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Assessment and examination  
• To be accepted for the examination after each module, you must: 

o show satisfactory participation in e-learning activities for the module concerned; and 

o obtain a class mark of at least 50% for the module concerned. The class mark is calculated 
as the average of the marks for the assignments and portfolios of the module concerned. 

• A final mark of at least 50% is needed to pass a module.  

• Re-examinations can either be written or oral examinations. 

• The final mark for the programme is calculated as the average of the final marks for the modules.  
• To be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Infectious Diseases, a final mark of at least 50% for 

each module must be obtained, attendance of face-to-face contact time must be 100% and all the 
portfolios (with a logbook included) confirming satisfactory exposure to practical work must be 
submitted. 

• To be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Infectious Diseases with distinction, a final mark of at 
least 75% must be obtained. 

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Dr Jantjie Taljaard 
Programme administrator: Ms Lejandra Hanekom 
Tel: 021 938 9331/9045    Email: lejandra@sun.ac.za 
 

5.1.7  Postgraduate Diploma in Medical Toxicology  

Specific admission requirements 
• A bachelor’s degree (e.g. MBChB, BPharm or BNurs) or another relevant qualification on at least NQF 

level 7.  

• If you are an international student who did not use English as medium of instruction for your 
undergraduate studies, you may be required to provide evidence of your oral and academic writing 
proficiency in English.  

Application procedure and closing date 
Apply online at www.maties.com by 30 September of the previous year. Applications for prospective 
international students close on 31 August. 

Programme description 
The Postgraduate Diploma programme in Medical Toxicology aims to train you, as an appropriately qualified 
scientist, in the field of medical toxicology. The curriculum covers the most important areas of medical 
toxicology and will help broaden your knowledge as a healthcare professional. After completing the course, 
you will:  

• have the practical skills to diagnose and manage patients exposed to poisonous chemicals;  

• be able to work in medical facilities where you can assist in managing poisoned patients; and 

• be able to advise other healthcare professionals on the diagnosis and management of poisoned 
patients.   

Duration 
The programme extends over two years.   

Presentation  
The programme is offered by means of blended learning and includes e-learning, guided self-study, 
assignments, homework tasks and e-portfolios for integrated reflection, as well as two formal face-to-face 
lecture weeks. 

Programme content 
You must complete all five modules listed below. 

Introduction to Toxicology 775(24) 

Poisoning Management and Prevention 775(24) 

Poisoning with Biological Toxins  775(24) 

Poisoning with Non-drug Chemicals  775(24) 

Poisoning with Pharmaceuticals 775(24) 
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Assessment and examination 
• To obtain the PG Dip (Medical Toxicology) you must: 

o show satisfactory attendance of classes and satisfactory participation in e-learning activities; 
and  

o pass with a final mark of at least 50%.  

• The final mark is calculated as follows: 

o Section 1: written assignments and online quizzes (25%). 

o Section 2: e-portfolios for integrated reflection (15%). 

o Section 3: discussions of case studies (24%). 

o Section 4: a three-hour written examination (36%). 

• To pass the programme with distinction you must obtain a mark of 75%.   

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Mrs CJ Marks  
Tel: (021) 938 9334    Email: carinem@sun.ac.za 

Programme administrator: Ms M Harck 
Tel: (021) 938 9296    Email: mji@sun.ac.za 
 

5.1.8  Postgraduate Diploma in Medicines Development  
Please note:  
This programme will not be offered until further notice. 

Specific admission requirements 
• One of the following qualifications: 

o an MBChB or BChD degree; 

o a BPharm degree;  

o a BNurs or BSc (Biological Sciences or Biomathematics) degree with at least two years’ 
experience in medicines development/pharmaceutical medicine; or 

o an equivalent qualification as approved by Senate. 

• If you are applying with foreign qualifications and you did not use English as medium of instruction 
for your undergraduate studies, you may be required to provide evidence of your oral and 
academic-writing proficiency in English. 

• International candidates must provide proof of the equivalence of qualifications obtained from a 
non-South African Institute. A SAQA (South African Qualifications Authority) certificate must be 
submitted. 

Application procedure and closing date 
Apply online at www.maties.com by 30 September of the previous year. Applications for prospective 
international students close on 31 August. 

If you do not meet any of the above-mentioned criteria, you may be enrolled after a successful interview 
with programme leaders and on approval by Senate, or the Executive Committee acting on its behalf. 
Admission based on your approved previous training will be considered for recommendation by Senate, or 
the Executive Committee acting on its behalf. 

Duration of programme 
The programme extends over two years. 

Programme description 
The Postgraduate Diploma in Medicines Development (PG Dip (Medicines Development)) will provide you 
with a programme of study that will expand your knowledge and skills in medicines 
development/pharmaceutical medicine. Medicines development/pharmaceutical medicine deals with the 
entire medical product life cycle, including non-clinical and clinical drug development, regulatory affairs, 
marketing of pharmaceutical products and drug safety/pharmacovigilance. Specifically, this discipline 
encompasses the following areas: 

• Discovery of new medicines; 

• Pharmaceutical development; 

• Toxicity testing; 

• Legal and ethical issues; 

• Development of medicines and development planning; 

• Clinical trials; 



Disclaimer: 
 
The content above comes from the 2024 Medicine and Health Sciences Yearbook. 

Make sure to consult the full Medicine and Health Sciences Yearbook to see this 

extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take special note 

of additional information in the yearbook under section Postgraduate programmes. 

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2024-FMHS.pdf
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2024-FMHS.pdf



