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Assessment and examination 
• You must pass all six modules with a final mark of at least 50%. 

• If you fail a module or the final examination in a module, you may repeat the module or the 
examination. Modules are only offered once a year. To repeat a module, you must enrol for the
module again in the following academic year. If you are required to repeat the examination in a 
module only, you may attempt a supplementary examination in the same year. 

• If you have failed a module or the examination in a module for the second time, you may be denied 
the right to attempt the module or examination again on recommendation of the Faculty Board. 

• As exit examination you must sit the examination for the Higher Diploma in Family Medicine of the 
College of Family Physicians of South Africa. You may only take the final examination if you have
successfully completed all first-year modules and at least 15 months of clinical work as
documented in a learning portfolio. The cost of the examination is not included in the university fees. 
For more information, visit the website at www.cmsa.co.za. 

• If you have failed an exit examination, you may sit for the College examination again as a 
supplementary examination. If you, however, fail a second exit examination, you may be denied the
right to qualify for the Postgraduate Diploma in Family Medicine on recommendation of the Faculty 
Board. 

• To be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Family Medicine, you must obtain a final mark of not 
less than 50%. 

• To be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Family Medicine with distinction, you must obtain a
final mark of at least 75%. 

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Dr Ts’epo Motsohi
Programme administrator: Ms N Cordon-Thomas 
Tel: 021 938 9168  Email: nicolec@sun.ac.za

Website: http://www.sun.ac.za/fammed/ 

5.1.4  Postgraduate Diploma in Health Care Management 

Specific admission requirements 
• A Bachelor’s degree in health sciences, in economic and management sciences, or in social

sciences on NQF level 7.

• Demonstrated academic ability and relevant workplace experience.

• You must also prove that you are adequately proficient in English and in writing for postgraduate
academic studies and research.

Application procedure and closing date 
Apply online at www.maties.com by 30 September of the previous year. Applications for prospective 
international students close on 31 August. 

You must submit a written motivation for entry into the programme as well as proof of your proficiency in 
English and in writing for postgraduate academic studies and research. 

Duration of programme 
The programme extends over two years and is presented on a part-time basis. 

Programme description 
The purpose of the programme is to prepare you for advanced and specialised professional employment 
within the health system, and to develop your knowledge and skills in healthcare management at an 
advanced level in an applied work setting. The curriculum is based on workplace leadership and managerial 
roles. Assignments are practical and applied and include an applied professional assignment which 
resembles workplace experience and challenges in healthcare organisations. 

The postgraduate diploma provides a strong conceptual foundation for theoretically and methodologically 
grounded engagements with applied concerns regarding healthcare management and sets you up for 
professional work or further academic study. 

This programme is hosted by the Division of Health Systems and Public Health in the Department of Global 
Health at the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences. The programme consists of a core set of modules, 
with a practical assignment by means of a health management report.  

Programme content 
All modules are compulsory; 60 credits are prescribed for the first year, and a further 60 credits for the 
second year. The health management report will be incorporated into the second-year modules. 
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FIRST YEAR 
Health Systems, Policy and Financing 775(10) 

Leadership and Innovation in Healthcare 737(5) * 

Strategy, Marketing and Communication 775(10) 

Managing Self and Others for Optimal Service 
Delivery 

775(10) 

Quality Improvement, Clinical Governance and 
Patient Care 

775(10) 

Project Management 775(10) 

SECOND YEAR 
Evidence and Information in Health Management 775(10) 

Financial Leadership and Governance for Effective 
Healthcare Delivery 

775(10) 

Leadership and Innovation in Healthcare 757(5) * 

Managing Operations 775(10) 

Managing Health Technology and Infrastructure 775(10) 

Health Management Report 775(20) 

* Leadership and Innovation in Healthcare is a longitudinal module completed over the course of the programme. 

Assessment and examination 
Each module is assessed by means of assessment in the form of: 

• in-class assessments;

• short assignments during tutorials;

• individual and group participation; and

• longer written assignments before or after the contact sessions for a particular module.

Enquiries 
Programme leader: Prof René English and Dr Juliet Nyasulu 
Programme administrator: Mrs Candice de Mink 
Tel: 021 938 9070    Email: cdemink@sun.ac.za 

5.1.5  Postgraduate Diploma in Health Research Ethics 
Please note: 
This programme will not be offered until further notice. 

Specific admission requirements 
• A background indicating a significant interest in bioethics or research ethics. 

• A degree in health sciences, law, social sciences or the humanities (e.g. philosophy and theology). 

• You must further submit a letter of support from your home institution demonstrating institutional 
support and explaining why your research ethics capacity-building is important to the home 
institution. 

• You must be computer literate, have internet access and be fluent in spoken and written English. 

Application procedure and closing date 
Apply online at www.maties.com by 30 September of the previous year. Applications for prospective
international students close on 31 August. 

Senate, or the Executive Committee acting on its behalf, will decide on your admission to the Diploma in 
Health Research Ethics. 

If you have foreign qualifications and you did not use English as medium of instruction for your 
undergraduate studies, you may be required to provide evidence of your oral and academic writing 
proficiency in English. 

Please note: 

• You will be given preference if you are a mature midcareer professional and already have research
ethics experience. 

• You will also be given preference if you are a member of a research ethics committee (national, 
institutional or private) or a regulatory agency. 



Disclaimer: 
 
The content above comes from the 2024 Medicine and Health Sciences Yearbook. 

Make sure to consult the full Medicine and Health Sciences Yearbook to see this 

extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take special note 

of additional information in the yearbook under section Postgraduate programmes. 

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2024-FMHS.pdf
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2024-FMHS.pdf



