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Curriculum vitae 

Hayman Russel Botman 

(1953/10/18 – 2014/06/28)  

Address:    57 Saffraan Avenue, Die Boord, Stellenbosch, 7600, South Africa 

Contact details:  +27 21 808 4490 (office) 

Website:    www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector  

In memoriam:   http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/in-memoriam  

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 Nationality:      South African – identity number 531018 5075 08 0 

Driver’s licence:  Code B (light motor vehicle) 

Date of birth: 18 October 1953 

Deceased: 28 June 2014 

Birthplace:  Bloemfontein 

Parents: Reverend Karel and Mrs Mavis Botman 

Marital status: Married to Beryl Verna Botman 

Children: Hayman, Lizelle, Ilse, Roxanne 

Grandchildren: Byron, Jayden, Haylan 

Siblings: Ethne, Phoebe, Grace, Deon 

Languages:       

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 

DTh (University of the Western Cape [UWC], 1994) 

‘Discipleship as transformation? Towards a theology of transformation. A critical study of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theology’ 

Supervisor: Prof Dirkie J. Smit 

MTh (cum laude) (University of the Western Cape, 1984) 

‘Jesus, nóg God, nóg mens? ŉ Kritiese studie van die verbondmatige Christologie van 
Hendrikus Berkhof’ 

(Jesus, neither God, nor human? A critical study of the covenantal Christology of Hendrikus 
Berkhof) 

Supervisor: Prof Dirkie J. Smit 

BTh Licentiate (University of the Western Cape, 1981) 

‘Investigation into a comprehensive pastoral practice’ 

Supervisor: Prof Gustav Bam 

BTh (University of the Western Cape, 1979) 

Ethics III, Dogmatics III, New Testament III, Old Testament III, Missiology III, Ecclesiology III 

Language Speaking Reading Writing 

Afrikaans Excellent Excellent Excellent 

English Excellent Excellent Excellent 

Xhosa Learner Learner Learner 

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/in-memoriam
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BA (University of the Western Cape, 1978) 

Psychology III, Afrikaans en (and) Nederlands (Dutch) III, Biblical Studies III 

 

Secondary education: Matric 

Kliptown Senior Secondary School, Kliptown, Johannesburg 

Subjects: Afrikaans, English, Accountancy, Business Economics, Biology, Mathematics 

 

Primary education:  

Dr Blok School, Heatherdale, Bloemfontein. 

 

SHORT COURSES 

Harvard Business School (2009) 

Leadership best practices 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

LAST FULL-TIME EMPLOYER:    STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 

2007 until 28 July 2014 (deceased): Rector and Vice-Chancellor 

(Appointed by SU Council for 1st 5-year term in 2007 and 
reappointed for a 2nd term in 2012) 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

As the chief executive officer and academic leader of Stellenbosch University (SU), the Rector 
assumes overall responsibility for establishing, maintaining and achieving the mission, vision, 
values and goals of the University. At functional level, he assumes overall responsibility for: 

 academic leadership; 

 sustainable strategic planning and management of the University; 

 the formulation and implementation of general policy; 

 the financial management and control of the University; 

 the facilitation, management and maintenance of sound internal relations regarding staff as 
well as students; 

 establishing, maintaining and promoting sound external relations – both nationally and 
internationally; 

 the identification of, and safeguarding against, strategic and operational risks to which the 
University may be exposed; 

 ensuring appropriate local, regional, national and international role playing by the 
University; and 

 SU’s HOPE Project (http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/The-HOPE-
Project.aspx and http://thehopeproject.co.za/hope/Pages/default.aspx).  

 

2002–2007 

STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 

Vice-Rector: Teaching 

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/The-HOPE-Project.aspx
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/The-HOPE-Project.aspx
http://thehopeproject.co.za/hope/Pages/default.aspx
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RESPONSIBILITIES 

Teaching and Learning portfolio; student accommodation; student affairs; quality assurance; 
faculties; academic planning; academic support; Registrar’s Division 

Policy formation 

Teaching and Learning Plan 2002 

Language Policy and Plan 2003 

Quality Assurance Plan 2004 

Mergers and incorporations  

Incorporation of the Dentistry Faculty into UWC  2003 

Rightsizing and restructuring 

Academic Planning and Quality Assurance Division    2003 

Academic Support Division    2003 

Student Affairs Division    2004 

Academic Administration Division     2005 

Established First-year Academy    2005 

Project management and ownership 

Student, alumni and managers’ web portals    2004 

Business plan: Improving student success    2004 

First-year Academy    2005 

E-learning: Migration to Web-CT Vista    2005 

High-level troubleshooting 

Military Academy, racial tensions 

ANC Youth League and South African Students’ Congress (SASCO), language racism tensions 

Acting Rector 

Annually in the absence of the Rector and Vice-Chancellor 

Critical institutional performance 

Quality control audit of the Council on Higher Education     2004–2005 

Academic leadership 

Reporting point for deans 

Chair of Academic Planning Committee 

Deputy Chair of Senate 

Deputy Director of SU at Higher Education South Africa (HESA) 

 

2000–2002 

STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 

Faculty of Theology: Department of Practical Theology and Missiology 

Professor: Missiology, Ecumenism and Public Theology 

Chairperson: Missiology Department 

Chairperson: Employment Equity Forum: Humaniora, University level 
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Chairperson: Ecumenical, International Affairs and Communications 
Faculty Committee 

Convenor: Faculty’s Research Planning Team for Theological-Ethical 
Studies on Poverty in South Africa 

Member: Faculty Executive Committee 

Senior advisor: Beyers Naudé Centre for Public Theology 

Additional official responsibilities 

Principal: Theological School of the Uniting Reformed Church in 
Southern Africa (URCSA), SU, 2000–2001 

Editor: Koinonia, the newspaper of the Theological School of the 
URCSA, SU, 1999–2002 

Extraordinary professor: Postgraduate studies of Social Ethics, UWC, 2000–2002 

Visiting professor: Master’s programme in Social Ethics, University of Port 
Elizabeth (UPE), 1999/2000/2001 

Responsibilities and key accomplishments/recognition 

International relations  

Managing and extending international relationships, research collaboration and exchange 
opportunities 

Ecumenical relations  

Establishing and nurturing relations with leadership of Reformed, Presbyterian, Congregational, 
Methodist and Anglican Church as well as other churches 

Administration  

Committee administration and administration of the Theological School of the URCSA, 
Stellenbosch 

Directorship  

Establishing the Beyers Naudé Centre for Public Theology; developing constitution, business plan 
and proposals; communication with all stakeholders 

Organisational and community leadership 

Executive Chairperson of the Ecumenical Foundation of Southern Africa (EFSA), 1998 until 
currently 

Board of Simanyisiswe Community Project, Kayamandi, Stellenbosch, 2000–2001 

Consultant for the Western Cape Provincial Council of Churches, 1994–2000 

Church council member of SA Gestig congregation, URCSA, Belhar, 2000–2001 

 

1994–1999 

UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN CAPE 

 Faculty of Religion and Theology 

Position and applicable date(s) 

Dean of the Faculty: Faculty of Religion and Theology, 1999 

Associate professor: Practical Theology, 1999 

Senior lecturer: Practical Theology, 1994–1999 

Dean’s representative: International, Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs, 1996–1998 
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Departmental chair: Department of Christianity and Society, 1996–1997 

 

Responsibilities and key accomplishments/recognition 

Management  

Complete transformation, rightsizing and institutional reorganisation of the faculty; designing and 
organising a strategic plan for structural, staffing, academic and budgetary adjustments; budget 
management, diversity management, staff management and development, staff redeployment, 
recruitment of contract and part-time staff, liaison with community constituencies, co-ordinating 
advertising and conflict resolution. 

Chairperson and organising secretary of the Faculty International Relations Committee including 
Member of Senate International Relations Committee. 

Chairperson of Faculty Academic Development Committee including member of the Senate 
Committee for Academic Development. 

Member of the Higher Degrees Committee of the Faculty of Religion and Theology. 

Teaching  

Developing course work material and a teaching profile 

Research  

Significant research; gaining experience in research methods, ethics and approaches; publishing 
extensively – both nationally and internationally 

Community development  

Regular participation in national and local processes of public discourse 

Requested by the SACC to organise a follow-up Anti-Racism Conference on Group rights, 
affirmative action and racism in the course of the second semester 1997. 

Organised and co-ordinated an Anti-Racism Conference on Ethnicity and religion, October 1996, 
Library Auditorium, UWC, funded by the SACC. 

Organised and co-ordinated the first two Society Forums hosting Dr Frank Chikane (2 October 
1995 - The state of the nation) and Dr Beyers Naudé (22 August 1995 - Theological education in a 
democratic South Africa). 

International relations  

Managing and extending international relations, research collaboration and exchange opportunities 

Ecumenical relations  

Establishing and nurturing relations with leadership of Reformed, Presbyterian, Congregational, 
Methodist and Anglican Church as well as other churches from both the black and white 
communities in South Africa 

Administration  

Successful annual administration of the Department of Christianity and Society, with positive 
performance assessment 

Institutional management  

Planning, managing and restructuring of the Faculty of Religion and Theology; budget 
management of the Faculty and the Department of Christianity and Society; managing the 
academic programmes of the departments of Christianity and Society, and Christian Studies 

Organisational management  

Executive Chairperson of EFSA 
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1982–1993 

DUTCH REFORMED MISSION CHURCH (LATER THE UNITING REFORMED CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA) 

Position and applicable date(s) 

Minister of Religion: 1982–1993 

Ordainment: 1982 

Congregation: Wynberg, Western Cape 

Responsibilities and key accomplishments/recognition 

Manager of Voter Education Programme in 1994 

Coordinating the work of all Western Cape trainers of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
(DRMC); preparing proposal; managing the budget, and reporting to the national funding body 

Community development  

Founding the Shadia Community Development Project, Parkwood, Cape Town, 1987 

Congregational responsibilities 

Community leadership 

National leadership  

National Vice-Moderator of the Church, 1990–1994 

Assessor and General Secretary of the Commission for Ecumenical Affairs 

Establishing new relations and organising programmes and workshops with other churches and 
religious communities, etc. 

 

Executive member of the South African Council of Churches (SACC) 

Significant contribution to the SACC’s struggle against apartheid 

 

CONSECUTIVE EMPLOYMENT 

Battswood Educational Institute 

URCSA, Educational Ministry, Wynberg 

Established in 1888 

Position and applicable date(s) 

Manager: 1982–1993 

Responsibilities and key accomplishments/recognition 

Community arts centre manager 

Racial transformation of staff and students towards inclusiveness; managing an operating budget 
of R500 000 and a team of eight community arts experts 

Primary school manager 

Team management and successful transformation of a school with 21 teachers and 900 learners, 
under the auspices of a community governing body 

Manager: Battswood Educare Centre 

Successful establishment of the centre, with learners from diverse religious and racial backgrounds 

Fundraising  

Raising and negotiating a significant percentage (60%) of the income of these institutions, with only 
a small percentage (8%) of the funding raised internationally 
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Budget management  

Successful budget management so that projects could be both extended and transformed; 
innovative budget management, including three-year rolling plans instead of mere maintenance 
budget management 

 

CORPORATE APPOINTMENTS (SEE ‘DECLARATION OF INTERESTS’) 

 · Board Chairperson of the Cape Town World Design Capital 2014 Implementation Company 
– since November 2012  

· Trustee of the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) – since February 2011  

· Guardian of NB4 New Beginning – since February 2009 

· Trustee of Church and Business Against HIV & Aids – since July 2009 

· Non-Executive Director of STIAS – since January 2007 

· Non-Executive Director of Unistel Group – since January 2007 

· Trustee of the Stellenbosch Trust – since January 2007 

· Trustee of Sanlam Unity Trust – since October 2007 

· Chairperson of the Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees [Klein Karoo National Arts Festival] 
(KKNK) Board of Directors – from 2006–2011 

