
Beste Navorser

Befondsingsgeleenthede vir internasionale reise: Sien hieronder en ingeslote inligting oor die Mobility Grants for South Africa – Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (SA-JINR) Collaboration 2018 wat befondsing bied
spesifiek vir navorsers van Universiteit Stellenbosch.

*******************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
Dear Researcher

Funding opportunities for research visits: Please see below and attached information on the Mobility Grants for South Africa – Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (SA-JINR) Collaboration 2018 which offers funding
specifically for researchers at Stellenbosch University.

Let asb daarop dat hierdie inligting aan ‘n verspreidingslys van alle US-navorsers gestuur word. Dit mag dus wees dat hierdie spesifieke oproep nie van toepassing is op u studieveld nie. Ons vertrou dat  toekomstige oproepe wel relevant mag
wees./  Please note that this information is sent to a distribution list of all SU researchers. It may, therefore, be possible that this specific call is not applicable to your specific research field. We trust that future calls will be relevant.

Funding
Opportunity

Research areas Type of Support Eligibility /
Special Conditions

Internal & external
closing dates

Mobility Grants for
South Africa – Joint
Institute for Nuclear
Research (SA-JINR)
Collaboration 2018

· Accelerator
Technology

· Focal Areas of the
Heavy-Ion Physics
Research Theme under
the SA-JINR agreement

· Applied Nuclear Theme

· Theoretical Physics
and Computing

Travel Grants for doctoral students
on approved JINR- Focused
Projects

· All applicants must be registered for a doctoral degree in Nuclear Physics discipline at a
South African public university.

14 May 2018

Travel Grant for Researchers ·  All applicants in this category must be employed at an Stellenbosch University
·  The applicant must clearly indicate in his/her application, whether the application is for:

o Researcher travel to the JINR laboratories; or

o For hosting of JINR research leaders in South Africa in order to build local expertise in a
specific field

·  PhD Degree

·  Have a track record in a specific field of research.
Long stay visits for doctoral students
and researchers

· All applicants in this category must be either currently registered for a doctoral degree or
employed at an NRF recognized research institution

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

Mobility Grants for South Africa – Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (SA-JINR) Collaboration 2018

Internal Closing Date: 14 May 2018

BACKGROUND

In 2005 the Republic of South Africa (RSA) and the Russian Federation (RF) signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) that led to South Africa becoming an Associate Member of the Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (JINR). The JINR is an independent, multinational
research agency located in Dubna, the Russian Federation that conducts both theoretical and practical research, mainly in the fields of elementary particle physics, nuclear physics and condensed matter physics.

As part of this agreement, outbound travel grants are awarded to South African researchers travelling to JINR laboratories. Funding is also made available to researchers in South Africa to host JINR research experts for short periods of up to three weeks, in order to
enrich local expertise in their field.

This call is aimed at providing grants to researchers and doctoral students to apply for support in the following categories:
1. Travel grants for doctoral students on approved JINR - focused projects
2. Travel grants for researchers
3. Long stay visits for doctoral students and researchers

APPLICATION PROCESS

�         The NRF issues a Call for Proposals, which is placed on the NRF website, is disseminated to the Research Offices of the various institutions, and the application is accessible online at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za. All applications must be duly authorised and
approved by the institution’s Designated Authority (DA), who in turn, submits the application to the NRF.  

Please note that applications submitted outside the NRF Submission system will not be accepted.

WHO TO CONTACT

Izel Rossouw            
Coordinator: Travel Grants   
Email: izel@sun.ac.za
Phone: +27 21 808  4985

Kind Regards
Ms Dominique Meyer  |  Hons Geskiedenis  |  Hons History 
Research Management Assistant
Navorsingsontwikkeling | Division of Research Development
e: dominiquem@sun.ac.za  |  t: +27 21 808 9566  |  RW Wilcocks Building, Ryneveld Street

http://www.nrf.ac.za/email-legal-notice.php

The integrity and confidentiality of this email is governed by these terms. Disclaimer
Die integriteit en vertroulikheid van hierdie e-pos word deur die volgende bepalings gereël. Vrywaringsklousule

