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Compulsory modules  

(credits = 80) 

Subject 
Number 

Module 
Code 

Credits Module Name Semester 

12240 771 15 Geology of Southern Africa Both 

12241 772 15 Research Methods in Earth Sciences Both 

12242 773 15 Special Topics in Earth Science Both 

54895 795 35 Research project Both 
 

Choose one of the following focal areas 

Focal area A – Applied Geology (credits = 40) 

Subject 
Number 

Module 
Code 

Credits Module Name Semester 

12243 712 20 Concepts in Crustal Evolution 1 

12247 742 20 Economic Geology 2 
 

Focal area B – Environmental Geochemistry (credits = 40) 

Subject 
Number 

Module 
Code 

Credits Module Name Semester 

12244 714 20 Hazardous Waste Site Assessment 1 

12275 744 20 Environmental Systems 2 

Assessment and Examination 
All modules in this honours programme, with the exception of the research project, are assessed through a 
combination of theory, practical work and an examination. The research project is assessed based on 
submission of your final research report and an oral presentation. To obtain the honours degree you must 
pass all modules with a 50% sub-minimum. 
 
 
 

6.5.2 MSc in Earth Sciences   

Programme Code 
12918 – 879 (180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A BScHons degree in Geology or an approved equivalent qualification.  

• Supplementary studies may be required from you before beginning research. 

Programme Content 
An independent research project on a specific topic that may entail field research/laboratory research, as 
determined by your supervisor(s) and leading to a thesis, is required.  

Compulsory Module 
Subject 
Number 

Module 
Code 

Credits Module Name Semester 

14314 828 180 Thesis Earth Sciences Both 

Assessment and Examination 
After completion of the research, you must submit a thesis for examination to the satisfaction of the 
examiners and do an oral examination. 
 
 

6.5.3 PhD in Earth Sciences   

Programme Code 
12918 – 978 (360) 

Programme Description 
A dissertation that is the product of your personal and independent research is required. See also Section 2.3 
in this chapter for general information on the PhD degree at the Faculty of Science. 
 



Disclaimer:  

The content above comes from the 2023 Science Calendar (Yearbook). Make sure to 

consult the full Science Calendar to see this extract in context and to check if there 

have been any changes. Take special note of additional information in the Calendar 

under section 1. Summary of Postgraduate Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-Science.pdf
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