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Global situation

Source:

https://www.who.int/docs/default-

source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200520-covid-19-

sitrep-121.pdf?sfvrsn=c4be2ec6_2

as at 21 May 2020

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200520-covid-19-sitrep-121.pdf?sfvrsn=c4be2ec6_2
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Global situation

Source:

https://www.who.int/docs/default-

source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200420-sitrep-91-

covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=fcf0670b_6

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200420-sitrep-91-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=fcf0670b_6


© Western Cape Government 2012  |

Global situation

Source:

https://www.who.int/docs/default-

source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200520-covid-19-

sitrep-121.pdf?sfvrsn=c4be2ec6_2

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200520-covid-19-sitrep-121.pdf?sfvrsn=c4be2ec6_2


© Western Cape Government 2012  |

Global situation

Source:

https://www.who.int/docs/default-

source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200520-covid-19-

sitrep-121.pdf?sfvrsn=c4be2ec6_2

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200520-covid-19-sitrep-121.pdf?sfvrsn=c4be2ec6_2


© Western Cape Government 2012  |

Uses of indicators

• Snapshot of the actual current situation
• Removed from any emotion or rhetoric

• Shows where and how to focus strategies
• Testing

• Quarantine/Isolation

• Hospitals

• Health care workers

• Vulnerable groups

• Etc.

• Inform policy and decision-making

It is important to have a critical mindset when looking at the data
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Measuring COVID-19

Indicators used:

• Number of tests

• Reported number of cases

• Admissions to hospital

• Deaths

• Recoveries
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The current situation
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Adapted from a diagram by 
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The ideal patient and data collection

Become 
symptomatic

Visit health 
facility

Testing done 
with strict IPC

Case isolates 
from the time 
of suspicion

Positive result 
within 24 hours 
from the lab

Patient 
immediately 

notified of result

Contacts 
traced and 
quarantined
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Why reported cases could be inaccurate
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Surveillance

• Strength of surveillance

• Active surveillance
• Looking for cases

• Asymptomatic and recovered cases will be picked up

• Passive surveillance
• Notification of cases without actively finding them

• Incomplete reporting
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Summary

• Combinations of types of surveillance used in tracking Covid-19

• Types of surveillance will affect the indicators used in reporting

• Indicators need to be used appropriately depending on data source 

and availability

It is important to have a critical mindset when looking at the data



Thank you