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
mailto:izel@sun.ac.za
mailto:dominiquem@sun.ac.za
https://www.facebook.com/stellenboschuniversity
https://twitter.com/StellenboschUni
https://www.instagram.com/stellenboschuni
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=19873&trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical:school,clickedEntityId:19873,idx:3-1-6,tarId:1478079024397,tas:stellenboschu
https://www.youtube.com/user/StellenboschUni
http://www.sun.ac.za/research
http://www.nrf.ac.za/email-legal-notice.php
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/Pages/Water-crisis.aspx
http://www.sun.ac.za/emaildisclaimer%20
http://www.sun.ac.za/emaildisclaimer%20
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1. Background  


 


In 2005 the Republic of South Africa (RSA) and the Russian Federation (RF) signed a 


Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) that led to South Africa becoming an Associate Member of the 


Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (JINR). The JINR is an independent, multinational research 


agency located in Dubna, the Russian Federation that conducts both theoretical and practical 


research, mainly in the fields of elementary particle physics, nuclear physics and condensed matter 


physics.  


 


The main objectives for South Africa’s membership to JINR is to provide the South African research 


community with access to world-class facilities, and research and networking opportunities with the 


JINR scientific community. As part of this agreement, outbound travel grants are awarded to South 


African researchers travelling to JINR laboratories. Funding is also made available to researchers 


in South Africa to host JINR research experts for short periods of up to three weeks, in order to 


enrich local expertise in their field. Researchers are eligible to apply in the following thematic areas: 


 


 Accelerator Technology - This thematic area includes the development of technologies 


associated with producing accelerated ion-beams, including: ion-sources, charge 


breeders, mass selectors, beam cooling, accelerators, and beam optics of stable as well 


as radioactive ion-beams. 


 Focal Areas of the Heavy-Ion Physics Research Theme under the SA-JINR 


agreement - Heavy-ion physics research is undertaken with the suite of accelerators 


located at the Flerov Laboratory for Nuclear Reactions (FLNR) at JINR. Focal areas are:  


o Super- and Very Heavy Element research with the SHELS separator coupled with 


conversion-electron and gamma-ray detection. 


o The study of exotic nuclei with the Rare Ion Beam (RIB) facility DRIBS.  


o Nuclear-reactor materials modification by swift heavy ions. 


o Nuclear Structure Theory. 


 Applied Nuclear Theme - The focus will be on development and applications of 


technologies using ion bombardment with swift heavy ions.  The applications could be, for 


instance: in track etched polymeric films for gas separation membranes; or super 


hydrophobic surfaces; stress testing of electronic circuits for space technologies; creation 


of anti-bogus labelling; voltampere characteristics of semiconducting polymers for sensors; 


secondary structured surfaces; improved adhesion between metal and polymers. 


 Theoretical Physics and Computing - The thematic area will involve Few-body problems 


in nuclear physics including multi-cluster nuclear systems and hypernuclei, dense and hot 
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nuclear matter, simulations for nuclear collisions in the NICA energy region and statistical 


metHead of Departments applied to nuclear physics. 


 


For more information on the JINR-South Africa partnership, refer to the following: 


http://www.nrf.ac.za/joint-institute-nuclear-research-jinr. 


 


2. Types of Support 


 


This framework document is aimed at providing guidance to researchers and doctoral students to 


apply for funding to travel to JINR between 01 July 2018 and 30 June 2019, in the following three 


categories: 


 


2.1. Travel grants for doctoral students on approved JINR - focused projects  


  


The applicants in this category must be registered for a doctoral degree at a South African 


public university. The purpose of this travel grant is to enable doctoral students to undertake 


research as well as to establish collaborations with researchers at the different JINR 


laboratories.  


 


Eligibility criteria for doctoral students 


 


All applicants must be registered for a doctoral degree in Nuclear Physics discipline at a South 


African public university. 


 


Application requirements for doctoral students 


 


The application for a student travel grant must include the following: 


 A description of the value to be derived from the visit to JINR laboratories and the 


possibility of initiating long-term collaboration(s). 


 The preferred research thematic area.  


 A strong scientific and/or technical motivation. 


 A detailed work plan with defined deliverables and timelines. 


 Potential impact of the research in advancing South African national priorities. 


 


Compulsory supporting documents required 


 


The following documents must be submitted as an attachment to the application form: 



http://www.nrf.ac.za/joint-institute-nuclear-research-jinr
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 A copy of the invitation letter to the doctoral student from JINR laboratories confirming 


a date to visit the laboratories as well as JINR support for accommodation and living 


expenses. 