· Non-Executive Director of Media24 (Pty) Ltd – since September 2006 

· Non-Executive Director of Media24 – since April 2005 

· Trustee of Cape Development and Dialogue Centre (CDDC) – since 2000 

· Executive Chairperson of EFSA – since 1998 

ACADEMIC ASSOCIATIONS  

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/Awards-and-Professional-Ties.aspx  

Full membership of the following: 

· Ethics Institute of South Africa 

· Institute for Contextual Theology 

· International Academy of Practical Theology 

· Theological Society of Southern Africa (former chairperson) 

· Society for Practical Theology in South Africa 

· South African Academy of Religion 

· Ecumenical Association for Third-World Theologians 

· Editorial Board of the journal Theology Today, Princeton, America 

· Editorial board of the Journal of Theology for Southern Africa  

· Editorial board of the Journal for Practical Theology in South Africa 

 

HONOURS, AWARDS, RECOGNITION 

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/Awards-and-Professional-Ties.aspx  

2014 

UWC Chancellor's Outstanding Alumnus Award [awarded posthumously on 28 August 2014, 
received by Prof Russel Botman’s widow, Mrs Beryl Botman] 

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/Awards-and-Professional-Ties.aspx
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/Awards-and-Professional-Ties.aspx
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Honorary Degree: Doctor of Laws (University of Aberdeen, Scotland) [Awarded posthumously on 8 
July 2014; received by Mrs Beryl Botman] 

2013 

Abraham Kuyper Prize for Excellence in Reformed Theology and Public Life (Princeton Theological 
Seminary, USA) 

2011 

Award for Academic Leadership of the Turquoise Harmony Institute of South Africa 

2007 

Eden District Municipality’s George Lelie Award for Leadership in Arts and Culture (South Africa) 

Honorary membership of the United Nations (UN) Association of South Africa in recognition of 
contributions to South African society and the advancement of UN goals 

Commendation by the Board of Trustees and the President of Bethel University (USA) for 
remarkable accomplishments in the field of education, theology, social justice and reconciliation 

2005 

Honorary membership of the Golden Key International Honour Society, a global community of 
academic achievers 

2004 

Special recognition by Education Minister Prof Kader Asmal for the successful incorporation of 
SU’s Dentistry Faculty into UWC 

2001 

Research advisor to the General Secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) 
[until 2004]; nomination for the Desmond Tutu Educational Trust Leadership Awards  

2000 

Appointment as Campbell scholar at Columbia Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 

1994 

Certificate of honour for dedication to ecumenism and the poor, Western Cape Provincial Council 
of Churches, South Africa 

1989 

Special award for standing for justice and humanity, by the City Council of Milwaukee, USA 

 

PUBLIC ISSUES AND COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 

· Executive Committee member of HESA, 2010 
· Chair, Audit and Risk Committee, HESA, 2010 
· Vice-President of the Association of African Universities (AAU), 2009-2014 
· Chairperson of the HESA Africa Task Team, 2009 
· SACC President, 2003–2007 
· Chairperson of a course presented by SU in collaboration with the Medical University of 

South Africa (MEDUNSA), the first qualification of its kind in South Africa with a focus on 
HIV and Aids in the workplace, offering a postgraduate diploma in Management, 2002–
2009 

· Member of the SU Ministerial Task Group who advised the Minister of Education on 
matters of religion and education, 2002–2009 

· Initiator of the establishment of the Beyers Naudé Centre for Public Theology, based at 
the SU Faculty of Theology, and serving as Chief Advisor to the Centre, 2002 until 2014 

· Continuous ties with the SU Faculty of Theology and the URCSA, serving in a number of 
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capacities and assisting these institutions on matters relating to the Faculty, the Church, 
and students who were prepared for ministry by these institutions, 2002 until 2014 

· Chairperson of the Ecumenical Committee of the Cape Regional Synod, URCSA, 1994–
1998 

· Moderator of the Southern Africa Alliance of Reformed Churches (a WARC area 
committee including member churches in Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Angola, South Africa, Lesotho and Botswana), 1990–1998 

· Executive Member of the National Religious Initiative for Development and Welfare in 
South Africa, 1997 until 2014 

· Chairperson of the Ecumenical Ministry for Labour and Industry, Western Cape, 1990–
2014 

· SACC Executive Committee Member, 1990–1994 
· Executive member of the SACC Church Leaders Forum, 1990–1994 
· Vice-Moderator of the DRMC in South Africa, 1990–1994, up until the establishment of the 

URCSA on 14 April 1994 
· Member of the National Interfaith Board of Religious Leaders for Electoral Justice, South 

Africa, 1993–1994 
· Cape Town co-host of the Eminent Persons Delegation of the World Council of Churches 

(WCC) EMPSA (Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa) initiative in support of 
the political transition in South Africa, 1993 

· Executive delegate to the WCC’s first conference in South Africa after the Cottesloe 
summit (1960), led by Dr Emilio Castro, WCC General Secretary, 1989 

· Chairperson of the General Synod’s Committee for Public Witness, URCSA, 1986 until 
2014 

· Chairperson of the Western Cape Churches’ Urban Planning Commission, 1985–1986 
· Editor of Koinonia, student magazine of the Theological Faculty, UWC, 1977 

 

NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION, ACTIVITIES 

2004 

· Member of the delegation of church leaders who met with Dr Frank Chikane, Director-
General in the Office of the President, and Thabo Mbeki, President of the Republic of 
South Africa, in September and October on ensuring free and fair elections in Zimbabwe 

· Invitation to, and delivery of paper at, meeting of the Center of Theological Inquiry at 
Princeton University in America, 29 April–3 May 

· Appointment in March as director of NB Publishers, a publishing company with a number 
of imprints (including Tafelberg, Human & Rousseau, Pharos and Kwela), each 
maintaining their own independent editorial staff, supported by joint marketing, 
administrative and financial divisions. The company’s core activity is publishing general 
books in both Afrikaans and English. The holding company for NB Publishers (Pty) Ltd is 
Via Afrika Ltd, which in turn comprises the publishing and small-business sector of the 
Naspers Group. 

2003 

· Meeting with Minister Charles Nqakula, Minister of Safety and Security, on matters 
relating to crime in South Africa and churches’ concerns in finding solutions to this 
problem, 15 December 

· Speaking at the centenary of the Rhodes Trust and the inauguration of the Mandela-
Rhodes Foundation at St George’s cathedral, Cape Town  

2002 

· Participation in the WARC Project on Covenanting for Justice in the Economy and the 
Earth, working closely with Setri Nyomi, WARC General Secretary, July 

· SACC Moral Regeneration Movement launch in Pretoria, with endorsement by a cross-
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section of government, business, civil society and faith-based organisations, 18 April 
· Celebration of the Makhoba claim settlement, at the invitation of Ms Thoko Didiza, 

Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs, and Adv Wallace A. Mgoqi, Chief Land Claims 
Commissioner, and presided over by Thabo Mbeki, President of South Africa, 12 April 

· Invitation to the launch of the new National Structure of Industrial Ministry in South Africa, 
11 March 

· Attending lunch in honour of religious structures, at the invitation of Mr Tito Mboweni, 
Governor of the South African Reserve Bank, 4 March 

2000 

· Main preacher at the first Jubilee 2000 Campaign church service held in St George’s 
Cathedral, Cape Town, with other participants including Dr Kenneth Kaunda, former 
President of Zambia, and Dr Frene Ginwala, Speaker of the South African Parliament, and 
attended by academics, community leaders and speakers of parliaments from the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) region, 16 April 

· Invitation to apply for the position of Director of the Bossey Ecumenical Institute of 
Geneva University and the WCC, Geneva, Switzerland. 

· Appointment as Campbell scholar, Columbia Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, 
America 

· Keynote speaker at the Rustenburg III Conference of Churches in South Africa on 
‘Turning the tide on South Africa’s ethical challenges’, with conference organisers and 
speakers including Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndungane (Church of the Province), 
Archbishop Lawrence Henry (Catholic Church), Moderator Coenie Burger (Dutch 
Reformed Church), Moderator James Buys (URCSA) and others 

1999 

· Appointment as Dean of the Faculty of Religion and Theology, UWC 
· Being offered the position of WARC Executive Secretary for Theology, Geneva, 

Switzerland 
· Being shortlisted as second candidate for the position of UWC Transformation Officer 
· Participation in ‘Globalisation and poverty among women’ conference with Denise 

Ackermann, Mercy Oduyoye, Ben Turok, Molefe Tsele and others 
· Invitation to one of President Nelson Mandela’s farewell dinners with academics from the 

UWC at the presidential home Genadendal, Cape Town 

1998 

· Speaking engagements at several padares1 of the WCC in Harare, Zimbabwe, 6–11 
December: 
o Two sessions on the ‘Theology of Life’ process, WCC 
o Two sessions on economic globalisation, WARC 
o A session of The Life and Peace Institute, Uppsala, Sweden, on ‘A political 

reconciliation’ 
· Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of the Southern Africa Alliance of

Reformed Churches.  
· Invitation to speak at the international academic conference Multi-Event 99 on the theme 

‘Developing a human rights language in South Africa’, Breakwater Lodge, Cape Town, 
October 

· Addressing a select gathering of people at the South African embassy, The Hague, 
Netherlands, on ‘Reconceiving the perpetrator and civil authority in the context of gross 
human rights violations’, 21 June 

· Member of the Quaker Peace Centre’s forum The Religious Response (RR) with regard to 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), Cape Town, 1995–1998 

                                           
1 Zimbabwean Shona word for a meeting place or a village meeting where concerns are raised for public discussion. 
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· Invitation from President Nelson Mandela to be one of the 15 representatives from the 
religious community to participate in the Presidential Jobs Summit, focusing on job 
creation, the global economy and the role of the churches 

· Delivery of address at a conference on eco-justice at the Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, America, organised by the noted scholar Larry Rasmussen, under the theme 
‘The political and religious challenges of eco-justice – The oikos-dilemma’ 

· Resident researcher at the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, New Jersey, America, 
on the topic ‘Global economy and citizenship in a democratic South Africa’ 

· Member of think tank for consultation on the theme ‘Revision of the churches’ human 
rights responsibility after the Truth and Reconciliation Process’, Cape Town 

· Request to present an article for publication in the journal Scriptura, International Journal 
of Bible, Religion and Theology in Southern Africa under the title ‘Ethical dilemmas of 
human rights violations’ 

· Member of the Western Cape policy formation think tank of the TRC Reparation and 
Restitution Subcommittee  

1997 

· One of five international consultants to the WARC Partnership of Women and Men 
Commission for its 23rd General Council, Debrecen, Hungary, 5–20 August 

· Delivery of opening sermon at the first Pan-African conference on ‘Reconstructing Africa: 
Jubilee and the African Kairos’ to representatives of member churches of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, Gallagher Estate, Midrand, 10 May 

· Appointment as Co-Chairperson for the first combined consultation of the WCC, the 
Lutheran World Federation and WARC on the theme ‘Human rights and its theological 
foundations’, Geneva, Switzerland, April 

· Requested by the WARC Executive Officer to organise, raise awareness of, and make an 
essential theological proposal for a processus confessionis on the global economy at the 
Forum for Delegates from Churches of the South at the WARC General Council, 
Debrecen, Hungary, where the proposal was formally adopted 

· Mandate from the Western Cape Provincial Council of Churches to draft a theological 
rationale for the Church’s call to ‘seek the peace of the city’ (Jeremiah 29:7), which led to 
the establishment of an ecumenical anti-crime campaign in conjunction with the National 
Ministry of Justice 

· Request to prepare a publication for Tract Two, a highly regarded publication of the 
Centre for Conflict Studies at the UWC, on the theme ‘Conflict resolution in the new South 
Africa’ 

1996 

· Invitation as keynote speaker on ‘Human rights violations, truth, reconciliation and the 
church’ at the 25th anniversary of Kairos, and in honour of the 80th birthday of Dr Beyers 
Naudé at the Jacobi theatre, Utrecht, Netherlands 

