
Good order at sea:
Frameworks for Cooperation
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Good order at sea in Eastern 
Africa

• Revisiting good order at sea

• Whose good order?

• Good order and jurisdiction 

• An regional institutional approach
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Good order at sea

• A legal and normative element

• “Ensures the safety and security of shipping and permits 
countries to pursue the maritime interests and develop 
their maritime resources in an ecologically sustainable 
and peaceful manner iaw. international law.” (Bateman 
et al.)

•Legal good order at sea is anchored in the sovereign state

•Normative good order at sea is also anchored in 
institutionalized interdependence and beyond. 
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The challenges of good order at 
sea

• Securitization
• Different actors and audiences

• Jurisdictions
• Sovereign states vs institutions

• Flag state, cargo, crew, ship owner etc.

• Definition of EEZ and beyond 

• Inclusion of landlocked states 
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Securitization and Eastern Africa

• Who makes the move?

• Who are the audience? 
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Piracy
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Economy

8



Migration and smuggling
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Sea as a resource

• 19 % of world 
catches is IUU 
(EC, 2009)
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Securitization and Eastern Africa

• Competing security agendas

• Security moves are driven by 
piracy

• Extraordinary measures

• Eastern Africa has range of 
security challenges in relation 
to good order at sea. 
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Good order and jurisdictions in 
Eastern Africa

• Depend heavily of functioning 
national institutions
• Limited maritime traditions 

• Security understanding as state security 
and sovereignty

• Limited capabilities

• Ratification but implementation?

• Private security companies
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Good order at sea as a norm

• Good order at sea is not only 
transnational over sea but also 
over land. 
• Landlocked

• But also flag states

• So good order at sea is extreme 
complex in Eastern Africa. 

• How do we institutionalized it
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Good order at sea as a norm

• Regional institutions 

• The institutional landscape i 
diverse. 
• IGAD

• EAC 

• EASF

• SADC

• COMESA 

• DCoC
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Three examples
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Conclusion

• Good order at sea is securitized 
differently depending on the 
threat and the state.

• Solution is not more institutions 
but more awareness

• Small ambitions better than 
waiting for a whole solution.
• National and institutional level
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