 A copy of the signed and accepted invitation letter from the doctoral student to JINR.  


 A letter of support from the supervisor at which the doctoral student is currently 


registered. This may be an endorsement from the Supervisor and Head of 


Department/Dean/Research Office. 


 


Applications that are submitted to the NRF without all the required supporting documents will 


be rejected and will not be considered by the NRF. 


 


2.2. Travel grants for researchers  


 


All applicants in this category must be employed at an NRF recognized research institution, 


such as: 


 South African public universities; and  


 South African Science Councils, National Research Facilities, Research Laboratories, 


Research Hospitals and Museums. 


 


The applicant must clearly indicate in his/her application, whether the application is for: 


 Researcher travel to the JINR laboratories; or  


 For hosting of JINR research leaders in South Africa in order to build local expertise 


in a specific field. 


 


Eligibility criteria for researchers 


 


All applicants, must: 


 Be employed on a full-time fixed term or permanent contract, at an NRF recognized 


research institution. 


 Possess a doctoral degree. 


 Have a track record in a specific field of research.  


 


Application requirements for researchers 


 


The application for a Researcher Travel Grant must include the following: 
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 A description of the value to be derived from the visit to JINR laboratories and the 


possibility of initiating long-term collaboration(s).  


 The preferred research thematic area.  


 A strong scientific and/or technical motivation. 


 Potential impact of the research in advancing South African national priorities. 


 Description of how this grant will be used to promote human capacity development 


especially among Black and female South African postgraduate students at the 


masters and doctoral levels. 


 


Compulsory supporting documents required 


 


The following documents must be submitted as attachments to the NRF Online application: 


 A copy of the invitation letter to the researcher(s) from JINR laboratories confirming a 


date to visit the laboratories as well as JINR support for accommodation and living 


expenses; 


 A copy of the signed and accepted invitation letter from the researcher to JINR; 


 A letter of support from the research institution of employment. This may be an 


endorsement from the Head of Department/Dean/Direct Manager; 


 An updated Curriculum Vitae (CV) of the invited JINR researcher to be hosted in South 


Africa if applicable; 


 A copy of the research agreement(s) in the case of applicants with existing 


agreement(s) with JINR. 


 


Applications that are submitted to the NRF without all the required supporting documents will 


be rejected and will not be considered by the NRF. 


 


2.3. Long stay visits for doctoral students and researchers 


  


The applicants requesting this category of support, must clearly indicate in his/her 


application, that he/she intends to travel to the JINR laboratories for a long stay, spanning 


a duration of 6 (six) to 12 months. 


 


Eligibility criteria for applicants 


 


All applicants in this category must be either currently registered for a doctoral degree or 


employed at an NRF recognized research institution, such as: 
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 South African Public Universities; and 


 South African Public Research Entities namely Science Councils, National Research 


Facilities, Research Laboratories, Research Hospitals and Museums. 


 


Application requirements for applicants 


 


The application for a researcher or student’s long stay visits must include the following: 


 A description of the value to be derived from the visit to JINR laboratories and the 


possibility of initiating long-term collaboration(s). 


 The preferred research thematic area. 


 A strong scientific and/or technical motivation. 


 A detailed workplan with defined deliverables and timelines. 


 Potential impact of the research in advancing South African national priorities; and 


 For researchers only: describe how this grant will be used to promote equity and 


redress; and/or capacity development (i.e. training of South African postgraduate 


students at masters and doctoral levels). 


 


Compulsory supporting documents required 


 


The following documents must be submitted as part of the application form: 


 A copy of the invitation letter to the applicant from JINR laboratories confirming a date 


to visit the laboratories as well as JINR support for accommodation and living 


expenses. 


 A copy of the signed and accepted invitation letter from the applicant to JINR. 


 A letter of support from the research institution of employment. This may be an 


endorsement from the Head of Department/Dean/Direct Manager. 


 A copy of an existing agreement(s) with JINR if applicable. 


 


Applications that are submitted to the NRF without all the required supporting documents will 


be rejected and will not be considered by the NRF. 


