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Programme Structure 
The study of the systematic disciplines of urban or tourism geography, in-depth knowledge of, and 
advanced skills in, the basic principles of geographical information systems and their application in a human 
geographical research field. 

The programme is presented weekly in four lectures and four practicals. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme normally begins in the last week of January and concludes in November. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Modules 
49611 : Geographical Information Systems  713(30)  

12187 : Spatial Modelling and Geographical Communication 716(30)  

10130 : Geographical Research Application 743(30)  

63398 : Advanced Remote Sensing 712(30) 
 

Prerequisite pass modules 
The following prerequisite pass modules or any acceptable equivalent as required by the Department, are 
compulsory. 

Subject number Module Pass prerequisite module/s 

63398 Advanced Remote Sensing 712 PP Geographical Information Technology 
342 

49611 Geographical and Information Systems 
713 

PP Geographical Information Systems 214 
or 241 (60%), or Geography and 
Environmental Studies 363 (65%) 

12187 Spatial Modelling and Geographical 
Communication 716 

PP Spatial Modelling 334 or Geographical 
Information Technology 341 and 
Computer Science 114 or Socio-
Informatics 224 or Socio-Informatics 254 

 

Assessment and Examination 
Assessment is done per module as explained in the framework of each individual module. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Dr J Kemp 
Tel: 021 808 9147    E-mail: jkemp@sun.ac.za 

Website: https://www0.sun.ac.za/geography  
 

3.7.3 MA (Geography and Environmental Studies)  

Programme Code 
49905 – 879(180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A BAHons degree with Geography and Environmental Studies or equivalent qualification. 

• An average final mark of 60%. 

Closing Date for Applications 
• South African students: 

o Apply by 31 October of the preceding year. 

• International students: 

o Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 
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Programme Structure 
The programme focuses on the study and resolution of human-environmental problems, environmental 
disasters and urban or tourism phenomena from a spatial perspective. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Module 
11660 : Thesis (Geography and Environmental Studies A) 872(180)  

 

Assessment and Examination 
The thesis of 30 000 to 40 000 words, which demonstrates the ability to conduct independent research on 
a geographical problem, is assessed according to the regulations of Stellenbosch University in Part 1 of the 
Calendar. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Dr M Spocter 
Tel: 021 808 3095    E-mail: mspocter@sun.ac.za 

Website: https://www0.sun.ac.za/geography  
 

3.7.4 MA (Geographical Information Systems)  

Programme Code 
49611 – 879(180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A BA Honours degree with Geography and Environmental Studies as a major and training in 

Geographical Information Systems (GIS training), or a BA Honours degree in a related discipline as 
major approved by Senate as appropriate, and with appropriate training in GIS. 

• An average final mark of 60% for the major.  

Closing Date for Applications 
• South African students: 

o Apply by 31 October of the preceding year. 

• International students: 

o Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
The implementation, management and application of GIS for managing resources and for spatial analysis 
and modelling of human geographical phenomena, disasters and problems. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Module 
12188 : Thesis (GIS) 872(180)  

 

Assessment and Examination 
The thesis of 30 000 to 40 000 words, which demonstrates the ability to conduct independent scientific 
research on a geographical problem, is assessed according to the regulations of Stellenbosch University in 
Part 1 of the Calendar. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof A van Niekerk 
Tel: 021 808 3101    E-mail: avn@sun.ac.za   

Website: https://www0.sun.ac.za/geography  
 



Disclaimer: 

The content above comes from the 2023 Arts and Social Sciences Calendar 

(Yearbook). Make sure to consult the full Arts and Social Sciences Calendar to see 

this extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take 

special note of additional information in the Calendar under section 2. General 

Provisions for Postgraduate Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-ArtsAndSocialSciences.pdf
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