· Participation in a community radio programme on diversity in the Western Cape and the 
politics of recognition, Cape Town 

· Carrying out a mandate from church leaders in the Western Cape, under the auspices of 
Dr Desmond Tutu, to draft a religious response to the Ruyterwacht education crisis, where 
white parents refused black students entry to a primary school 

1995 

· Inaugural lecture at the inauguration of Dr James Gaylen as President of Calvin College, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, America, under the theme ‘The Reformed Churches and nation 
building in South Africa’, 30 October 
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1994 

· Receipt of certificate of honour for on-going dedication to ecumenism and the struggle of 
the church on the side of the poor and the marginalised, from the Western Cape Branch of 
the SACC, 14 April 

· Being shortlisted with Dr Barney Pityana and Ms Brigalia Bam for the vacancy (vacated by 
Dr Frank Chikane) of SACC General Secretary 

1993 

· Election as Co-Chairperson of the first joint mass meeting of the South African Democratic 
Teachers Union (SADTU) and the Cape Teacher’s Professional Association (CTPA), 
where crucial conflict and matters of transformation were considered and resolved 

· Organising a WARC national conference in Cape Town for member churches to reflect on 
the theme ‘Reformed Christians and civil responsibility in the new democracy of South 
Africa’, with the General Secretary, Dr Milan Opoçensky, as keynote speaker 

1990 

· Founding member of South Africa’s first Religious Leaders’ Forum for Electoral Justice, 
with special focus on the responsibility of faith communities, individual Christians, 
politicians and ecumenical bodies to secure a fair election for South Africa 

1989 

· Special award for standing for justice, by the City Council of the State of Milwaukee, USA 

· Co-ordinator of the transformation team of consultants for the Vuyani Educare Centre, a 
community centre accommodated at the St Phillips Church, Kenwyn, Cape Town 

1986 

· Received three page banning order for human rights activities against the Apartheid 
State from the Minister of Law and Order in the Apartheid regime. The banning order 
lasted until the disbandment of the State of Emergency Act in 1993. 

· Receipt of a Christian Fellowship Trust grant for an extended travelling seminar to study 
the work of churches and organisations in England, Germany, Switzerland and the 
Netherlands 

1985 

· Appointment as international peace associate for the National Peace-making Programme 
of the Presbyterian Church of America, 1985–1990 

·  Arrested and held in prison for anti-Apartheid activities under the State of Emergency laws 
in South Africa. 

1979  

· Chairperson of the National Leaders Forum of the Association of Christian Students in 
South Africa 

1976 

· Appointment as Public Relations Officer of the Student Representative Council at UWC, 
Bellville, and leading university students in human rights protest against apartheid laws in 
solidarity with the Soweto uprising 

· Arrested and interrogated on anti-Apartheid activities by the Security Branch of the 
Apartheid State. 
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RESEARCH 

2004 

· Continued relationship with the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, New Jersey, 
America, with Theological Anthropology as research field and ‘Being human in a global 
context’ as specific theme 

2003 

· Appointment as rresearcher with Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, New Jersey, 
America, with Theological Anthropology as research field and ‘Being human in a global 
context’ as specific theme 

2002 

· Appointment as extraordinary professor in the Department of Religion and Theology, 
UWC, delivering lectures at postgraduate level to master’s students on the topic 
‘Globalisation and public morality’ 

· Participation in Bossey Research Group on Globalisation, based in Switzerland with a 
particular focus on the anthropological aspects of globalisation, working in partnership 
with Julio de Santa Ana of the WCC, July 

· WCC research project on globalisation in Switzerland, 1 April–12 April 

· Covenant research in the United Kingdom, 14–21 February 

· Research on globalisation in Tutzing, Switzerland, 3–6 February 

2001 

· Appointment as research consultant for WARC, 2001–2004 

2000 

· Participation in WCC iinternational interdisciplinary research project on ‘Social ethics and 
economic globalisation’, Geneva, Switzerland, 2000–2002 

· Participation in international religion research project of the University of Victoria, Canada, 
on the theme ‘Race, conflict and religion’, 1999–2000 

· Appointment as research and seminar leader as well as coordinator for the international 
travel seminar of Columbia Theological Seminary, under the theme ‘Race and religion in 
South Africa’, 1999–2000 

· Appointment as Co-Chairperson of the International Reformed and Roman-Catholic 
Dialogue Committee, 1999–2003 

1999 

· Research on the theme ‘Economic globalization, spirituality and poverty’ 

· Research on the theme ‘Ecumenical responses to globalization’ 

1998 

· Resident researcher of the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, New Jersey, America, 
with research focus on the theme ‘The Reformed understanding of the relationship 
between confession and ministry, with specific reference to the place and practices of the 
Confession of Belhar’ 

· Writing research paper on Reformed Studies, and presenting it at the Kuyper conference 
‘Religion, pluralism and public life’, Princeton, New Jersey, America 

· Investigating paradigm shifts and progress in South African theologies 
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1997 

· Participation in the international research colloquium ‘International value studies and civil 
society’, coordinated by the Philosophical Society of America, Washington DC, America 

· Participation in an international research project that culminated in a colloquium held at 
the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Netherlands, on the theme ‘Vitality in Reformed 
Churches’, May 

· Coordinating a value formation research project by EFSA, Cape Town 

1996 

· Interdisciplinary research on issues of identity, culture and religion of Muslims and 
Christians in Bonteheuwel, Cape Town, in collaboration with Dr Farid Esack (a Muslim 
scholar) and Dr David Venter (a sociologist) 

· Research on theological and ethical issues related to the truth and reconciliation process 
in South Africa, which led to co-editorship of a book on the project 

· Member and coordinator of the WCC Theology of Life research group in South Africa, with 
men and women researchers of the University of Cape Town (UCT) and Natal University 

· Establishing a congregational transformation study group for leadership in the URCSA, 
with seven participating congregations 

· Participation in research discussions of the Hermanus Congregational Research Group of 
the URCSA and the Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) 

1994 

· Receipt of research grant from SU’s Bureau for Continuing Theological Training and 
Research (BUVTON) for a study tour to America to audit seminaries and theological 
institutions in specified cities, and appointment as co-leader of the research group 

· Receipt of research grant from the Human Science Research Council’s (HSRC) Centre for 
Science Development as well as UWC to present a paper at the annual general meeting 
of the Society for Scientific Study of Religion and the Religious Research Association of 
America, Albuquerque, New Mexico, November 

1993 

· Receipt of HSRC grant for doctoral studies at a South African university on the topic 
‘Discipleship as transformation? Towards a theology of transformation’ 

1992 

· Receipt of HSRC grant for doctoral studies and research in Europe 

1985 

· Completion of MTh thesis and graduating cum laude from the UWC 

 

RESEARCH EVALUATION 

· Evaluation of applications for research grants for the international conference on international 
science liaison 

· Evaluation of research proposals to the National Research Foundation (NRF) of South Africa 

 

MAJOR RESEARCH AWARDS 

2000–2002 

· ‘Global Economic Justice’, WARC                   
                      R150 000 
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2000 

· Campbell scholar, Columbia Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, America    
                      R48 000 

1999 

· ‘Economic advocacy and literacy’, EFSA                 
                     R25 000 

· ‘Public role of the church and values in society’, EFSA            
                      R75 000 

1998 

· ‘The Truth and Reconciliation Process’, EFSA               
                      R25 000 

1997 

· Resident researcher at the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, New Jersey, America, 
‘Economy and citizenship in a democratic South Africa’            
                  R105 000 

1993 

· Doctoral research grant, National Research Fund      R18 000 

 

LECTURES/ACADEMIC PAPERS 

www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/Academic-Publications.aspx  

2014 

· Address prepared for receipt of honorary doctorate from the University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland, 08 July 2014 [Awarded posthumously, delivered by Prof Botman’s widow, Mrs 
Beryl Botman, on receipt of the degree on his behalf] 

· “Leadership in the international context”, lecture at International Women’s Day 
Conference, University of Aberdeen, 7 March 2014 

2013 

· ‘The role of universities in the development of Africa’, lecture presented at ETH Zurich 
(Swiss Federal Institute of Technology), 22 May 2013 

· ‘The role of theology and higher education in Africa today’, presented during the Annual 
Conference of the Princeton Theological Seminary’s Abraham Kuyper Center, USA, 
20 April 2013 

· ‘Dread, Hope and the African Dream: An Ecumenical Collage’, lecture presented upon 
receipt of the Princeton Theological Seminary’s Abraham Kuyper Prize for Excellence in 
Reformed Theology and Public Life, USA, 18 April 2013 

2012 

· Centenary celebrations of the Msunduzi Museum, Pietermaritzburg, 16 December 2012 
· Address at the Africa Leads conference, part of the Globally Responsible Leadership 

Initiative, 20 November 2012 
· Opening of the Berlin 10 Open Access Conference, 7 November 2012 
· ‘International Knowledge Coalitions’, a paper delivered at the 6th International Forum of 

the Academic Consortium 21 (AC21), University of Adelaide, Australia, 12 June 2012 
· ‘Towards a sustainable global community – What universities should be doing’, Dalarna 

University, Sweden, 13 August 2012 

2011 

· Employability in a developmental context for a just dispensation, UNESCO-China-Africa 

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/Pages/Academic-Publications.aspx
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University Leaders Meeting on Higher Education and Society, 25 October 2011 
· ‘Hope in Africa: The role of universities in times of political transition’ – Talloires Network 

Leaders Conference, 15 June 2011 
· ‘Social responsibility and relevance in higher education’, delivered at annual gala dinner 

of the University of Stellenbosch Business School (USB), Cape Town, 30 March 
· ‘Armoede en Onderwys’ (Poverty and Education), a lecture at the Poverty Conference of 

the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa and the United Reforming Church of 
Southern Africa, Bellville, 16 March 

·  ‘Africa and the MDGs’ at 1st International Poverty Summit, Johannesburg, 18 January  

2010 

· Speech entitled ‘Be the change’ at the World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE), 
Doha, Qatar, 8 December  

· Speech entitled ’n Ubuntu van tale: meertaligheid in die hoër onderwys at the Afrikaans 
Language Council Education Conference, Artscape, 28 August 

· Speech entitled ‘Afrikaans in the 21st century’ delivered at the 4th Annual Mathews 
Phosa Lecture, Afrikaans Language Museum and Monument, Paarl, 12 August 

· Speech during a collegial conversation about the pedagogy of hope at SU, 1 June 
· ‘Hope in Africa: Human development through higher education community interaction’, 

delivered at the Bellagio conference, Italy, hosted by the Talloires Network, 24 March 
2010 

· ‘Submission entitled ‘A New Humanism for our time: Education, hope and transformation’ 
to the second ‘New Humanism’ symposium, 24 February 2010 

2009 

· Paper entitled ‘A Pedagogy of Hope: Stellenbosch University’s Vision for Higher 
Education and Sustainable Development’, with Arnold van Zyl, Ayesha Fakie and Christoff 
Pauw at the 12th General Conference of the AAU, Abuja, Nigeria, under the theme 
‘Sustainable Development in Africa: The Role of Higher Education’, 4 May 

· Lecture entitled ‘John Calvin: A Public Theologian’ at the commemoration of John Calvin 
at Westminster College, 26 October 

2004 

· Presentation with a focus on the value of the Barmen Declaration and the Confession of 
Belhar as contemporary symbols of liberation at a conference on these confessions in 
Stellenbosch, 19 October 

· Paper entitled ‘The South African Council of Churches and church-state relations in 
democratic South Africa’ as part of public lectures organised by the Beyers Naudé Centre 
for Public Theology at the SU Theology Faculty, 7 October 

· Presentation entitled ‘Globalisation’s threat to human dignity and sustainability’ at the 
WARC 24th General Council in Accra, Ghana, themed ‘That all may have life in fullness’, 
30 July–13 August 

· Paper at the meeting of the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, USA, 29 April– 3 
May 

2003 

· Paper entitled ‘Bonhoeffer as public theologian’ at a colloquium themed ‘Fragments and 
connections: Theological and otherwise’ in honour of the highly respected retiring 
professor John W. de Gruchy, UCT, 1–4 June 

2002 

· Paper entitled ‘Economic justice: Living the contradictions in South Africa’ at a conference 
themed ‘Humanity in a global era’, 4 November, which formed part of a South African-
Swedish research project with Karin Sporre (from Högskolan Dalarna in Sweden). Apart 
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from SU and Högskolan Dalarna (Sweden), UWC also participated. Besides joint research 
and conferences, the project included an exchange programme for lecturers and students. 