 


 


3. Application Process 


 


The NRF issues a Call for Proposals, which is placed on the NRF website, is disseminated to the 


Research Offices of the various institutions, and the application is accessible online at 
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https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za. All applications must be duly authorised and approved by the 


institution’s Designated Authority (DA), who in turn, submits the application to the NRF.  


 
 
 


 


 


 


 


3.1 How to apply 


 


 Register/Login using your ID number and password. 


 Go to “My Applications”. 


 Select “Create new application”.  


 Select the call you are applying for and the sub-category: Mobility Grants for South 


Africa – Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (SA-JINR) Collaboration 2018. 


 Remember to complete all sections of the application. 


 Please attach the necessary documents in PDF format. 


 Remember to submit your application on completion. 


 


3.2 Application requirements 


 


 Applications, where applicants fail to complete/update the NRF Online CV sections, will 


not be considered for funding. 


 Incomplete applications and those applications that do not have all required supporting 


documents by the time of submission will not be considered for funding 


 The NRF will not be held liable for server/IT problems experienced by any institution for 


non-submission of applications. 


 Applications submitted as hard copies or by email will not be accepted and will 


automatically be disqualified. 


 
3.3 Processing of application received by NRF 


 


In line with the NRF’s endeavour for a fair and objective granting process, all applications are 


subjected to the following: 


 Applicants will not be supported for two consecutive calls, unless under exceptional 


conditions. 


The Call for Proposals will be open from 


Tuesday, 24 April 2018 to Friday, 18 May 2018 


No late applications will be considered. 



https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
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 Applications will be considered for support for travel taking place in the time frame specified 


in this call document.  


 Given the competitive nature of the programme and budgetary limitations, funding is not 


guaranteed. 


 Applications by students need to be endorsed by the applicant’s Supervisor and/or 


Designated Authority.  


 A panel consisting of external and internal reviewers will assess and select applications 


according to the stipulated criteria. 


 Priority will be given to black and female researchers and applicants based at historically 


disadvantaged institutions (HDIs).   


 


3.4 Institutional Responsibility 


 


The institutional DA must:  


 Ensure that the online applications are completed in full with all the necessary supporting 


documentation attached;  


 Ensure compliance to the requirements of the Call for Proposals as advertised in the 


funding instrument Framework and Funding Guide; and 


 Validate and authorise all applications submitted on the NRF Online Submission System.  


 


 


4. Evaluation process 


 


The evaluation of applications will follow a two-step process:  


I. Internal screening by the NRF. 


II. An external review by a panel of reviewers. 


 


4.1. Screening Process 


 


All applications that have been validated by the institutions and submitted to the NRF will be screened 


for compliance with the requirements of the Call for Proposals, the stipulations set out in this Funding 


Guide, and the system requirements indicated in the online application screens by the Grants 


Management and Systems Administration (GMSA) directorate of the NRF.  Applications that fail to 


comply with the requirements and stipulations of the funding instruments will not proceed to the 


external peer review process. 
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4.2. Panel Peer Review Process 


 


All applications that pass the screening process will be subjected to a Peer Review process. The 


reviewers will comprise of subject experts in the discipline of the application. Proposals will be 


reviewed against set evaluation criteria, as described in the table below, and reviewers will provide a 


quantitative scoring and qualitative written evaluation of the proposal. The Panel will then provide 


recommendations to the NRF on all proposals. 


 


In awarding grants in this funding instrument, the NRF takes into account these recommendations, 


the budget motivations by the applicant, as well as the availability of funds within the funding 


instrument. 


 


The following review criteria will be used to evaluate all applications for this funding instrument. 


 


Table 1: Evaluation Dimensions for the SA - JINR Mobility Grants 


  


EVALUATION 


DIMENSION 
WEIGHTING DETAILS 


Proposed research 40% 


 Alignment to the proposed project to SA-


JINR priority areas. 


 Potential impact of the research in line with 


national priority areas. 


Purpose of visit 20% 


 The motivation for the proposed research 


visit includes clear, feasible and realistic 


objectives, outputs and timeframes. 


Financial 20% 


 Feasibility of the proposed budget. Co-


investment from outher sources must be 


clearly indicated. 


Transformation 20% 


 Potential impact of the proposed research in 


advancing the transformation agenda of the 


NRF.  


