Master of Science
General admission and selection requirements for MSc programmes


For admission to the MSc degree programmes, you must have an honours degree in Science
of this University, or another honours degree approved for such purposes by Senate, or you
must otherwise have attained a standard of competence deemed adequate for such
purpose by Senate.



The initial research proposal is approved by a departmental research committee, as well as
by the Health Research Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences.
In instances where research is conducted on animals, the proposal is approved by the
Committee for Experimental Animal Research of the Faculty.

Programme description
Thesis MSc programmes entail an independent research project, resulting in a thesis that
constitutes 100% of the final mark of the programme. The subject of the research project is selected
to support the Faculty’s research focus areas.
The following overarching objectives are set for the MSc programmes:


to equip you with more advanced knowledge and a deeper insight into your chosen subject
within the field of study;



to promote mastery of the chosen topic, with the aid of higher levels of analysis of new
information, and to develop the ability to handle complexities and to find solutions to such
problems;



to enable you to do advanced and independent research by means of rigorous training in
research methods and to familiarise you with the skills needed for academic
communication;



to prepare you, if you are aspiring to higher levels of academic research work, for doctoral
study and to foster an approach marked by academic integrity and ethics;



to contribute to the pool of academics and professionals through the development of
capabilities and critical intellectual skills aimed at ensuring the healthy continuance of the
relevant discipline or profession; and
to prepare you to utilise your skills to help solve the problems and challenges of the country
that fall within the scope of your particular field.