2001 

· Contribution on ‘Theology of Life’ at the National Methodist Conference, Umtata, 6 
October 

· Response to talk by the Rev Dr Frederick Borsch, leading Anglican theologian and Biblical 
teacher, at the Annual Clergy School, Diocese of Cape Town, 4 September 

 

2000 

· Contribution on ‘The meaning and potential of restorative justice’ at the academic 
congress of Högskolan Dalarna, Sweden, 26–29 November 

· Paper on ‘Hope as an element of grace’ presented to the Campbell scholars, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Atlanta, America, 31 October 

· Presentation entitled ‘Economic globalisation as a challenge to the ecumenical movement’ 
to the Campbell scholars, Columbia Theological Seminary, Atlanta, America, 16 October 

· Contribution entitled ‘Peacebuilding and reconciliation’ at the academic colloquium of the 
University of Victoria, Canada, 11–15 October 

· Academic presentation on ‘Mission challenges to theological education in the 21st century’ 
to the board of Columbia Theological Seminary, Atlanta, America, 3 October 

· Contribution entitled ‘Three approaches to the question of social hope’ at the academic 
forum of Columbia Theological Seminary, Atlanta, America, 29 September 

· Presentation entitled ‘South Africa and the challenge of hope: A contextual and historical 
analysis’ to the Campbell scholars (Professors Walter Brueggemann, Douglas John Hall, 
Janos Pasztor, Orfelia Ortega and Damayanthi Niles), Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Atlanta, America, 26 September 

· Contribution entitled ‘Imagining social hope in South African public morality’ as part of the 
UWC postgraduate Social Ethics programme, 6–8 September 

· Keynote address entitled ‘Turning the tide in the moral dilemma of South African public 
life’ at the Consultation of Christian Churches (Rustenburg III), Cape Town, 22 August 

· Contribution entitled ‘Challenges theological students will face in the next century’ at the 
Ecumenical Association of University Students, SU, 5 August 

· Contribution entitled ‘Value studies and theology: Where does the church stand?’, 
BUVTON study group, Zikomo, Strand, 25 July 

· Lecture entitled ‘Globalisation and secularisation in South Africa: How can the Bible help 
us when we do not have the luxury of choosing?’ at the annual conference of the 
Ecumenical Service for Socio-Economic Transformation on Globalisation and 
Secularisation, Johannesburg, with other speakers such as Prof Norman Gottwald 
(America), Rev Jacqueline Williams and others, 21 July 

· Contribution entitled ‘Theological challenges of the next century’ at the Theological 
Society of South Africa, Huguenot College, Wellington, 21–23 June 

· Paper entitled ‘Theological ethics and Christian life: Constructing a theology of hope’ as 
part of the master’s programme at UPE, 19–21 June 

· Paper entitled ‘Globalisation and localisation: A challenge to social justice in Africa’, 
Tutzing Academy, Germany, 6 June 

· MDiv lectures on justice and witness with Prof Martin Pauw and Rev Kallie August, SU, 30 
May–6 June 
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· Lecture on ‘Ministry of reconciliation and justice’ as part of the MDiv programme, Faculty 
of Theology, SU, 16–21 May 

· Research report entitled ‘Vergifnis in Suid-Afrika’ for the Western Cape branch of the 
Theological Society of South Africa, Stellenbosch, 19 May 

· Paper entitled ‘Millennium challenges to the ministry in South Africa’ at the graduation 
ceremony of the Moravian Theological Seminary, Cape Town, 13 May 

· Lecture entitled ‘Missiology in the new millennium’ as part of the SU postgraduate 
programme in Missiology, 12 May 

· Paper entitled ‘Barmen and Belhar: The way forward’ before the Synod of the Evangelishe 
Kirche der Union, Berlin, Germany, 4–7 May 

· Contribution entitled ‘Towards a model for partnership between church and state in South 
Africa’ at the international academic conference of EFSA and the Center of Theological 
Inquiry, Princeton, America, on ‘Justice and civil society’, Breakwater Lodge, Cape Town, 
19 April 

· Contribution entitled ‘Understanding the jubilee after the devastating floods in 
Mozambique’ at the Jubilee 2000 Campaign church service, St George’s Cathedral, Cape 
Town, with other participants including Dr Kenneth Kaunda, former President of Zambia, 
and Dr Frene Ginwala, Speaker of the South African Parliament, attended by academics, 
community leaders and speakers of parliaments from the SADC region, 16 April 

· Lecture entitled ‘The role of the church in South African society: New theological 
paradigms?’ to final-year Theology students, SU, 12 April 

· Paper entitled ‘Morality and the public role of the church’, DRC Circuit of Durbanville, 
Stellenberg, Cape Town, 12 April 

· Seminar entitled ‘Morality and criminality in South Africa: Thoughts on the role of religion’ 
as part of Die Burger seminar series, KKNK, Oudtshoorn, 28 March 

· Lecture entitled ‘Children of God in a new century: The Sermon on the Mount’ before 
EFSA, Dutch Reformed Mother Church, Stellenbosch, 12 March 

· Lecture entitled ‘From silence to action: Reflection on spirituality’, EFSA, 7 March 

· Contribution entitled ‘The ethical discernment and a country’s national budget’ at a 
meeting of church leaders called by the SACC at the Ritz Hotel, Sea Point, Cape Town, 
23 February 

· Paper entitled ‘Conflict management in schools’ delivered to student leaders, Bishop Lavis 
High School, Cape Town, 16 February 

· Paper entitled ‘Challenges and identity of the church in the 21st century’, SU Theological 
Day, 14 February 

· Paper entitled ‘A critical reflection on Desmond Tutu’s book No future without forgiveness’ 
as part of the American Vanderbilt University’s postgraduate travel seminar, Cape Town, 
19 January 

1999 

· Paper entitled ‘Pastoral care and counselling in situations of alienation’ presented at the 
clergy consultation on reconciliation, SACC, 27–29 July 

· Plenary paper presented at the ‘Globalization, poverty, women and the church in South 
Africa’ conference at UCT Business School, Waterfront, Cape Town – a joint initiative by 
UCT, EFSA and the National Religious Association for Social Development – with other 
presenters including Professors Sampie Terblanche (SU) and Ben Turok (Natal), Mr 
Neville Gabriel (Jubilee 2000), Dr Mercy Oduyoye (Ghana) and Minister Geraldine Fraser-
Moleketi (Member of Parliament), 16 February 
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· Plenary paper at the Southern African Missiological Society conference themed ‘Crime 
and violence and the quest for reconciliation’, Waterkloof, Pretoria, 20–22 January 

· Plenary paper entitled ‘Formation of spirituality of the congregation and the community 
(spirituality and liturgy)’ at the annual academic conference of the Practical Theological 
Society of South Africa, UWC, 19 January 

1998 

· Public lecture entitled ‘Theology before and after Apartheid: Paradigms and progress in 
South Africa’ presented to doctoral students at Princeton Theological Seminary, America, 
14 April 

· Paper entitled ‘Blood beyond justice: The legacy of Abraham Kuyper in South Africa’, 
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, America, 7 March 

· Lecture entitled ‘Embody what you believe’ at the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, 
America, 4 March 

· Paper entitled ‘Kuyper and Southern Africa’s struggle for a just society’ presented at 
Princeton Theological Seminary to mark the 100th anniversary of the Stone Lectures, 
Princeton, America, 28 February 

· Paper entitled ‘On confessional practices’ at the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, 
America, 19 February 

· Contribution during padare themed ‘Globalization and the processus confessionis of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches’, WCC, Harare, Zimbabwe 

1997 

· Paper entitled ‘Church and state relations in the post-Apartheid South Africa’ delivered at 
the American Academy of Religion, Hilton Hotel, San Francisco, America, 22 November 

· Respondent contribution entitled ‘Ecumenism and Africanisation’ at the conference in 
honour of the 25th year of the Journal of Theology for Southern Africa, UCT, 6 November 

· Paper entitled ‘The global economy and faith: The quest for a processus confessionis at 
the World Council of Churches’ before the Western Cape branch of the Theological 
Society of Southern Africa, UWC, 24 October 

· Paper entitled ‘Value system conflict and unity in the talks of the Dutch Reformed Church 
and the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa’ presented at an interdisciplinary 
workshop with 25 scholars from South Africa, Europe and the United States of America, 
themed ‘Signs of vitality in Reformed communities amid the fragmenting forces of 
modernity’, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Netherlands, 26–30 May 

· Chairing an interdisciplinary workshop on ‘Auditing the state of value studies in South 
Africa’, Zevenwacht Conference Centre, Kuils River, 25–27 March 

· Paper entitled ‘Human rights as justice and community’ at a consultation of the officers 
and delegates of WARC, the Lutheran World Federation and the WCC, Geneva, 
Switzerland, 18–22 March 

· Lecture entitled ‘The practical theology of truth and reconciliation’ presented at the annual 
conference of the Practical Theological Society of South Africa, SU, 21 January 

1996 

· Public lecture entitled ‘Truth and reconciliation in South Africa’, Stockholm School of 
Theology, Sweden, 23 May 

· Paper entitled ‘The crisis of contextual theology in South Africa’ delivered at the 
Stockholm School of Theology, Sweden, 20 May 

· Panel presentation entitled ‘Dietrich Bonhoeffer in South Africa: Past and future’ at the 7th 
International Bonhoeffer Congress, UCT, Cape Town, 12 January 
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· Paper entitled ‘Who is Jesus Christ as community for us today?’ at the 7th International 
Bonhoeffer Congress, UCT, Cape Town, 9 January 

1995 

· Block lecture entitled ‘Practical Theology as a theology of transformation: Preliminary 
thoughts from a South African perspective’, SU, 8 September 

· Keynote address entitled ‘The Truth and Reconciliation Commission as a challenge to 
clinical and pastoral work’ presented at the annual joint conference of the Association for 
Clinical Pastoral Education of Southern Africa and the Southern African Association of 
Pastoral Work, 9 May 

· Paper on the TRC to the Hermanus Congregational Research Group, Hermanus, 24 April 

· Paper entitled ‘The truth and reconciliation process in South Africa and its challenges to 
the church’ at the Jacobi theatre, Utrecht, Netherlands, for the 25th anniversary of Kairos, 
7 April 

· Lecture entitled ‘Discipleship in a broken world’ delivered as part of a block course at 
Huguenot College, Wellington, 15 February 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND SPEECHES 

www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/in-the-public-eye/speeches  

2014 

· Launch of the National Youth Development Agency’s Solomon Mahlangu Scholarship 
Fund at SU, 25 June 2014 

· ‘The role of universities in cultivating leadership’ – SPL Breakfast discussion, 19 June 
· Reunion of Matie student leaders who travelled to Lusaka in 1989 for talks with the ANC, 

14 June 2014 
· Academic opening, Faculty of Military Science and Military Academy, 30 January 2014 
· Welcoming of new students and their parents, 23 January 2014 
· 20th Conference of the Association for the Taxonomic Study of the Flora of Tropical 

Africa (AETFAT), 13 January 2014 

2013 

· Woorde Open Wêrelde (WOW) 10 years old, 26 November 2013 
· 5th International Symposium on Service-Learning, 21 November 2013 
· Alumni donor recognition event, 14 November 2013 
· Launch of SUNDigital Collections, 13 November 2013 
· Seminar on indicators of household food security in SA, 12 November 2013 
· Communication to the Convocation, 07 November 2013 
· What the country & business need from universities, and vice versa, 04 November 2013 
· Inauguration of the rebuilt 2010-fire-damaged Wilcocks Building, 31 July 2013 

