
Doctor of Engineering (DEng) 

 
The DEng is a senior doctorate, usually awarded to persons who already have a PhD in Engineering and 

who have made a significant and outstanding contribution to a field of the engineering sciences over 

a period of several years. 

 

Admission requirements 

To be considered for admission to the DEng you must: 

 have completed at least one of the following periods of study and work: 

o at least two years must have passed after you obtained the PhD in Engineering; or 

o at least five years must have passed after you obtained an MSc, MScEng or MEng degree; 

or 

o a period of at least nine years must have passed after you obtained a BEng degree; or 

o after you reached a standard of competence in your field of study in another manner that 

is the Senate considers sufficient for this purpose; 

 after completing the specified periods of study, have been working full-time in your field to 

the satisfaction of the Senate; and 

 have performed advanced original research and/or creative work to the satisfaction of the 

University in a field of the engineering sciences. 

 

Selection 

Irrespective of the admission requirements above, you must be selected for the DEng by the home 

department of the relevant field of study. 

 

The Faculty Board’s approval is required for admission to the DEng. Also refer to the Faculty’s 

“Minimum Standards Regarding DEng Registration” (see Section 1.6 for access details). 

 

Application procedure 

The Faculty or a department usually nominates a DEng candidate, but you can also apply to be 

admitted to the DEng by contacting the chairperson of the relevant home department. You must 

provide your CV, including a complete list of all your publications. 

To apply for the DEng or to obtain further details about the application procedure, please send an e-

mail to “Postgraduate enquiries” of the relevant home department in Section 1.1.2. 

 

Duration and period of enrolment 

The normal period of enrolment for a DEng degree is one year. This is also the minimum required 

period of enrolment. 

 

Programme composition and requirements for obtaining the DEng degree 

The programme comprises the preparation of a dissertation that: 

 is based on your original and previously published works; and 

 describes your contribution to the enrichment of knowledge of the engineering sciences. 

 

To obtain the DEng degree, your dissertation must demonstrate, in the Senate’s judgement, that you 

have made a significant and outstanding contribution to the enrichment of knowledge of the 

engineering sciences. 



 

Examination of the dissertation 

The requirements relating to the submission date and the number of copies you must submit, as well 

as the other requirements you must meet before the degree can be awarded to you, can be requested 

by e-mail from the address for postgraduate enquiries under the relevant home department listed in 

Section 1.1.2. Also refer to the chapter “Postgraduate Qualifications” in Part 1 of the Calendar. 

 

DEng candidates are not required to do an oral examination. 

 

Also refer to the Faculty’s “Minimum Standards for DEng Examination Procedures” (see Section 1.6 for 

access details). 


