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IntroductionIntroduction

Indirect drug induced effect caused by a Indirect drug induced effect caused by a 
rxnrxn to bacterial to bacterial endotoxinsendotoxins or or microbielmicrobiel
AgAg’’s liberated by the s liberated by the distructiondistruction of of 
microorganismsmicroorganisms
LucioLucio’’ss phenomenonphenomenon



HistoryHistory

Jarisch Adolf HerxheimerJarisch Adolf Herxheimer
Karl HexheimerKarl Hexheimer



AetiopathogenesisAetiopathogenesis

Release of endotoxin of the spirochaetal Release of endotoxin of the spirochaetal 
breakdown products following treatment. These breakdown products following treatment. These 
products are reacting with sensitised syphilitic to products are reacting with sensitised syphilitic to 
produce exacerbation of the lesion.produce exacerbation of the lesion.
Due to stimulation of the spirochaetes and Due to stimulation of the spirochaetes and 
inadequate education.                                 inadequate education.                                 
Endotoxin of the bacteria        semiEndotoxin of the bacteria        semi--permeable permeable 
membrane              regulating         shed           membrane              regulating         shed           
Death of the organismDeath of the organism



Clinical ManifestationsClinical Manifestations

FluFlu--like like symtomssymtoms ::
1.1. FeverFever
2.2. MylagiaMylagia
3.3. HeadacheHeadache
4.4. HRHR
5.5. Respiratory RateRespiratory Rate



Lab ResultsLab Results

Increased Increased NeutrophilsNeutrophils
Decreased Decreased LyphocytesLyphocytes
Decreased Decreased EosinophilsEosinophils



TreatmentTreatment

Resolves on its ownResolves on its own
BedrestBedrest
AsprinAsprin
No No steriodssteriods
Continued antibioticsContinued antibiotics
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