2012 

· ‘The HOPE Project and SU’s vision for sustainable rural development’ (opening of the 
Ukwanda Rural Clinical School, Worcester), 25 October 2012 

· ‘Leadership for Change’, Dalarna University, Sweden, 14 August 2012 
· Welcoming remarks at 21st IACCP International Congress, 17 July 2012 
· Welcoming remarks at 16th World Economic History Congress, 09 July 2012 
· Agreement between SU’s Africa Centre for HIV and AIDS Management and the 

UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 08 June 2012 
· Launch of Law and Poverty, edited by Sandra Liebenberg and Geo Quinot, 31 May 2012 
· Scholarship of Learning and Teaching (6th annual SU SOTL conference), 22 May 2012 
· USB Annual Gala Dinner, 22 May 2012 

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/management/rector/in-the-public-eye/speeches
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· Southern African Solar Energy Conference (SASEC), 21 May 2012 
· Opening of new Facilities Management Building, 16 May 2012 
· Opening of the amaMaties Cluster Hub, 14 May 2012 
· ‘Making hope happen’, celebrating the HOPE Project, 11 April 2012 
· ‘A New Era: Facilities & Mobility for a 21st-century University’, presentation to staff & 

students, 27 February 2012 
· Welcoming of new first years and their parents, 26 January 2012 

2011 

· Reception for members of SANW and Military Academy, 07 December 2011 
· ‘New Voices in Science’ PhD Colloquium, 02 December 2011 
· 7th annual World Aids Day Gala Concert, 01 December 2011 
· Telematic Pilot Project on Water and Waste Water Treatment Plant Supervisory 

Management Skills, 21 November 2011 
· Workshop of the Partnership for Africa’s Next Generation of Academics (PANGeA, 

21 November 2011 
· The 6th Annual South African SKA Postgraduate Bursary Conference, 21 November  
· Reception for Prof Edna van Harte, outgoing Dean of Military Science, 18 November  
· Symposium on Entrepreneurship for Human Development, 17 November 2011 
· ‘Higher Education in Africa’, input at ‘Collaboration Across Continents in Research and 

Higher Education’, 15 November 2011 
· Communication to the Convocation of SU, 10 November 2011 
· Annual recognition event for alumni donors, 09 November 2011 
· Health-promoting schools, 9 November 2011 
· Recognition of staff members with 25 years’ service to SU, 05 November 2011 
· Graduation Ceremony, Colleges of Medicine of South Africa (CMSA), 20 October 
· 13th Annual Conference of the South African Association of Senior Student Affairs 

Professionals (SAASSAP), 19 October 2011 
· Rector’s Awards for Succeeding Against the Odds, 12 October 2011 
· Information evening for prospective students and their parents, Stellenbosch, 06 October  
· SU’s HOPE Project as a development campaign for fundraising and institutional 

transformation, input at launch of SU’s Advancement Academy, 26 September 2011 
· Remarks at SA Telemedicine and eHealth Conference, 13 September 2011 
· Remarks at lecture by Dr Thabo Mbeki, former president of South Africa, on ‘The 

potential of African students in light of the Arab Spring’, 26 August 2011 
· ‘The HOPE Project: A Rector’s view of leading a major capital campaign in Africa’, input 

at the AAU’s COREViP, 2 June 
· ‘Strengthening the space of higher education in Africa’, welcoming address at AAU 

COREViP, 30 May 2011 
· Speech at inauguration of new Learning Commons in JS Gericke Library, 16 February  
· Welcoming address at the launch of the African Doctoral Academy, 26 January 
· Speech at the signing of a memorandum of understanding between Drakenstein 

Municipality and Stellenbosch University on sustainability, 26 January  
· Speech at the launch of the SciMathUS bridging programme for 2011, 25 January 
· Speech at the Worcester agriculture expo, 25 January 
· Speech at the welcoming of first-year students, 20 January  

2010 

· Speech at the graduation ceremony, 9 December 

· Speech at the 6th Annual World Aids Day Gala Concert, hosted by SU’s Africa Centre for 
HIV/Aids Management, Artscape, Cape Town, 1 December 

· Speech entitled ‘Die US en landelike opleiding: die HOOP Projek en die pad vorentoe’ at 
the handing over of the Ukwanda Student Learning Centre to the Western Cape 
Department of Health, and the launch of the Ukwanda Rural Clinical School, 30 November  
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· Opening address entitled ‘Higher education and sustainable development’ at a gala event 
for delegates to a meeting of the International Panel for Sustainable Resource 
Management in South Africa, 24 November 

· ‘Die gety laat al die bote lig’, SU Rector’s Awards event, 23 November 2010 
· Welcoming address entitled ‘Revitalising higher education in Africa through collaboration’ 

at a reception for delegates to the 3rd Africa-EU Summit side event, 22 November 2010 

· Opening address at the National Science Deans’ Forum, 19 November  

· ‘Pedagogies of Hope at SU’ at the colloquium on the contribution of higher education to 
the public welfare, hosted by SU’s Centre for Teaching and Learning, 19 November  

· Speech at the introduction of the HOPE Project to alumni in Durban, 13 November 
· Opening address entitled ‘Sign of a victory’ at the signing of the multilateral memorandum 

of understanding to establish PANGeA, the Partnership for Africa’s Next Generation of 
Academics, 12 November  

· Welcoming and opening address at the seminar on academic collaboration in Africa (part 
of African University Day celebrations at SU), 12 November  

· Speech entitled ‘The role of Alumni in the HOPE Project’ at the annual dinner of SU’s club 
for Student Representative Council (SRC) chairpersons, 11 November 

· Remarks at the annual meeting of the SU Convocation, 11 November 
· Speech entitled ‘Prof HB Thom se bydrae tot die US’ at the launch of the HB Thom 

catalogue, JS Gericke Library, 10 November  
· Welcoming address at SU dinner for delegates to the 6th African Science Academy 

Development Initiative conference, Academy of Science of South Africa, 9 November 
· Speech at the launch of the HOPE Project in Amsterdam, 30 October 
· Speech at the launch of the HOPE Project in London, 28 October 
· Speech at the launch of the HOPE Project in Berlin, 23 October 
· Speech at SU’s signing of the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the 

Sciences and Humanities, 20 October 
· Opening address at the ‘Health care under Apartheid’ exhibition at the Faculty of Health 

Sciences, SU, 19 October  

· Speech at the Rector’s Excellence Awards, 14 October 

· Speech at the launch of the HOPE Project in Windhoek, 16 October 
· Welcoming address at the annual (southern) awards event of the SA Akademie vir 

Wetenskap en Kuns (South African Academy for Science and Art), 13 October 
· Speech at the launch of the HOPE Project in Port Elizabeth, 9 October 

· Speech at information evening for prospective students and their parents, 7 October  

· Speech at SU long-service awards, 5 October 
· Speech at the handing over of the ‘freedom flag’, the national flag that was used at the 

inauguration of former President Nelson Mandela, to SU for safekeeping, 27 September 
· Speech at the 2010 Special Olympics South Africa, 8 September   
· Speech entitled ‘Die Kaapse impressionis met die sagte hart’ at the Conrad Theys 

exhibition and book launch, SU Art Museum, 8 September 
· Welcoming address at the 2010 Southern Africa Telecommunication Networks and 

Applications Conference (SATNAC), 6 September  
· Speech entitled ‘Menslike ontwikkeling deur gemeenskapsinteraksie in die hoër 

onderwys’ delivered at the 2010 Community Interaction Symposium hosted by the 
Sustainability Institute, 2 September 

· Opening address at the Eskom Expo for Young Scientists competition, Stellenbosch 
region, 27 August 

· Remarks at the commencement of virtual learning support to 120 schools in the Western 
Cape – a joint project of the Western Cape Education Department and SU, hosted by 
SU’s Telematic Services Department, 23 August  
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· Introducing the HOPE Project to alumni in Stellenbosch, 21 August  
· Speech during a collegial conversation about the pedagogy of hope at SU’s Tygerberg 

campus, 18 August  
· Speech at the Johannesburg launch of SU’s HOPE Project, 26 and 27 July 

· Speech entitled ‘Hoër onderwys: Draer van Hoop’ at the conference on hope in South 
Africa, 22 July 

· National public launch of SU’s HOPE Project, 21 July  

· Speech entitled ‘Afrikaans en veeltaligheid in die onderwys en samelewing’ before the 
Cape Press Club, Wild Fig Restaurant, Mowbray, Cape Town, 23 June 

· Opening address entitled ‘Re-Creating Futures’ at the African Counsel on Student 
Housing presented by the Southern African chapter of the Association of College and 
University Housing Officers International (ACUHO-I SAC), 30 May 

· Tribute during memorial service for Dr Frederick Van Zyl Slabbert, 25 May  

· Information evening for prospective students and their parents in Port Elizabeth, 4 May 

· Opening address entitled ‘The Crucial Role of Good Governance for a Sustainable 
African Future’ at the ‘Building a Better Life for All’ conference of the Unit for Corporate 
Governance in Africa of SU’s Business School (USB), 20 April 

· Remarks at the closing dinner of the conference ‘The Cape and the Cosmopolitan: 
Reading Zoë Wicomb’ hosted by SU’s English Department, 10 April 

· Message at the launch of Counter-Currents: Experiments in Sustainability in the Cape 
Town Region, edited by Prof Edgar Pieterse, at the Cape Institute for Architecture, 6 April 
[read on behalf of Prof Botman] 

· Opening address at the African Bio-energy Convention, 17 March 
· Opening of Winelands Conference on Public Leadership for Added Citizen Value, 

17 March 
· Welcoming address at the 1st Joint Conference of the Association for German Studies in 

Southern Africa and the West African Association for German Studies, 15 March 
· Welcoming address at SU’s 3rd Annual First-year Academy prestige evening, 11 March 
· Remarks at the school principals’ function during the 2010 Woordfees, 6 March 
· Speech at the annual Paul Roos Gymnasium gala for academic achievers, 4 March  
· Speech at the 13th Annual Symposium of the Letterkunde Ondersteuningskomitee 

(Literature Development Committee), UWC, 20 February 
· Opening address and welcoming at the Stellenbosch Library Symposium and 

Presidential Meeting of the International Federation of Library Associations and 
Institutions, 18 February 

· Speech at the installation of Dr Johann Rupert as SU Chancellor, 18 February 

2009 

· Presentation entitled ‘Higher Education in an Era of Hope’ delivered at the 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 2009 Higher Education Conference in Port Elizabeth, 24 
August 

2008 

· Opening address at the first year-end graduation ceremony for 2008, 9 December 
· Opening address at the India evening, Wallenberg Research Centre, 28 August 
· Speech at the installation of Dr Frederick Van Zyl Slabbert as SU Chancellor, 1 August 
· Speech at awards event of the SA Akademie vir Wetenskap en Kuns (SA Academy for 

Science and Arts), 20 June 
· Speech entitled ‘The doors of learning and culture shall be opened – Perspectives on 

changing institutional culture’, Stellenbosch University, 30 May 
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2007 

· Opening address at the Stellenbosch Symposium on Evidence-to-Action in Disability 
(SSEAD), MRC Conference Centre, Parow Valley, 27 November 

· Speech at the inauguration of the Wallenberg Research Centre, STIAS, 15 November 
· Speech at the twenty-year commemoration of the Dakar symposium, 7 November 
· Speech at the meeting of the Convocation, 11 August 
· Speech at the Vice-Chancellor’s Awards, 2 August 2007 
· Speech at the signing of a memorandum of understanding on sustainability with 

Stellenbosch Municipality, 30 July 
· Speech at 20th Anniversary of the Dakar talks, 11 July 2007 
· Speech at inauguration as Rector and Vice-Chancellor, 11 April 

2004 

· Presentation entitled ‘Calling of the church in Africa, with particular emphasis on the role 
of the white church in South Africa’, General Synod of the DRC, Hartenbos, 12 October 

