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4.2.7 MTh in Systematic Theology (Thesis) (50741:879)  

Specific Admission Requirements 
See specific, as well as supplementary admission requirements as for all MTh programmes. 

Duration of Programme 
• The duration of the programme is at least one year.  

• A supervisor may, after consultation with the discipline concerned, require a minimum period of six 
months’ residence for MTh students from outside Southern Africa. 

Programme Content 

Total 180 credits  

Compulsory Module 

(credits = 120) 
Thesis Systematic Theology  872(120) 

plus 

Elective Modules 
Choose two modules to the value of 40 credits from the subjects below. 

(credits = 40) 
African Theologies  872(20) 

Catholic Systematic Theology 872(20) 

Christian Confessions 872(20) 

Christian Ethics and Globalisation 872(20) 

Christian Ethics and the Media 872(20) 

Christology 872(20) 

Classical Works and Figures in Christian Ethics 872(20) 

Dogmatic History 872(20) 

Ecological Ethics 872(20) 

Economical Ethics 872(20) 

Ecumenical Ethics 872(20) 

Ecumenical Systematic Theology 872(20) 

Eschatology 872(20) 

Ethical Theories 872(20) 

Ethics and the Use of Scripture 872(20) 

Ethics in African Contexts 872(20) 

Evangelical Systematic Theology 872(20) 

History of Ethics 872(20) 

Introduction to Systematic Theology 872(20) 

Medical Ethics 872(20) 

Moral Formation 872(20) 

Overview of the Study of the Christian Faith 872(20) 

Pneumatology 872(20) 

Political Ethics 872(20) 

Reformed Systematic Theology 872(20) 

Sacramentology 872(20) 

Sexual Ethics 872(20) 

Soteriology and Culpability 872(20) 

Systematic Theology and Feminist Theology 872(20) 

Systematic Theology and Liberation Theology 872(20) 

Systematic Theology and Spirituality 872(20) 

Systematic Theology and Worship 872(20) 

Theology 872(20) 

Theology and Contextuality 872(20) 

Theology and Hermeneutics 872(20) 

Theology and Rhetorics 872(20) 

Theology and Science 872(20) 
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plus 

Choose any relevant module to the value of 20 credits in Arts and Social Sciences OR choose a module to 
the value of 20 credits from the subjects below. 

(credits = 20) 
Ecclesiology 873(20) 

Missiology 872(20) 

New Testament 872(20) 

Old Testament  872(20) 

Practical Theology 872(20) 
 

5. MPhil Programmes  

5.1 MPhil in Religion and Culture preceded by PGDip (Theology)  

5.1.1 Postgraduate Diploma (Theology) (445100)  
• Religion and Culture focus 

o If you want to specialise in Religion and Culture, you register for the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Theology. For your research assignment you should research a theme that relates to Religion 
and Culture. 

• See Postgraduate Diploma in Theology under Postgraduate Diplomas. 

5.1.2 MPhil in Religion and Culture (11646:889)  

Presentation 
• The programme is presented by the discipline of Practical Theology and Missiology of the Faculty of 

Theology at Stellenbosch University in co-operation with Humboldt University in Berlin.  

• Mode of teaching: class work, lectures, prescribed work. 

• Medium of instruction: English. 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• See specific as well as supplementary admission requirements as for all MTh programmes. 

• If you hold only a three-year B-degree qualification, you must first complete a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Theology (with the focus on Religion and Culture) and pass with an average of at least 
65%, to enrol for the MPhil; or 

• If you hold a four-year qualification that is not equivalent to a Honours degree in Theology, this 
Postgraduate Diploma in Theology (with the focus on Religion and Culture) serves as a bridging 
qualification; but 

• If you do hold an appropriate four-year qualification in Theology you can enrol directly for the MPhil 
without having to complete the Postgraduate Diploma in Theology (with the focus on Religion and 
Culture) first, or  

• Because the degree is presented in co-operation with Humboldt University in Berlin, Germany, a 
three- or four-year degree from that university or an equivalent qualification from the 
abovementioned university that complies with the admission requirements will also be accepted. 

Closing Date for Applications 
• If you are a South African citizen, you must apply before 30 October of the year preceding your 

studies.  

• If you are an international student, you must apply before 30 September of the year preceding your 
studies. 

Duration of Programme 
The duration of the programme is at least one year.  

Assessment and Examination 
To successfully complete this programme, you must do a number of assignments and take tests or 
examinations orally or in writing. You must also submit a thesis on a relevant research topic.  

Programme Structure 
The MPhil in Religion and Culture is presented at NQF level 9 and consists of four lectured modules to the 
value of 80 credits, as well as a thesis to the value of 100 credits that has to be completed on a theme 
related to Religion and Culture. 



Disclaimer:  

The content above comes from the 2023 Theology Calendar (Yearbook). Make sure 

to consult the full Theology Calendar to see this extract in context and to check if 

there have been any changes. Take special note of additional information in the 

Calendar under section 1. Summary and Explanation of Postgraduate 

Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-Theology.pdf
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