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SECTION A: Response to Election Convenor’s Report 

1 

This section of the submission will be addressing aspects of the report submitted to the Student 

Court (SC) by the Election Convenor (EC) as on 8 August1. Sections of the said report which 

will be addressed are Sections 3.1,3.5, 3.6, 6, 7, and 8.  

2 

The first section which I will be addressing is that of section 3.1 in the EC’s report. I, as well 

as a colleague, Chad Fransman laid complaints pertaining to the event which took place in the 

Neelsie on 21 July 20162. As candidate I feel that an adequate investigation was not done and 

that the allegations pertaining to “Vote Afriforum” being broadcasted on the Neelsie screen 

was not investigated properly. 3 

3 

Sections 3.5, 3.6 and 6 all address the notion that the convenor did not have adequate time to 

respond wherein he believes that the applicants had responded in a manner wherein they did 

not exhaust all internal remedies. This “haste” action by the applicants according to the 

convenor did give the EC adequate time to investigate these claims internally.  

4 

The student constitution states in section 26(2):   

“Any complaint about the running of the election, including any aspect that may jeopardise 

the freedom or fairness of the election, and any decision or failure to make a decision by the 

Election Convenor(s), must be lodged with the Student Court –   

(a) within a reasonable time;   

(b) before the third (3rd) University day (inclusive) after the announcement of the results; and  

(c) in accordance with the rules of the Student Court.” 
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As candidate I would like to state that the EC in my experience has a history of not addressing 

complaints in a manner wherein the complaint feels addressed and resolved and that I support 

the actions taken by the applicants as the convenor has on previous occasions failed to make a 

decision which has jeopardised the fairness of the elections. I have attached countless addenda 

(Addendums D-E) pertaining to the convenor being vague in responses regarding claims and 

not specifically responding to complaints. All of attached addenda in this regard have gone 

unanswered by the convenor in terms of a formal response.45 

6 

Section 7 of the EC’s report addresses the powers of the EC with specific reference to the 

Student Constitution Section 22(3) and the investigation pertaining to campaigning 

irregularities as stipulated by the original court order by the Student Court in this case. 

7 

As candidate I feel that the convenor has not subscribed to the mandate of the order by Student 

Court in investigating the claims against Respondents 1-8 and therein ensuring fair elections. 

This can clearly be seen in the report, section 7, wherein he states “the EC is at this stage not 

in a position to conduct an investigation” and “the EC is not in a position to make any 

recommendations.” 

8 

I also wish to note that in my opinion as candidate the EC cannot state that he cannot conduct 

an investigation as he has received a complaint pertaining to the issues addressed by the 

applicants by myself and also cannot state that he was not informed. 6 7The EC, in my opinion 

as candidate, was aware of complaints and that irregularities in campaigning could have taken 

place.  

9 

Lastly I wish to address section 8 in the EC’s report. I do not support this remedy as it does not 

ensure that candidates whom have potentially broken campaigning regulations are dealt with 

in a way which is fair to the other candidates and students. Should elections restart, nothing 
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stops Respondents 1-8 from running again and then benefitting from their potential ignoring of 

rules.  
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Section B: Effect of Actions of Respondents 1-8 on Elections 

10 

The effects of actions of Respondents 1-8 has had countless detrimental effects on student 

governance and this SRC Election. I detail my opinion of the said actions in an open letter 

which is attached as Addendum F. 8 

11 

In addition, within this section I would like to address the issue of the said party bus as arranged 

by Respondents 1-8. I filed a complaint with the convenor and was not satisfied with the 

investigation process which was followed to resolve the matter. 9  On Friday 29 July the 

candidates and EC had an emergency meeting from 16:00 onwards at the SRC offices. At this 

meeting the convenor discussed the issue of the party bus with the relevant candidates. The 

problem is however that only one Afriforum member was present and could not with certainty 

state that the event had been cancelled.  The EC took this uncertain word of mouth as answer 

and concluded that the event would no longer take place. It is problematic in terms that the EC 

did not consult the other relevant candidates in the matter, nor did he conduct an independent 

investigation to correlate the one candidate’s statement.  

12 

I will continue to state that following the Student Court judgement wherein Respondents 1-8 

was suspended, the EC decided that all candidates was to stop campaigning. Respondents 1-8 

and their affiliated organisation ignored this ruling on Tuesday2 August (Addendum E).10 The 

other candidates respected the decision of the EC. This led to Respondents 1-8 benefitting from 

their own suspension. 
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SECTION C: Remedy 

13 

Within this section I will be providing my interpretation as to the remedy for the said court 

case. 

14 

Firstly, I wish to state that I propose Respondents 1-8, if found guilty of campaigning 

irregularities, be suspended as candidates. 

15 

Thereafter, I propose that this election remains valid. Should this election be declared invalid 

due to any reason, it would entail that all processes start again. This would ensure that 

Respondents 1-8 are free to apply again, thereby benefitting from their potential disregard for 

rule. Should elections be restarted this would be unfair to the other candidates whom have 

followed the rules and would be detrimental to the overall confidence within student 

governance at Stellenbosch University. 

16 

After the proposed suspension of Respondents 1-8, should they be guilty, I as candidate 

propose as in line with the Student Constitution that nominations are opened for one week, 5 

academic days, so that more candidates are able to run within this election. 

After the said 5 academic days, it would be recommended that elections and campaigning 

continue and that voting be opened as soon as possible, but also allowing adequate time for 

campaigning. 

17 

Additionally, I would like to state that the Student Court remind the convenor of his powers 

and obligations. I would like to implore the convenor to communicate more with candidates 

and students, be more transparent in his dealings and that he acts in a fair but serious manner 

to the breaking of any rules. I would also like to state that the convenor should additionally 

focus on the involvement of external organisations when it comes to candidates and their 

affiliated organisations and remember that the SRC is an unpoliticised body. 

Or such relief as the court deems fit. 
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Addendum E: 



20 
 



21 
 



22 
 



23 
 



24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



25 
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