 Priority should be given to South African, 


black and female researchers and students 


based at historically disadvantaged 


institutions (HDIs). 
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5. Grants Administration 


 


 Grants will only be deemed valid on receipt of the duly initialled and signed Conditions of 


Grant (CoG) which must be uploaded on the NRF Online Submission System within thirty 


(30) days of receipt of the Award Letter. Failure to comply may result in the NRF cancelling 


the award.  


 Grant payments will be made directly to the institution of the applicant. 


 The grants awarded are to be used for the purpose stated in the application and according 


to the NRF and institutional financial policies. 


 The release of NRF funds for payment will be made according to the normal granting rules 


used by the NRF. 


 


6. Reporting  


 


 A request for progress/completion reports will be published annually by the NRF through 


the institution research office.  


 All grantholders are required to submit a progress/completion report to the NRF.   


 The report template will be provided by the NRF.  


 The report must be scrutinised and validated by the relevant DA. 


 It is compulsory for all grantholders to submit reports to the NRF. 


 
Successful applicants who do not submit progress reports will be in breach of the Conditions 


of Grant Award, and will not be considered for further funding in this funding instrument. 


 


7. General 


 


7.1  Intellectual Property Rights 
 
The intellectual capital generated by NRF funded research must be appropriately protected and 


exploited for the benefit of South Africa. This condition should not interfere with the Intellectual 


Property Rights arrangements already made on condition that the majority of the benefits arising from 


the intellectual capital accrue to South Africa and its citizens. This condition is aligned with the 


Intellectual Property Rights Act1 which will override this condition of grant.  


 NRF support should be acknowledged in all publications (including World Wide Web 


pages) and presentations (oral or poster).  


                                                           
1  Republic of South Africa, 2008, Intellectual property rights from publicly financed research and development. 
Act 51 of 2008. Government Gazette, 22 Dec 2008. Vol 522, no 31745, RSA. 
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 Use of the NRF logo should be according to the branding policies of the organization 


(contact Mr Thabiso Nkone at Thabiso.nkone@nrf.ac.za for further details).  


 


7.2  Ethics 
 
The grantholder is required to maintain the highest ethical and safety standards in conducting the 


research, particularly when human and animal subjects are involved. It remains the responsibility of 


the project leader to comply with all relevant regulations in this regard, including those of the institution 


at which the research is carried out. An ethical clearance certificate (where applicable) must be 


submitted to the NRF in respect of successful applications before funding can be released. 


 


7.3  Access to data 
 
The data generated from the proposed research must become available to other researchers working 


in the same field.  Therefore, it is important that the data is provided to domain specific databases or 


in their absence, to the South African Data Archive (SADA). 


 


7.4  Data storage, usage and dissemination 
 
In the event the outputs of the research project not being protected, conscious plans need to be made 


to make the data available to the larger research community through existing databases, some of 


which can be specific to the research field and others to generic research fields. Furthermore, 


measures need to be undertaken to ensure effective data management and integrity. 


 


7.5  Access to Information (POPI and PAIA) 
 
The Grant holder hereby consents to the NRF processing, collecting, receiving, recording, organising, 


collating, storing, updating, modifying, retrieving, altering, consulting, using, disseminating, 


distributing, merging, linking, erasing, sharing or destroying personal information in compliance with 


the  Protection of Private Information Act 4 of 2013 and the Promotion of Access to Information Act 2 


of 2000. 


 


7.6  Change of grantholder 
 


In the event of the Grantholder leaving the Institution for whatever reason, or is unable to undertake 


the activities as stipulated in the proposal, the NRF must be informed (where possible, prior to the 


departure of the grantholder from the institution) and the funds must be returned to the NRF.  No 


transference of the grant is allowed within this funding instrument. 


 



mailto:Thabiso.nkone@nrf.ac.za





13 
 


8. Contact Details 


 
For any queries related to this funding instrument please use the following contact details:  


 


For HICD For GMSA 


Ms. Motsakwe Rakgoale  


Professional Officer: HICD 


Tel:  +27 12 481 4297 


Email: motsakwe@nrf.ac.za 


Mr Stephen Dlamini  


Proffessional Officer: GMSA 


Tel: +27 12 481 4037 


Email: dlamini@nrf.ac.za 


 



mailto:motsakwe@nrf.ac.za

mailto:dlamini@nrf.ac.za




