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Presentation Overview

• NRF Mandate

• Eligibility Criteria

• Periods of Support

• Applicable Allowances

• Application Process 

• Assessment Scorecards

• Online Application



The NRF’s Mandate
The objective of the NRF is to contribute to National development by: 



Eligibility Criteria



Honours Level



Masters Level



Doctoral Level

* Please note additional Eligibility requirements for NRF-SARAO, NRF- TWAS, NRF-DAAD at    
Masters and Doctoral levels

Open to all nationalities, however foreign citizens are only considered under PCS



Masters and Doctoral Extension 

• Applicants must be NRF scholarship-holders in 2021. 

• Extensions will only be granted under exceptional circumstances and will be for either six (6) or twelve (12) 

months

• Applicants applying for extension support at the master’s level must have registered for their master’s degree in 

2020 or July 2019. 

• Applicants applying for extension support at the doctoral level must have registered for their doctoral degree in 

2019 or July 2018. 

• Only students pursuing full-time master’s or doctoral studies in South Africa are eligible to apply. 

• Applicants for extension support will be eligible for postgraduate funding at the same value as their 2021 funding. 

• Applicants must have the support from their supervisor in order for the Extension application to be considered. 



• Students supported through the NRF and are still within the eligible periods of support for masters and doctoral studies- should complete a 

progress report

• Students registered for masters before July 2020

• Students registered for doctoral degree before July 2019

• Students whose highest qualification is the same as the level under which they applying.

• Undergraduate qualifications, regardless of the NQF exit level;

• Postgraduate certificates or diplomas, regardless of NQF exit level;

• Students that deregistered and reapply for support can apply but their period of support will be from date of initial registration for degree

• Students pursuing a 100% masters coursework only and Professional masters and doctoral degrees 

• Individuals on sabbatical leave from their employment

• Individuals (contracted or permanent) paid or unpaid working for more than 12 working hours per week

• Students in their pre-proposal year of their study

Exclusion for NRF Postgraduate Funding



Periods of Support



Periods of Support

Periods of Support is based on date of initial registration for the degree:



Applicable Allowances



NRF Allowances Applicable: FCS and PCS 

1. The allowances per category will be reviewed on an annual basis subject to the agreed CPI-linked sector-wide increases and alignment with the Guidelines for the Department of 
Higher Education and Training Bursary Scheme for Students at Public Universities. 
2. Accommodation fee will be capped and paid as per invoice. Limited to maximum cost of the equivalent university owned accommodation at a particular institution. Students 
accommodated in private rental accommodation must also provide proof of a valid lease agreement. 
3. Tuition fee will be capped and paid as per invoice. Tuition fee is the agreed institutional fee for the actual programme of study. Registration fee to be included in the tuition fee 
allowance. Qualifying NRF funded students in possession of a provisional award letter are not required to pay an upfront registration fee. 
4. The electronic study device allowance will be provided as a once-off allowance for the duration of the postgraduate studies. 
5. The Assistive technology device allowance will be only for students with disability. 
PCS: Students that are not eligible for accommodation allowance may access the living and transport allowance



Application Process
• Applications for funding must be submitted through the NRF Online 

Submission System at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/. Applicant must be 

registered on the NRF Online Submission System in order to create 

and complete an application.

• Further instructions on the application process are available in the

Application and Funding Guide for which must be read in conjunction

with the PG framework document.

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/


Call documents

• Framework = policy, different funding opportunities, eligibility criteria

• Application and Funding Guide = step-by-step instructions on how to complete an 
online application

• FAQ = provides answers to many questions asked by students and institutions

• Statement of Expectation = provides information about what is expected from the 
institutions, supervisors, students and NRF

• Other information related to DAAD, Nuffic and SARAO Scholarships

https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents

https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents


Scorecards



Honours Funding Review Scorecard: New 
Applications 



Masters Funding Review Scorecard: New
Applications



Doctoral Funding Merit Review Scorecard: New 
Applications



Masters and Doctoral Extension Support Review 
Scorecard



Online Application Process



Completing an Online Application
Register or Login using ID and Password

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/. 

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/


Landing Page - Your details and CV

Completing an Online Application

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Applicants should ensure that all sections of the CV is completed full especially the Career Profile and qualifications sections.  The nGAP employment must appear in the CV.



Create Application



Generic Sections



Financial Need Section 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: If the applicant selects Masters for example and “saves”, then he/she wants to change the category – the system does not allow it. The application has to be deleted and the applicant has to create a new application. 



This section only pops out if an applicant has indicate that they want a 

financial means test.

Household Contributor Section

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



• Financial Needy Students- household income of less than R350 000 per annum

• Complete Consent Form for Financial means test - co-signed by household contributors,

commissioner of oaths

• Students previously supported by National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) or the Ikusasa

Student Financial Aid Programme (ISFAP) will not be subjected to financial means testing-

required to attach proof of NSFAS/ ISFAP

• Applicants who were previously funded by Funza Lushaka, Department of Military Veterans, or

Department of Social Development (DSD) bursaries for their undergraduate studies must undergo

a financial means test upon application for DSI-NRF postgraduate student funding

Financial Means Test



Application Templates for H, M, D and Extension support

Application Category



Funding Opportunities – Scholarship applying for…

Application Category

Funding Opportunity Honours Masters Doctoral

General scholarship X X X

Grantholder-linked scholarship X X X

SARAO X X X

DAAD X X

SASAC X X

TWAS X

Nuffic X

*Please refer to the Framework for more details on each Funding Opportunity



Honours



Honours



Masters



Masters



Doctoral



Doctoral



Extension (M&D)



Extension (M&D)



Extension (M&D)



Reference Section

• Masters, Doctoral, Extension: Supervisor 

• Grantholder-linked: Supervisor UID or reference number required

*If the supervisor does not respond, the application will be rejected.



Attachments

• Certified ID copy or a valid passport (uploaded under Registration Details);

• Academic record on the university letterhead (if you owe fees - letter from the university);

• Proof of disability;

• Proof of NSFAS/ISFAP

*Please note additional requirements for NRF-SARAO, NRF- TWAS, NRF-DAAD at Masters and Doctoral levels. 
Refer to the Application and Funding Guide.



Tracking your Application



Summary

• Adhere to the institutional closing date

• Read through the call documents

• Make sure you meet all the eligibility criteria

• Make sure that you apply for the correct scholarship/funding opportunity

• Ensure that all required documents are attached

• Follow up with your supervisor about submission of the referee report



44

Thank you, Enkosi, Re a leboga, Siyabonga, Dankie
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