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3.14.3 MA (International Studies)  
Please note: This programme will not necessarily offered every year.  

Programme Code 
50148 – 889(180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• An Honours degree or equivalent qualification in Political Science or a related subject, as approved 

by Senate.  

• An average pass mark of 65% in the final year of the degree or diploma preceding registration is a 
minimum requirement. 

Closing Date for Applications 
Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
The programme focuses on the dynamics of interdependence, the actors and the structures of the 
contemporary global political economy. It is aimed at decision makers in the public and private sectors who 
are confronted by and must develop strategies in a world which is subject to the dynamics of political, 
economic and technological globalisation. The outcomes of the programme are available on the 
Department’s website and in our postgraduate brochures. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Modules 
10181 : Selected Themes (International Studies) 871(60)  

12864 : Thesis (International Studies) 872(120)  
 

Assessment and Examination 
The assessment of module 871 is done as explained in the module frameworks. 

The thesis is assessed according to the regulations of Stellenbosch University for the examination of Master’s 
theses as set out in the section on postgraduate qualifications in Part 1 of the Calendar. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof J van der Westhuizen 
Tel: 021 808 2502    E-mail: jvdw2@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/polwet  
 

3.14.4 MA (Political Science)  
Please note: This programme will not necessarily be offered every year.  

Programme Codes 
44687 – 879(180) 

44687 – 889(180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• An Honours degree in Political Science or an equivalent qualification as approved by Senate. 

• An average final mark of 65%. 

Closing Date for Applications 
Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
The general aim of this programme is the development of a thorough understanding of political events, 
processes and tendencies based on methodologically accountable and theoretically informed empirical 
research. The programme also aims to train you as researcher to make professional contributions to the 
discipline of Political Science. 
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Programme Content 

879: 

Compulsory Module 
12863 : Thesis (Political Science) 871(180)  

 

889: 

Compulsory Modules 
12863 : Thesis (Political Science) 872(120)  

10180 : Selected Themes (Political Science)  871(60)   
 

Assessment and Examination 
Assessment of Selected Themes 871 is done as explained in the module framework. The thesis of 120 or 180 
credits is assessed according to the regulations of Stellenbosch University for the examination of Master’s 
theses as set out in the section on postgraduate qualifications in Part 1 of the Calendar. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof J van der Westhuizen 
Tel: 021 808 2502    E-mail: jvdw2@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/polwet  
 

3.14.5 PhD (Political Science)  

Programme Code 
44687 – 978(360) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A Master’s degree, or equivalent, in Political Science, International Studies or a related discipline, 

with advanced training in Research Methodology. 

• If you have a Master’s degree but you did not pass a research methodology course at the honours 
level, you must take a postgraduate course in social science research methods at Stellenbosch 
University. 

• The Department may require that you follow additional postgraduate modules.  

Closing Date for Applications 
Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
You write a dissertation, under supervision, on a selected topic in Political Science or International Studies. 
The aim of the programme is to enable you to acquire an in-depth understanding of political events, 
processes and tendencies, based on methodologically defendable and theoretically informed research. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Module 
44687 : Political Science 978(360)  

 

Assessment and Examination 
A dissertation that is assessed according to the regulations of Stellenbosch University. You must do an oral 
examination in addition to the dissertation. Also consult Calendar, Part 1 (General), on doctoral studies. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof J van der Westhuizen 
Tel: 021 808 2502    E-mail: jvdw2@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/polwet  
 



Disclaimer: 

The content above comes from the 2023 Arts and Social Sciences Calendar 

(Yearbook). Make sure to consult the full Arts and Social Sciences Calendar to see 

this extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take 

special note of additional information in the Calendar under section 2. General 

Provisions for Postgraduate Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-ArtsAndSocialSciences.pdf
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