· Paper entitled ‘The challenge of the HIV/Aids pandemic to the church and business’ at a 
conference that explored cooperation between church and business in response to the 
HIV/Aids challenge, 28–30 May 

· Paper entitled ‘Biblical-contextual perspective on the church’s calling to witness in and 
from Africa today’ at a meeting and workshop of the General Commission on Witness, 
themed ‘Our calling to witness in and from Africa today’, 13–16 May 

2003 

· Presentation entitled ‘The Western Cape and poverty’ at the Western and Southern Cape 
Synod of the DRC, 16 October 

· Set of presentations during the Week of Witness hosted by the DRC Durbanville 
congregation, 31 August–3 September 

· Input during discussion on ‘Building a new society: Partnerships between academic 
institutions, religious communities and the state’, SU, 21 June 

· Address on ‘The role of the church in society’ at a meeting of senior German and South 
African church representatives, in Berlin, Germany, 31 May 

· Address on ‘Choice in transformation’ during a three-day residential clergy conference for 
Anglican priests, organised by Bishop Christopher Gregorowski, the Bishop Suffragan of 
Cape Town (Table Bay) of the Church of the Province of South Africa, 20–22 May 

· Presentation entitled ‘If even the church should move’ at a symposium organised by the 
University of Hamburg, ‘Present challenges for the Dutch Reformed Church in a changing 
South Africa’, 12–14 March 

2002 

· Contribution on HIV/Aids and stigmatisation at an event in Soweto with speakers 
including Jacob Zuma, Deputy President of South Africa, and Thulani Gcabashe, Chief 
Executive Officer of Eskom, 19 May 

· Critical analysis of the Reformed tradition for a panel discussion of the Commission on 
Gender Equality themed ‘350 years of Reformed tradition’, Cape Town, 20 April 

2001 

· Contribution on the missionary-diaconal task in the Cape Peninsula at the cooperative 
workshop of the Peninsula Council for Church Cooperation, 31 October 

· Contribution entitled ‘Discovering God’s will for our city’ at the Consultation of Churches 
in Cape Town, attended by church leadership from all over the Western Cape, including 
Desmond Tutu, 18–19 October 

· Contribution entitled ‘With Christ in Africa today’, SACC National Conference, 14–17 
August 

· Participation in a programme with Prof Jakes Gerwel as one of the speakers, ‘A people’s 
cathedral for a twenty-first century world: A broadcasting station for the poor’, St 
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George’s cathedral, Cape Town, 11 March 

2000 

· Contribution entitled ‘Industrial ministry in a global economic era’ at the annual meeting of 
the Industrial Ministry Programme, Western Cape, 11 May 

· Sermon at the induction of the first black minister in a congregation of the DRC, Op die 
Berg, Ceres, 30 January 

1999 

· Keynote address, unification of the Presbyterian Churches in Southern Africa, September 

1998 

· Contribution entitled ‘The struggle of the church in Sudan’ at Princeton’s Nassau 
Presbyterian Church, America, 26 April 

· Contribution entitled ‘Challenges and developments in the new South Africa’ at the 
African-American Exemplar Series, First Reformed Church of Jamaica, New York, 
America, 1 March 

1997 

· Paper on ‘The global economy and Reformed faith: The quest for a processus 
confessionis’, 23rd WARC General Council, Debrecen, Hungary, 13 August 

· Keynote address at the launch of the kairos on crime and lawlessness in the Western 
Cape, an initiative of church leaders of the Western Cape, Civic Centre, Cape Town, 8 
June 

· Opening address at the first Pan-African conference on ‘Reconstructing Africa: Jubilee 
and the African kairos’, Gallagher Estate, Midrand, Gauteng, 10–17 May 

· Contribution entitled ‘Theology of the development in a new Southern Africa’, Tyger 
Valley DRC, conference of the National Diaconal Services of three churches, 6 March 

· Contribution on ‘The past and reconciliation’ at a consultation of professionals from 
different walks of life, Bellville Auditorium 

1996 

· Keynote address on reconciliation at the annual conference of the Federation of 
Theological Students of South Africa, SU, 9 August 

· Contribution entitled ‘Adult sexuality: The problem of gender’, Health Development 
Institute, UCT, Athlone, Cape Town, 18 July 

· Paper entitled ‘Democracy and secularism: Issues facing the church’, Community Bible 
Fellowship, Baker House, Cape Town, 20 March 

1995 

· Presentation to leadership of the Christian Student Movements, attempting to forge a 
non-racial unity from the racially divided Christian student organisations, VCS Building, 
Bellville, Western Cape, 14 December 

· Speech entitled ‘Leadership and campus conflict: A challenge to theological formation’ to 
45 student leaders from theological institutions in South Africa (such as the universities of 
Potchefstroom, Stellenbosch, Western Cape, Namibia, Port Elizabeth, Free State and the 
North), 5 December 

· Inaugural lecture presented at the inauguration of Dr Gaylen J. Byker as President of 
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 30 October 

· Bible studies at the WARC consultation ‘Reformed faith and economic justice’, Mindolo 
Ecumenical Centre, Kitwe, Zambia, hosted by the Southern African Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, 12–17 October 

· Presentation on ‘Life and culture in South Africa’ at a theological seminar of exchange 
students from America in the UWC’s International Schools Programme, Bellville, 2 
October and 10 March 

· Presentation on ‘Reformed Churches and the state of Southern African nations’ at a 
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meeting of church leaders of Reformed Churches in Southern Africa, Gabarone, 
Botswana, 30–31 June 

· Paper on ‘Theology and the politics of diversity’ at the pre-conference on ‘Understanding 
national unity and the politics of diversity’, hosted by the Institute for Democracy in South 
Africa (IDASA), Metropole Hotel, Cape Town, 3 June 

· Lecture on ‘The cost of discipleship: Bonhoeffer’s reception in SA’ at camp of students 
registered in Faculty of Religion & Theology, Bethel Centre, Cape Town, 1 March 

· Presentation on ‘The role of the local church in the Reconstruction and Development 
Programme’, Circuit of Wynberg, Parkwood, Cape Town, 18 February 

· Presentation on ‘The role of the local church in the Reconstruction and Development 
Programme’, Circuit of Kraaifontein, 12 February 

 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES/ACADEMIC PANELS ATTENDED 

2011 

· Colloquium on Systemic Entrepreneurship in a Dynamic Global Context, jointly hosted by 
Coventry and Stellenbosch universities, Coventry, UK, 18–19 July 2011 

· Conference of Rectors, Vice-Chancellors and Presidents of African Universities 
(COREViP), 30 May  

2010 

· ‘Science for society: Building hope in Africa’, contribution at a conference of the executive 
heads of the Association of Commonwealth Universities themed ‘Universities and the 
Millennium Development Goals’, in Plenary 2 on ‘Institutional Commitments’, 26 April 

2009 

· Speech at the one-day conference on social cohesion, 17 September 

2009 

· Welcoming address at the first Stellenbosch Seboka on Higher Education and Ethical 
Leadership, ‘Global Perspectives in a Southern African context’, 23 April 

2004 

· Meeting of the Council for World Mission, at the invitation of Dr Des van der Water from 
London, England, 22–23 March 

2003 

· Attendance and chairmanship of the conference ‘Religion, identity and violence’, 
organised by the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation in Cape Town. This three-day 
conference investigated some of the root causes of the global increase of intergroup 
violence, and drew on insights from social scientists, political analysts and religious 
practitioners to explore both the destructive and positive dimensions of identity formation, 
not least in states suffering or recovering from intergroup conflict, 22 October. 

· Conference on ‘Media in Africa: Current issues, future challenges’, 11–12 September 

2002 

· Meeting themed ‘Christian theology and ministry’ held at the Hebron Bible College in 
Johannesburg, 24 October 

· SACC conference ‘Partnership for cooperative development’, in Kempton Park, 13 
September 

· Pan African consultation ‘Religion and poverty’, 27 July 

· Introduction of discussion on the ethical, theological and ecclesiological challenges, and 
the critique by the church, along with Anna Karin Hammar and Diarmuid Martin, at the 
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consultation of the WCC, WARC, the Lutheran World Federation and the Western 
European Council of Churches themed ‘Economy in the service of life – Consultation on 
Western European Churches’ response to globalisation and the financial system’, 
Soesterberg, Netherlands, 15–19 June 

· Address on ‘Globalisation and the church’ at the Western Cape Provincial Council of 
Churches church leaders’ meeting, Cape Town, 21 May 

· Paper entitled ‘Working and witnessing on the juggernaut in South Africa’ at the 
Cornerstone Theological Symposium, Cape Town, 21 May 

· Keynote presentation at the YMCA Africa Alliance Meeting, Kempton Park, 16 May 

· Church and Earth Summit, attended by church leaders, specialists on church and 
environment, and consultants, Johannesburg, 29 April 

· Consultation on ‘The kairos moment and the global crisis precipitated by September 11’ 
hosted by the Ecumenical Service for Socio-Economic Transformation, 15 April 

· National meeting of SACC Youth Forum, Kempton Park, 12–14 April 

· SACC National Ecumenical Consultation on HIV/Aids, Kempton Park, 8–10 April 

· Conference themed ‘350 Years Reformed’, 7–10 April 

· Human Rights Day conference, 21 March 

· Transformation Forum hosted by BUVTON, SU, 11–12 February 

· Respondent contribution along with Drs Welile Mazamisa, Philip Knutzon, Robert Vosloo 
and Hennie Pretorius at a workshop hosted by the Gospel and Our Culture Network in 
South Africa, with the theme ‘Understanding our gospel and culture’ and presenters 
including Prof George Hunsberger (Western Theological Seminary), coordinator of the 
North American Gospel and Our Culture Network; Prof Piet Jonas, an anthropologist; Dr 
David Xolile Simon, a contextual theologian; Dr Ben du Toit, a philosopher and theologian; 
Prof Jurgens Hendriks, practical theologian, and Dr Johannes Erasmus, a researcher of 
religious demographics, 29–30 January 

· Presentation entitled ‘Towards an understanding of partnership’ at the National Religious 
Association for Social Development (NRASD) consultation on poverty eradication, 23 
January 

2001 

· WARC event on ‘The joint declaration on the doctrine of justification in a wider ecumenical 
context’, Columbus, Ohio, America, 26 November–26 December 

· International conference of the Theological Society of Southern Africa themed ‘Wither 
does the wind blow? South African Reflections on the relationship between the Holy Spirit 
and Christ’, with contributors Desmond Tutu, Bern Oberdorfer (Augsburg, Germany), 
Dirkie Smit (SU), Ronel Bezuidenhout (UPE), Mark Sherwindt (Ohio, America) and Christo 
Lombard (Namibia), 20–22 June 

2000 

· Community and church leaders consultation on youth and morality, ‘Developing a 
curriculum for ethics development’, Johannesburg, 24 July 

· Conference on ‘Globalisation and secularisation in South Africa: How can the Bible help 
us?’, with speakers including Prof Norman Gottwald (America), Rev Jacqueline Williams 
and others, 21 July 

· Columbia travel seminar to Cape Town, Johannesburg, Pretoria and Mpumalanga, with 
doctoral students and presenters such as Drs Molefe Tsele, Fanie du Toit, Margaret Nash 
and Willa Boesak, and Professors D.J. Smit and Hannes Adonis, 26–30 June and 7–13 
July 
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· Chairmanship of annual meeting of the Theological Society of South Africa themed ‘How 
my mind has changed’, Huguenot College, Wellington, 21–23 June 

· Conference and book launch themed ‘Race and religion in South Africa’ with speakers 
Prof Charles Villa-Vicencio and Dr Barney Pityana, UWC, 14 June 

· Conference on ‘Globalisation and localisation’ at the Tutzing Academy (Germany), hosted 
in conjunction with the Western Cape and Bavaria governments, and attended by the 
Director of Tutzing Academy, German scholars, Professors Servaas van den Bergh (SU), 
Johan Retief (SU), D.J. Smit (SU) and others, 5–7 June 

· Research Group on Social Ethics and Globalisation, led by Prof Julio de Santa Ana, 
Bossey Ecumenical Institute, Geneva, Switzerland, 23–27 May 

· International conference of EFSA and the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, 
America, Breakwater Lodge, Cape Town, 17–20 April 

· Chairmanship of a panel of the Western Cape branch of the Theological Society of South 
Africa, with participants including Professors Michael Welker (Germany) and D.J. Smit, 19 
April 

· Chairmanship of a panel of scholars on ethical discernment in diverse disciplines, 
including Professors Darch (Law), Pieter le Roux (Economy) and Dr Christa van Louw 
(Language, Ulwimi Centre), UWC, 13 April 

· Conference of the International Association of Mission Studies, Hammanskraal, 26–28 
January 

1999 

· WARC Roman-Catholic-Reformed Dialogue, Utrecht, Netherlands, 16–20 September. 

