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Please note: 
You must choose between Intellectual Property Law in the Digital Environment, Competition Law and 
Economic Perspectives of Law. You may take only one of these modules. A student will only be permitted to 
take the research assignment module with the permission of the programme coordinator. 

10009 – 711 Copyright Law (30) 

10008 – 711  Trademark Law (30) 

10934 – 711 Patent Law and the Law of Registered Design (30) 

10935 – 711 Intellectual Property Law in the Digital Environment (30) or 

62553 – 711 Competition Law (30) 

13866 – 712 Economic Perspectives of Law (30) 

10937 – 714 A research assignment of 7 500 to 10 000 words on a topic in the general field of 
Intellectual Property Law or related subject matter (30) 

 

3. The Postgraduate Diploma in Public Procurement 
Policy and Regulation  

3.1  Admission requirements  
You may apply to be admitted to the Postgraduate Diploma in Public Procurement Policy and Regulation if 
you: 

• have a bachelor’s degree in any field with a minimum average achievement of 60% in the final year 
of the undergraduate degree programme, or any postgraduate degree with a minimum average 
achievement of 60% in the final year of the programme; 

• have experience in public procurement or supply chain management; and 

• have successfully completed an online short course on introduction to public procurement law 
studies. 

International students 

If you are an international student applying for admission to the Postgraduate Diploma in Public Procurement 
Policy and Regulation, you must also submit proof of your current level of proficiency in English. You may do 
this by submitting your IELTS or TOEFL scores. This requirement does not apply if English is your home 
language or if you have completed a prior degree or qualification in English. 

3.2 Application procedure  
This is a selection programme and, in addition to the prescribed admission requirements that apply, only a 
limited number of students will be admitted to this programme. Apply in writing at www.maties.com. 

3.3 Duration of programme  
One year full time, or two years part time. 

3.4 Enquiries  
The Faculty Administrator, Mr Shirle Cornelissen, tel. 021 808 9111, e-mail: shirle@sun.ac.za. 

3.5  Programme content (120 credits)  
This programme is the only of its kind on the continent and will establish or deepen your knowledge of 
Public Procurement Law. You will be exposed to the methodology of legal practice (specifically in public 
procurement regulation), legal research and the application of the law in the context of public procurement. 

You must complete four modules (120 credits in total), two compulsory modules and 2 electives:  

14115 – 713 International Legal Regimes on Public Procurement (30) and 

14121 – 751 Public Procurement Regulation and Policy in South Africa (30) 

14116 – 711 Policy and Public Procurement Law (30) or 

14120 – 743 Corruption and Procurement (30) or 

14119 – 741 Infrastructure Procurement Regulation and Policy in South Africa (30) or 
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14118 – 752 Defence Procurement (30) or 

14114 – 712 Procurement Law Compliance (30) 

4. The LLM programme  
The LLM programme gives you seven options: You may choose the research option or one of the five 
coursework options or the professional coursework option. The basic admission requirements are the same 
for all the options but for some of them you must also undergo selection. 

4.1  Admission requirements for LLM studies  
This is a selection programme and only a limited number of students will be admitted on academic merit. 
Even if you meet the minimum admission requirements, your admission is not automatically guaranteed. You 
may apply for admission to the LLM programme if you: 

•  have an LLB degree conferred by this University or any other bachelor’s degree in Law (excluding 
the BIuris degree) and have attained an average of 60% in the final year of the degree, or 

• have attained a comparable achievement in another (for example, foreign) qualification, or  

• have attained a level of proficiency or accomplishment in Law which, in the judgement of Senate, is 
regarded as adequate for this purpose.  

International students 
If you are an international student applying for admission to the LLM by coursework programme, you must 
submit proof of your current level of proficiency in English (for example, your IELTS or TOEFL scores). This 
requirement does not apply if English is your home language or if you have completed your first degree in 
English. 

