years. 

Programme content 
The modules run concurrently and all are compulsory. 

Clinical Developmental Paediatrics 872(135) 

Research Assignment 871(45) 
 

Assessment and examination 
Successful completion of the Clinical Developmental Paediatrics module requires satisfactory participation 
whilst working as a senior registrar in the Division of Developmental Paediatrics, as well as a pass mark of at 
least 50% in the Cert Dev Paed (SA) examination of the CMSA. You will be assessed regularly as part of the 
flexible assessment strategy and you must keep a portfolio/log-book of clinical activities, relevant courses 
attended, experience using formal developmental assessment tools and knowledge of relevant services. 

You must register the research protocol within six months after you have registered for the programme and 
complete the research assignment within two years of registration. The research assignment must be 
submitted in the form of an article for publication. Successful completion of the Research Assignment 
module is a requirement for admission to the Cert Dev Paed (SA) examination of the CMSA. 

The modules contribute to the final mark as follows: 

• Clinical Developmental Paediatrics 75%; and 

• Research Assignment 25%. 

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Dr A Thomas 
Tel: 021 938 9888    Email: angeline@sun.ac.za 
 

5.3.3.9  MPhil in Emergency Medicine  
Please note:  
This programme will not be offered in 2024. 

Specific admission requirements 
• A qualification on at least NQF level 8.  

• Registration with the relevant South African professional body (such as the Health Professions 
Council of South Africa [HPCSA] or the SA Nursing Council).  

• You must be able to converse and write in medical English, and pass a basic computer literacy 
examination provided by the Division of Emergency Medicine once you have been shortlisted.  

• For the Clinical Emergency Care Stream, you must have at least two years’ emergency care 
experience after your internship and you must have successfully completed two of the Advanced 
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Life Support Courses (ACLS, APLS, PALS, ATLS, FEC). 

Application procedure and closing date 
Prospective students must contact the Division of Emergency Medicine before applying. Apply online at 
www.maties.com by 30 September of the previous year. Applications for prospective international students 
close on 31 August. 

The Clinical Emergency Care, and Patient Safety and Clinical Decision-making streams will be open to 
medical practitioners, nurses and paramedics. The African Emergency Care stream will be open to medical 
practitioners only. 

Duration of programme 
The programme extends over two years on a part-time basis. 

Programme description 
Non-communicable diseases are claiming ever bigger health tolls, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Emergency Medicine is still a relatively new speciality with very few specialists in South Africa, and even 
fewer on the rest of the continent. In addition, the Emergency Centre is the entry point of the sickest 
individuals into the healthcare system, resulting in the bulk of the care currently being delivered by non-
specialised staff. This MPhil programme is aimed at improving the skills of doctors, paramedics and nurses to 
optimise care in the emergency environment. 

The programme is completed by means of coursework and a research assignment/thesis. 

There are three main streams: 

• Clinical Emergency Care for doctors, nurses and paramedics in emergency care, including a 60-
credit assignment;  

• African Emergency Care for qualified doctors, including a 90-credit thesis; and  

• Patient Safety and Clinical Decision-making for doctors, nurses and paramedics. Two options are 
available: Option A (with a 60-credit assignment) and Option B (with a 90-credit thesis). 

Programme content 

Main stream A – Clinical Emergency Care 

FIRST YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods I 871(15) 

Clinical Emergency Care I 871(15) 

Clinical Emergency Care II 871(15) 
 

Elective modules 

Choose two of the following modules. 

Disaster Medicine 871(15) 

Education and Training in Emergency Care 871(15) 

Ambulatory Care and Travel Medicine 871(15) 

Management and Leadership 871(15) 

Disaster Medical Response Training 871(15) 
 

SECOND YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods II 871(15) 

Healthcare Systems 871(15) 

Resuscitation and Critical Care 871(15) 

Assignment (Emergency Medicine) 871(60) * 

* The research assignment is completed over the course of the two years. 
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Main stream B – African Emergency Care 

FIRST YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods I 871(15) 

African Emergency Care 871(15) 
 

Elective modules 

Choose two of the following modules. 

Disaster Medicine 871(15) 

Education and Training in Emergency Care 871(15) 

Management and Leadership 871(15) 

Disaster Medical Response Training 871(15) 
 

SECOND YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods II 871(15) 

Healthcare Systems 871(15) 

Thesis (Emergency Medicine) 872(90) * 

* The thesis is completed over the course of the two years. 
 

Main stream C – Patient Safety and Clinical Decision-making (Option A) 

FIRST YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods I 871(15) 

Healthcare Systems 871(15) 

Patient Safety and Flow 871(15) 

Critical Thinking in Emergency Care 871(15) 

SECOND YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods II 871(15) 

Continuous Quality Improvement 871(15) 

Education and Training in Emergency Care 871(15) 

Management and Leadership 871(15) 

Assignment (Emergency Medicine) 871(60) * 

* The research assignment is completed over the course of the two years. 
 