· Conference of the Theological Society of South Africa, Hartebeespoortdam, 11–13 August 

· Clergy consultation on reconciliation, SACC, 27–29 July 

· Conferences at Lund University and the Stockholm School of Theology, Sweden, 23–28 
February 

· International conference called Multi-Event 99, Breakwater Lodge, Cape Town, 16 
February 

· International conference called Multi-event 99, hosted by UCT, EFSA and the National 
Religious Association for Social Development, UCT Business School, Waterfront, Cape 
Town, January 

· Theology conference of UWC and Calvin College, Grand Rapids, America, January 

· Conference of the Southern Africa Missiological Society themed ‘Crime and violence and 
the quest for reconciliation’, Waterkloof, Pretoria, 20–22 January 

· Annual academic conference of the Practical Theological Society of South Africa, held at 
UWC, Bellville, 19 January 

· International conference of the Calvin Centre for Christian Research from Michigan, 
America, hosted at UWC, Bellville, 14–16 January 

1998 

· Consultation on ‘Theology of Life: Lessons learned and consequences for theological 
education’, Union Theological Seminary, New York, America, 20–24 April 

· Conference themed ‘The legacy of Abraham Kuyper’, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, America, 6–7 March 

· 100th anniversary of Abraham Kuyper’s Stone Lectures with speaker Nicolas Wolterstorff, 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey, America, 25–28 February 
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· The Ninth Colloquium on Calvin Studies, Davidson College, America, 30–31 January 

1997 

· Conference of the American Academy of Religion, Hilton Hotel, San Francisco, America, 
21–25 November 

· Conference in honour of the 25th anniversary of the Journal of Theology for Southern 
Africa, UCT, 6 November 

· International research colloquium on ‘Vitality in Reformed communities’, Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, 26–30 May 

· Annual conference of the Practical Theological Society of South Africa, SU, 20–21 
January 

1996 

· Conference of the Society of Practical Theology in South Africa, University of Pretoria 
(UP), 15–17 January 

· 7th International Bonhoeffer Congress, UCT, 7–12 January 

1995 

· Training course on the topic ‘Gender and development analysis’, Namoni Katengeza Lay 
Training Centre, Dedza, Malawi, 20–26 November 

· Conference on ‘Reformed faith and economic justice’, Mindolo Ecumenical Centre, Kitwe, 
Zambia, 12–17 October 

· EFSA conference ‘Church, development and civil society’, Somerset West, 12–26 
September 

· Annual conference of the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education of Southern Africa 
and the Southern African Association of Pastoral Work, University of South Africa 
(UNISA), Pretoria, 9–11 May 

· Annual conference of the Association of Practical Theology in South Africa, University of 
the Free State, Bloemfontein, 16–18 January 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

2012 

· ‘Taking Africa beyond the MDGs: The Role of Higher Education in Development’. In 
Rorden Wilkinson and David Hume (eds.). The Millennium Development Goals and 
Beyond – Global Development After 2015. London: Routledge. 

2011 

· African Theology in The Cambridge Dictionary of Christian Theology. Ian A. McFarland, 
Karen Dilby and Ian R. Torrance (eds). Cambridge University Press. 

2010  

· The case for the relevant university. South African Journal of Higher Education, special 
issue, volume 24(7) of 2010, dedicated to ‘Revisiting a ‘Pedagogy of Hope’: Implications 
for Higher Education’. 

 2007 

· Rejoice in Hope: The Bible and the current crisis of despair, in W.M. Alston Jr and M. 
Welker (eds). Reformed Theology: identity and ecumenicity II: Biblical interpretation in the 
Reformed tradition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
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2004 

· Belhar and the white Dutch Reformed Church - Changes in the Dutch Reformed Church: 
1974-1990, in W. Weisse and C. Anthonissen (eds). Maintaining apartheid or promoting 
change? The role of the Dutch Reformed Church in a phase of increasing conflict in South 
Africa, 123–134. Münster/New York: Waxmann. 

· Human dignity and economic globalisation. Nederduits Gereformeerde Teologiese 
Tydskrif, vol 45(1&2):317–327. 

· Turning the tide of the city: An ecumenical vision of hope. Nederduits Gereformeerde 
Teologiese Tydskrif, vol 45 (3&4):508–517. 

· Regular submission of articles for publication in Godsdiens Aktueel. Contributions include 
the following: 

- ‘Beyers Naudé nie meetbaar’ – 14 November 

- ‘Skuif in denke oor teologie, geloof’ – 6 September 

- ‘Yslike verwarring oor die vryheid’ – 28 June 

- ‘Soek God se wil in armes se kreet’ – 18 April 

- ‘Bybel gee opdrag tot versoening’ – 8 February 

· Book reviews for the newspaper Die Burger 

2003 

· A cry for life in a global economic era, in W.M. Alston and M. Welker (eds). Reformed 
theology: Identity and ecumenicity, 375–384. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 

· Human dignity and economic globalization, in K. Sporre and H.R. Botman (eds). Building 
a human rights culture: South African and Swedish perspectives, 20–34. Falun: 
Institutionen för humaniora och språk. 

· Sporre, K. and Botman, H.R. (eds). Building a human rights culture: South African and 
Swedish perspectives. Falun: Institutionen för humaniora och språk. 

· Gospel and culture: Circles of embrace or lines of exclusion, in M.A. Oduyoye and H.M. 
Vroom (eds). One gospel – many cultures: Case studies and reflections on cross-cultural 
theology, 149–171. Amsterdam: Editions Rodopi BV. 

· Regular submission of articles for publication in Godsdiens Aktueel. Contributions include 
the following: 

- ‘Rassisme broei steeds in harte’ – 1 December 

- ‘Stemme wat roep in die woestyn’ – 22 September 

- ‘Stemme wat roep – dis ŉ ou patroon’ – 21 July 

- ‘Wie is die ‘ek’ op geloof-kruispad?’ – 16 March 

- ‘Kerke sal hul met ekonomie bemoei’ – 12 January 

· Book reviews for the newspaper Die Burger 

2002 

· The end of hope or a new horizon of hope? An outreach to those in Africa who dare hope, 
in Nederduits Gereformeerde Teologiese Tydskrif, 43(1&2), March and June. 

· Should the Reformed join in?, in Reformed World, 52(1), March. 

· ‘Being human: The endangerment of human dignity and the promises of God’, submitted 
to the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, New Jersey, America, 8 February. 

· Regular submission of articles for publication in Godsdiens Aktueel. Contributions include 
the following: 
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- ‘Staan soos oom Bey jul plek vol’ – 24 November 

- ‘Jesus benader op vyf maniere tegelyk’ – 28 July 

- ‘Jesus-debat met geloof en kennis’ – 2 June 

- ‘Maak van 6 April fees van eenheid’ – 10 February 

· Five epilogues published in Maksiman, a Christian magazine for men in South Africa. The 
titles of the epilogues were as follows: 

- ‘Hope brings joy’ 

- ‘Co-responsible?’ 

- ‘I lift my eyes up to the mountain’ 

- ‘If men would cry like Rachel!’ 

- ‘Unity in diversity’ 

· Articles for Carpe Diem 

· Article submitted to Die Kerkbode 

2001 

· Belhar and the white Dutch Reformed Church: Changes in die Dutch Reformed Church 
1974-1990, in Scriptura, 1(76). 

· Hope as the coming reign of God, in W. Brueggeman (ed). Hope for the world: Mission in 
a global context, 69–81. Louisville: John Knox Press. 

· Articles published in Beeld newspaper: 

- ‘Hoop en vrees’ – 16 December 

- ‘Kaapstad-krisis’ – 22 October 

- ‘Ons moet kies tussen ras-afgod en Christus’ – 2 July 

· Examiner’s report on article ‘Transformasie-teologie van Skrifteologie? Kerklike 
verskuiwings ten opsigte van volkereverhoudings’ 

2000 

 · Discipleship and practical theology: The case of South Africa, in International Journal of 
  Practical Theology, 4:231–242. 

· Ethics and socio-political transformation: Towards a model for partnerships in the public 
arena, in Scriptura: International Journal of Bible, Religion and Theology in Southern 
Africa, 72(1):97–104. 

· Is blood thicker than justice? The legacy of Abraham Kuyper for Southern Africa, in L.E. 
Lugo (ed). Religion, pluralism and public life: Abraham Kuyper’s legacy for the twenty-first 
century, 342–359. Michigan: Eerdmans. 

· Moraliteit in die nuwe Suid-Afrika: Die rol van die godsdiens, in Klein-Karoo Nasionale 
Kunstefees 2000, Die Burger-lesingreeks: Die Suid-Afrika van die nuwe millennium, 99–
109. 

· The church partitioned or the church reconciled? South Africa’s theological and historical 
dilemma, in W.E. van Vugt and G.D. Cloete (eds). Race and reconciliation in South Africa: 
A multicultural dialogue in comparative perspective, 105–119. Maryland: Lexington Books. 

· Theology after apartheid: Paradigms and progress in South African public theologies, in 
W.M. Alston (ed). Theology in the service of the church: Essays in honour of Thomas W 
Gillespie, 36–51. Michigan: Eerdmans. 
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· Die bevryding van Kain? Etiese nadenke oor die dader in die versoeningsproses, in 
Scriptura: International Journal of Bible, Religion and Theology in Southern Africa, 69(1): 
111–124. 

1999 

· Towards the embrace of political reconciliation, in The way: Review of contemporary 
Christian spirituality, 39(4):338–348. 

· The offender and the church, in J. Cochrane, J. de Gruchy and S. Martin (eds). Facing the 
truth: South African faith communities and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 126–
131. Cape Town: David Philip. 

 

1998 

· The vitality of church unity, in Reformed Vitality (Calvin Center publication) 

· Gereformeerdheid en die Belydenis van Belhar (1986), in W.A. Boesak and P.J. Fourie 
(eds). Vraagtekens oor Gereformeerdheid, 94–111. Belhar: LUS. 

1997 

· Afterword: Is Dietrich Bonhoeffer still of any use in South Africa, in J. de Gruchy (ed). 
Bonhoeffer for a new day: Theology in a time of transition, 366–372. Michigan: Eerdmans. 

· Towards a world-formative Christianity in South Africa, in M. Guma and L. Leslie Milton 
(eds). An African challenge to the church in the 21st century. Cape Town: Salty Print. 

· Die moed om te vergewe, in C. Burger, D.J. Smit and B.A. Muller (eds). Prediking oor die 
deugde. ‘Woord teen die lig’ series. Cape Town: Lux Verbi. 

· Joh 17:20: Die geloofwaardigheid van die kerk, in C. Burger, D.J. Smit and B.A. Muller 
(eds). Prediking oor die kerkeenheid. ‘Woord teen die lig’-reeks. Cape Town: Lux Verbi. 

· Justice that restores: How reparation must be made’, Track Two: Constructive 
approaches to community and political conflict, 6(3&4):17,38. 

1996 

· Botman, H.R. and Petersen, R. (eds). To remember and to heal. Cape Town: Human & 
Rousseau. 