Waiver of 60% requirement for LLM (research) 

You may request and obtain a recommendation from a potential supervisor that the admission requirement 
of a minimum mark of 60% be waived for LLM (research). For such a request to be considered, you must 
submit an overview of no more than 600 words of the envisaged study and a sample of previous research of 
approximately 2 000 words to your potential supervisor. Your potential supervisor must confirm that they 
have the necessary capacity to perform the function of supervisor. Your potential supervisor must motivate 
in writing and recommend the waiver to the Research Committee for approval. 

4.2 Selection  
All the options for the LLM by coursework are subject to selection based on academic merit. Whilst the 
minimum admission requirement is specified as a 60% average in the final year of your previous degree, your 
full academic record is considered during the selection process. If you did not complete your previous 
degree in N+1 years (i.e. at most one year more than the minimum period specified for the degree), you 
cannot expect to be admitted, even if you have achieved the 60% average for the final-year modules of your 
undergraduate degree. If you apply for the coursework LLM in Intellectual Property Law or the Professional 
LLM in Intellectual Property Law, you must also write a selection essay. 

The research option is also a selection programme and to be admitted to it, you must undergo a complete 
selection process. More information is available on the Faculty website at www.sun.ac.za/law. 

4.3 Enquiries  
The Faculty Manager, Ms Karin Wiss, tel. 021 808 3780, e-mail: karinwiss@sun.ac.za, or  

The Faculty Administrator, Mr Shirle Cornelissen, tel. 021 808 9111, e-mail: shirle@sun.ac.za.  

You can request a prospectus with complete information on the LLM by coursework from Ms Wiss. 

4.4 Research option  
In addition to the provisions below, please consult the Postgraduate Guide on the Faculty website at 
www.sun.ac.za/law.  

Requirements for obtaining the degree 
To obtain the LLM degree by research you must: 

a)  conduct an approved research curriculum of at least one year (after attaining the bachelor’s degree 
or reaching the required level of proficiency referred to above under “Admission requirements”) at 
this university or at some other institution approved by Senate; and  

b)  present for assessment a thesis of an acceptable standard; and  
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6.7  Postgraduate Diploma in Tax Law  
You may apply for the Postgraduate Diploma in Tax Law if you: 

• have an LLB degree from this University; or 

• have a BAcc or BCom degree from this University; or 

• are a graduate from any other university who has been granted the status of LLB, BProc, BCom or 
BAcc of the university concerned in terms of section 65B of the Higher Education Act 101 of 1997; or 

• have been admitted to practice as an attorney in any province of South Africa or in Namibia; or 

• are registered as an accountant with the Public Accountants’ and Auditors’ Board, or as a chartered 
accountant with the South African Institute for Chartered Accountants; or 

• have any other academic or professional qualification which the Senate deems to be sufficient for 
admission. 

New applications are considered every second year and the next intake will be in 2025. 

6.8 Postgraduate Diploma in Intellectual Property Law  
This is a selection programme and, in addition to the prescribed admission requirements that apply, only a 
limited number of students will be admitted to the programme. 

You may apply for admission to the Postgraduate Diploma in Intellectual Property Law, if you hold at least 
one of the following degrees/qualifications: 

• a BSc, a BCom, a BEng or an LLB qualification; or 

• any other NQF 7 qualification; or 

• work experience or any other exposure to the field of intellectual property law that the SU Senate 
deems suitable for admission under the University’s Policy on the Recognition of Prior Learning 
(RPL). 

And: 

• You must have achieved at least a 65% average in the final year of study of your undergraduate 
degree (with the exception of an LLB degree). 

• You must indicate the PG Dip (Intellectual Property Law) as your first choice to be considered. The 
only exception would be if you put LLM as your first choice and the PG Dip (Intellectual Property 
Law) as your second choice. 

• You must submit a satisfactory selection essay in accordance with the requirements set out in the 
application process. 

• Admissions to the PG Dip (Intellectual Property Law) are limited to ten students per semester. If 
there are more applicants than can be accommodated, preference will be given to students who 
have achieved the highest score based on the aforementioned criteria combined in the ratio 40:60 
between the essay and your academic record. Thus, if you have not succeeded in any particular 
intake, you are welcome to re-apply if you satisfy the minimum criteria (i.e. an undergraduate degree 
and the required performance level in your final year of study). 