Main stream C – Patient Safety and Clinical Decision-making (Option B) 

FIRST YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods I 871(15) 

Healthcare Systems 871(15) 

Patient Safety and Flow 871(15) 

Critical Thinking in Emergency Care 871(15) 
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SECOND YEAR 

Compulsory modules 

Clinical Research Methods II 871(15) 

Thesis (Emergency Medicine) 872(90) * 

* The thesis is completed over the course of the two years. 
 

Elective modules 

Choose one of the following modules. 

Education and Training in Emergency Care 871(15) 

Continuous Quality Improvement 871(15) 

Management and Leadership 871(15) 
 

Assessment and examination 
• Satisfactory completion of a self-reflection portfolio of clinical experience submitted to the Division 

at specified times, as outlined in portfolio guidelines.  

• Depending on the module combinations, you may be required to pass certain first-year modules 
before being allowed to enrol in second-year modules. 

• Assessment is done by means of assignments, skills sessions, tests and examinations, among 
others.  

• Flexible assessment is applicable to all modules. 

• You must pass each module with a minimum mark of 50% for both formative and summative 
assessment.  

• You must submit a satisfactory research assignment demonstrating your ability to conduct an 
independent scientific investigation, to interpret the results and to make deductions from the results.  

• The research assignment is assessed according to the guidelines of Stellenbosch University and a 
minimum of 50% must be achieved to pass.  

• The final mark is calculated according to the credit weights of the individual modules. 

• You must obtain a final mark of at least 50% to pass the programme. 

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Prof HI Geduld 
Tel: 021 938 9992    Email: emed@sun.ac.za 
 

5.3.3.10 MPhil in Endocrinology (subspecialty programme)  

Specific admission requirements 
At least one of the following qualifications: 

• FCP (SA); 

• MMed (Int); or 

• an equivalent specialist qualification. 

Application procedure 
You must apply for a senior registrar post in service of the Western Cape Department of Health and 
Wellness if you want to register for this programme. If you are successful, you will be admitted to the MPhil 
in Endocrinology. 

Duration of programme 
The programme extends over two years. 

Programme content 
All modules are compulsory and run concurrently instead of consecutively.  

Clinical Endocrinology 872(135) 

Assignment 871(45) 
 

Assessment and examination 
• To successfully complete the Clinical Endocrinology module, your participation must be satisfactory 

while working as a senior registrar in the Division of Endocrinology. Furthermore, you must achieve a 
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Research assignment 

• One internal and one external examiner assess the research assignment.  

• You must pass the research assignment with 50% or more to successfully complete the Research 
Assignment module. 

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Prof EW Derman  
Tel: (021) 938 9827    Email: ewderman@sun.ac.za 

Administrative assistant: Mrs LM Deck 
Tel: (021) 938 9801    Email: lmdeck@sun.ac.za 
 

5.3.2.25 MSc in Sport Science  

Specific admission requirements 
• A bachelor’s or an honours degree with an average of at least 60% that Senate has approved for this 

purpose. 

• If you have attained a standard of competence in your particular field of study that Senate considers 
to be adequate for such purpose, you can be admitted to the programme. 

Application procedure and closing date 
Apply online at www.maties.com by 30 September of the previous year. Applications for prospective 
international students close on 31 August. 

Programme structure 
The programme consists of a 100% thesis on a topic which has been approved by the Postgraduate 
Programme Committee and the supervisor.  

Assessment and examination 
On completion of your study, your thesis is assessed both internally and externally. The thesis counts 100% 
towards the final mark and you must obtain 50% to obtain the degree. 

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Prof R Lamberts 
Tel: 021 808 9085    Email: roblam@sun.ac.za  
 

5.3.3  Master of Philosophy  
The programme Master of Philosophy in the Faculty consists of subspecialty training and structured and 
thesis programmes. 

Programmes for subspecialty training 
These programmes offer specialists in Internal Medicine, and Obstetrics and Gynaecology the opportunity to 
qualify as subspecialists in one of the various subspecialty fields within these disciplines. 

General admission requirements for subspecialty programmes 
You can apply for the subspecialty programmes in the respective disciplines if you meet the following 
requirements: 

• The MMed degree in Internal Medicine or Obstetrics and Gynaecology; and 

• Registration as specialist with the Health Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA). 

See each programme for the admission requirements that apply specifically to a particular programme. 

Clinical experience 
If you want to register for one of these programmes at the University, you must be appointed in one of the 
approved HPCSA training numbers as awarded to the Faculty and occupy a senior registrar post in service of 
the Western Cape Provincial Department of Health and Wellness for the full duration of your training. 

Assessment and examination 
The standard exit examination for these programmes is a certificate examination of the Colleges of Medicine 
of South Africa (CMSA). 

Structured and thesis programmes 
These programmes are advanced research-based programmes. In some programmes candidates must pass 
theoretical modules and successfully complete a research assignment, and in other programmes a research 
thesis that meet the requirements of the University must be submitted.  



Disclaimer: 
 
The content above comes from the 2024 Medicine and Health Sciences Yearbook. 

Make sure to consult the full Medicine and Health Sciences Yearbook to see this 

extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take special note 

of additional information in the yearbook under section Postgraduate programmes. 

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2024-FMHS.pdf
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2024-FMHS.pdf