· Narrative challenges in a situation of transition, in H.R. Botman and R. Petersen (eds). To 
remember and to heal, 37–44. Cape Town: Human & Rousseau. 

· Pastoral care and counselling in a rainbow country: Types and forms of pastoral work, in 
H.R. Botman and R. Petersen (eds). To remember and to heal, 154–162. Cape Town: 
Human & Rousseau. 

· Reformed integrity and the Confession of Belhar, in W.A. Boesak and P.J. Fourie (eds). 
Gereformeerde integriteit, Belhar: LUS. 

· Black and Reformed and Dutch and Reformed in South Africa (inaugural lecture 
presented at the inauguration of Dr Gaylen J. Byker as President of Calvin College), in R. 
Wells (ed). Keeping faith. Michigan: Eerdmans. 

· Who is ‘Jesus Christ as community’ for us today? The quest for community: A challenge 
to theology in SA, in Journal of Theology for Southern Africa, 97:30–38. 

· The new quest for ecclesial forms: The story and challenge of the Uniting Reformed 
Church in South African reflection, in Practical Theology in South Africa, 11(1):1–13. 

1995 

· Dealing with diversity, in D. Buchanan and J. Hendriks (eds). Meeting the future: Christian 
leadership in South Africa, 163–174. Randburg: Knowledge Resources. 
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· Managing endings and transforming continuities, in C. Villa-Vicencio and C. Niehaus 
(eds). Many cultures, one nation: Beyers Naudé festschrift, 152–162. Cape Town: Human 
& Rousseau. 

· Waarheid en verzoening in Zuid-Afrika, in Rondom het woord: Theologische 
radioleergang, 37(2):75–80. Zoetemeer: NCRV. 

· De rol van de kerk bij het proces van vrede en verzoening, in Mensenrechten en 
verzoening in Zuid-Afrika (publication in commemoration of 25 years of Kairos), 23–38. 
Utrecht: Kairos. (Also in Bevrijding en verzoening, publication of the General Diaconal 
Council of the Dutch Reformed Church, 31–40. Driebergen: NHK.) 

· Pastoral care and counselling in a rainbow country: Types and forms of pastoral work, in 
The Journal of Pastoral Ministry, 7:4–11. 

1994 

· Discipleship as transformation? Towards a theology of transformation. Unpublished 
doctoral dissertation. UWC. 

· A testimony on the decisions of the Dutch Reformed Church, in P. Reamonn (ed). 
Farewell to apartheid? Church relations in South Africa, 42–47. World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches Consultation in South Africa, Johannesburg, 1–5 March, No 25. 
Geneva: World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 

1993 

· The cultural positivism of the Dutch Reformed Church’s document: Church and Society 
(1990). Published as part of the WARC documentation relating to its consultation at 
Koinonia Centre, Johannesburg, 3–5 March. 

· Die groot gebod: Matt 22:34–40, in C. Burger, D.J. Smit and B.A. Muller (eds). Riglyne vir 
prediking oor reg en regverdiging, 183–190. ‘Woord teen die lig’ series. Cape Town: Lux 
Verbi. 

1992 

· On amnesty: The theological position, in Amnesty: Christians need to know! Information 
paper of the SACC. Cape Town: Western Province Council of Churches. 

1991 

· Verwirrung unter den propheten - Die Südafrikanischen Kirchen zwischen 
Befreiungstheologie und herrschaftslegimitation, in Der Überblick - zeitschrift für 
ökumenische Begegnung und internationale Zusammenarbeit. Quartalsschrift der 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Kirchlicher Entwicklungsdienst (AGKED), 27. 

 

PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL RADIO AND TV PROGRAMMES AND MULTI-MEDIA PRESENTATIONS 

· Involvement in TV and radio programmes themed ‘Die Bybel in ons lewe’ (The Bible in our 
lives) for the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC), presented with H.J.B. 
(Bernard) Combrink, former Dean of the SU Faculty of Theology, and Daniel Hugo, presenter 
of the series.  

 The recordings are broadcast on Sunday evenings on Radio Sonder Grense (RSG), a South 
African radio station, since 2001 until 2014.  

· Two-page profile by Schalk van Wyk entitled ‘Russel ry in die Here se kruiwa’ (Russel rides 
in the Lord’s wheelbarrow), Lig (Christian magazine), September 2003 

· Further recordings on the prayer Our Father, Matthew 23–25, the Sermon on the Mount, and 
the Beatitudes, 12 February 2002 

· Presentation on the Sermon on the Mount from Matthew and Mark in a radio broadcast, 21 
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January 2002 

· Discussion on hope in the DRC themed ‘Jaar van hoop: Terugblik en vooruitkyk’ (Year of 
hope: Looking back and looking forward), RSG, 30 December 2001, with discussion points 
including the need for a year of hope in the DRC; aims for achieving hope; how, if at all, the 
URCSA fits into the future plans of the DRC, and how we can ignite others to hope and be 
hopeful amidst persecution. Other participants included Prof Piet Meiring (UP) and Dr Coenie 
Burger (Chairperson, DRC, Western Cape). 

· Discussion on Christianity and Islam themed ‘Stuur die Christendom en Islam op ŉ yslike 
botsing af?’ (Are Christianity and Islam on a collision course?), set in the context of 11 
September 2001, RSG, 7 October 2001, with discussion points including revenge attacks, 
Jihad, the difference between Jihad and the Crusades (Christian), fundamentalism, blatant 
confrontation and intolerance from both sides 

· Daily epilogues, Radio Pulpit, 25–28 August 2000, with presenter Danie Lategan 

· Radio discussion with Christina Landman on issues of public morality, RSG, 20 April 2000, 
with presenter Suzette Pelser 

 

MEDIA ARTICLES 

2014 

·  ‘Equality isn’t just lip service’, City Press, 12 August 2014 
· ‘This is how SU approaches the future’, Matieland, 2013/2014 

2013 

· On SU’s new Institutional Intent and Strategy 2013–2018, Matieland, 1:2013 
· ‘We need a national development plan for the soul’, Mail & Guardian, 12 November 2013 
· ‘What’s good about us South Africans?’, The Star, 9 September 2013 
· ‘What does it mean to be South African?’, The Star, 26 Augustus 2013 
· ‘Méér lesings in Afrikaans kom aan die US’, Rapport, 22 June 2013 
· ‘Kom ons verenig’, Rapport, 11 Mei 2013 
· Piloting Maties on a new course, Sunday Times, 28 April 2013  
· ‘Die Nazi’s lê agter, maar wat lê voor?’, Rapport, 28 April 2013 

2012 

· Poor leaders derail reconciliation, Sunday Independent, 16 December 2012 
· Armoedekloof ál wyer, Rapport, 16 Desember 2012 
· ‘Maties verwelkom almal’, Matieland, Somer 2012/2013 
· ‘Manuel’s plan spot on’, Business Day, 7 September 2012 
· ‘’n Universiteit vir almal’, Die Burger, 5 September 2012 
· ‘Maties makes real difference with HOPE Project’, Matieland, Winter 2012 
· ‘We need to write a common story’, City Press, 18 February 2012 

2011 

· It’s time to beat poverty, City Press, 29 January 2011 

· ‘Landelike ontwikkeling’ in Worcester Standard of 23 January 

· ‘Samewerking tussen US en plaaslike owerhede’ in Paarl Post of 24 January 

2010 

· ‘Die stand van Afrikaans aan die US’ in Die Burger of 20 March 

· ‘The need for universities to be of service to society’ in Sunday Times of 18 July 

· ‘Die HOOP Projek’ in Die Burger of 27 July 

· ‘Universities’ responsibility’ in Cape Times of 27 July 
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· ‘Hope for Africa’ in Mail and Guardian of 30 July 

2009 

· Artikel oor onderrigtaalmodel, in Die Burger, 23 May 

· ‘Stellenbosch moet staan vir idee van hoop en geregtigheid’, Rapport, 11 October 2009 

BLOGS  

http://blogs.sun.ac.za/rector/  

· ‘Universities’ role in the struggle for women’s rights’, 11 March 2014 
· ‘Madiba, a leader of stature’, 6 December 2013 
· ‘Lack of food security a threat to all’, 15 October 2013 
· ‘The time has come for an ‘NDP of the soul’, 27 September 2013 
· ‘South African, African, global citizen’, 30 August 2013 
· ‘Proudly African’, 21 August 2013 
· ‘What does it mean to be South African?’, 13 August 2013 

 

PREFACE/MESSAGE IN PUBLICATIONS 

2013 

· “Foreword” to Leibowitz, B. Higher education for the public good: Views from the South. 
London: IOE Press. 

2011 

· Message of support in Akkerjol, January 

· Preface in Stellenbosch Student, January 

· Preface in Welcoming Programme Booklet, January 

· Preface in Welcoming Matie, January 

 2010 

· Preface in Goeie nuus om te bely: Die Belydenis van Belhar en die pad van Aanvaarding, 
Johan Botha and Piet Naudé (eds), Bible Media 

· Preface in Research at Stellenbosch University, 29 October 

 

SUPERVISION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS 

· Dirk Haarmann, ‘From child maintenance grants to a new child support system: Building a 
policy for poverty alleviation with special reference to the financial, social and development 
impacts’, 1998 

· Gordon Dames, ‘Kategese in die Verenigende Gereformeerde Kerk: ŉ Kritiese studie van 
internasionale kategetiese modelle’, UWC, 1995–1999 

SUPERVISION OF MASTER’S STUDENTS 

· Lovemore Manaka, ‘A study of the attitudes of the ecumenical movement and denomination 
regarding HIV/ Aids with a specific reference to Harare, Zimbabwe and Nelspruit, South 
Africa’, UWC, 1998 

·  Nathaniel Philander 

CO-SUPERVISION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS 

· Claudia Haarmann 

 

 

http://blogs.sun.ac.za/rector/
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EXTERNAL/INTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

· Jacobus Bezuidenhoudt, ‘The renewal of Reformed worship through retrieving the tradition 
and ecumenical openness’, Department of Religious Studies, UWC (masters), 2000 

· Johannes L.C. du Preez, ‘Die begrafnisritueel in Eersterus se geloofsgemeenskap’, UNISA 
(masters), 2000 

· Willy Lodewyk Willemse, ‘Godsdiensopvoeding in Suid-Afrikaanse skole? ŉ Kritiese 
evaluering van die huidige debat’, Department of Theology and Religion, UWC (doctorate), 
2000 

· Louis R. Petersen, ‘Op soek na die missionêre gemeente: Ondersoek na hoe gemeentes in 
die Verenigende Gereformeerde Kerk in Suid-Afrika missionêre gemeente-wees verstaan en 
vergestalt’, UWC (doctorate), 1999 

REFEREE/REVIEW 

· Referee for the Centre for Science Development, HSRC, Pretoria, 1998 until 2014 

SKILLS 

· Management 
· Teamwork 
· Staff management 
· Strategic planning and transformation management 
· Work efficiently under institutional pressure 
· Budget management 
· Budget planning for conferences 
· Fundraising 
· Teaching (secondary and tertiary) 
· Facilitation of unification processes 
· Gender analysis 
· Research and research supervision 
· Administration 
· Public relations 
· Organisational skills 
· Supervision and conceptualisation 
· Communication 
· Transformation 
· Functioning effectively within an institutional setting 

 

MAIN OBJECTIVES 

· To serve in the many fields to which I have been called to work, where my skills, national 
and international experience and commitment could be utilised for the benefit of those to 
whom the future belongs 

· To continue promoting tolerance, justice, democracy and a just society 
· To build communities capable of faithfully executing their responsibilities in the new 

environment of a global economy, the dialectic of modernity and post-modernity, struggles 
for a better understanding of community (human and ecological) and the contradictions of 
living in a smaller technological world 

· To continue contributing to a peaceful world, sustainable societies and improved human 
relationships 

· To strengthen dialogue on unity and resolve conflict in diverse communities 
· To serve stakeholders of my environment and institution 
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