International students 
If you are an international student applying for admission to the Postgraduate Diploma in Intellectual 
Property Law, you must also submit proof of your current level of proficiency in English. You may do this by 
writing an essay or submitting your IELTS or TOEFL scores. This requirement does not apply if English is your 
home language or if you have completed a prior degree or qualification in English. 

6.9 Postgraduate Diploma in Public Procurement Policy and Regulation  
This is a selection programme and, in addition to the prescribed admission requirements that apply, only a 
limited number of students will be admitted to the programme. 

You may apply to be admitted to the Postgraduate Diploma in Public Procurement Policy and Regulation if 
you: 

• have a bachelor’s degree in any field with a minimum average achievement of 60% in the final year 
of the undergraduate degree programme, or any postgraduate degree with a minimum average 
achievement of 60% in the final year of the programme; 

• have experience in public procurement or supply chain management; and 

• have successfully completed an online short course on introduction to public procurement law 
studies. 
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International students 
If you are an international student applying for admission to the Postgraduate Diploma in Public Procurement 
Policy and Regulation, you must also submit proof of your current level of proficiency in English. You may do 
this by submitting your IELTS or TOEFL scores. This requirement does not apply if English is your home 
language or if you have completed a prior degree or qualification in English. 

6.10  LLM  
This is a selection programme and only a limited number of students will be admitted on academic merit. 
Even if you meet the minimum admission requirements, your admission is not automatically guaranteed. You 
may apply for admission to the LLM programme if you: 

• have an LLB degree conferred by this University or any other bachelor’s degree in Law (excluding 
the BIuris degree) and have attained an average of 60% in the final year of the degree, or 

• have attained a comparable achievement in another (for example, foreign) qualification, or  

• have attained a level of proficiency or accomplishment in Law which, in the judgement of Senate, is 
regarded as adequate for this purpose.  

International students 
If you are an international student applying for admission to the LLM by coursework programme, you must 
submit proof of your current level of proficiency in English (for example your IELTS or TOEFL scores). This 
requirement does not apply if English is your home language or if you have completed your previous degree 
in English. 

6.11  LLD  
You must have attained the undermentioned to apply to read for a doctoral degree in Law. Senate will 
consider every application on merit: 

• an LLM degree preceded by an appropriate undergraduate law qualification; or 

• an LLB degree conferred by this University, or any other bachelor’s degree in Law (excluding the 
BProc and BIuris degrees) approved for this purpose by Senate, and relevant academic or 
professional experience; or 

• in exceptional circumstances, a level of proficiency or accomplishment in Law which, in the 
judgement of Senate, is regarded as adequate for this purpose. 

Additional requirements to apply to read for a doctoral degree in Law 
• You must indicate sufficient potential to pursue doctoral studies successfully. In this regard: 

o You must have passed the final year of the LLM (or where relevant the LLB or other bachelor’s 
degree in Law) with an average of at least 65% (or its international equivalent); or  

o You may request and obtain a recommendation from a potential supervisor that the requirement 
of a minimum mark of 65% be waived. For such a request to be considered, you must submit an 
overview of no more than 600 words of the envisaged study, and a sample of previous research 
of approximately 2 000 words. Your potential supervisor must confirm that they have the 
necessary capacity to perform the function of supervisor. 

7. Recognition of subjects, modules or credits 
completed elsewhere  

Credits completed at another institution may be recognised for purposes of any of the LLB programmes 
(excluding the two-year postgraduate LLB programme). The following conditions apply: 

• A maximum of 148 credits may be recognised. 

• Credits must be relevant and on the required academic level. 

• The full pre-final year and final year of the relevant programmes must be followed at Stellenbosch 
University.  

8. Completion of modules or subjects at another 
university  

With special permission from the Faculty, you may complete a maximum of 48 pre-final-year and/or final-
year credits at another university, for any of the LLB programmes. Please note the following conditions: 

• The credits must be relevant and on the required academic level.  



Disclaimer: 
 
The content above comes from the 2024 Law Yearbook. Make sure to consult the 

full Law Yearbook to see this extract in context and to check if there have been any 

changes.  

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2024-Law.pdf

