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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

 
Nuraan Davids is the Chairperson of, and a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Education Policy 

Studies in the Faculty of Education at Stellenbosch University. She holds a doctorate in Philosophy of 

Education. Her interests include democratic citizenship education, Islamic education and ethics in 

education, with a particular focus on educational policy, gender, theory and practice, management and 

leadership inquiry. She is an Associate Editor of the South African Journal of Higher Education; and is an 

Editorial Board Member of Ethics and Education – the international journal of the International Network 

of Philosophers of Education. Book publications include: Women, cosmopolitanism, and Islamic 

education: On the virtues of education and belonging (New York & London: Peter Lang, 2013); 

Citizenship, education and violence: On disrupted potentialities and becoming (co-authored) 

(Rotterdam/Boston/Taipei: Sense Publishers, 2013); Ethical dimensions of Muslim education (co-

authored) (New York & London: Palgrave Macmilllan, 2016); Educational leadership-in-becoming: On the 

potential of leadership in action (co-authored) (New York & London: Routledge, 2017). 
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& London: Peter Lang Publishing (forthcoming). 
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6. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2015) On speaking to violence in post-apartheid schools, Pedagogical 
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7. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2015) Maximalist Islamic education as a response to terror: Some 
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8.  Davids, N. (2015) Islam and multiculturalism in Europe: An exposition of a dialectical encounter. 

American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, 32(2): 31 -50. 

 

9. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2015) The invisible silence of race: On exploring some experiences of 
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11. Davids, N. (2015) Are Muslim women in need of Islamic feminism? British Journal of Religious 

Education, 37(3): 311 – 325.   
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15. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2013) Muslim education and its (in)commensurability with 

multiculturalism: Some thoughts on the imaginative madrassah. Policy Futures in Education, 12 

(1): 124-130. 

 

16. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2012) Combating terrorism through an education for democratic 

iteration. American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, 30(2): 1-20. 
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schools, Africa Education Review. 

 
3. Davids, N. (2016) When identity and leadership intersect: The experiences of six female 

principals in South Africa, Africa Education Review. 
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5. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2016) Democratic engagement as denudation: Moving beyond risk 

taking. South African Journal of Higher Education, 30(5): 1-10. 

 
6. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2016) Responding to violence in post-apartheid schools: On school 
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7. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. Y. (2016) Educational leadership as action: Towards an opening of 
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8. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2016) The limits of democratic citizenship education as initiation: 
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14. Davids, N. (2013) In recognition of our universal human condition: A response to Caduri’s 

universality plus difference South African Journal of Higher Education, 27(3): 561-570. 
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education (London: Routledge). 
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5. Davids, N. (2017) Global citizenship education, postcolonial identities, and a moral imagination. 
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7. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2017) Muslim Education and Ethics: On Autonomy, Community 

and (Dis)agreement. In Peters, M.A. Encyclopedia of Educational Philosophy and Theory. 

Springer. 

  

8. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2016) Towards a poststructuralist understanding of Islamic education. 

In Waghid, Y. & Higgs, P. (ed.) Reader in philosophy of education, Juta. (In press) 

 

9. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2016) Rationality and education: On releasing imaginative human 
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10. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2016) Towards an African university in becoming: Positive risk, hope 

and imagination. In Barnett, R. & Peters, M.A. (eds.) New trends in university education, London: 

Routledge. (In press).  

 

11. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2016) Islamisation and democratization of knowledge in Muslim 

majority contexts: Towards a new imaginary of democratic citizenship. In: Memon, N & Zaman, 

M. (ed.). Philosophies of Islamic education: Historical perspectives and emerging discourses, 

(New York and London: Routledge) pp. 220 – 235.    

 

12. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2014) Indigenous knowledge, Muslim education and cosmopolitanism: 

In pursuit of knowledge without borders. In: Van Wyk, B. & Adeniji-Neill, D. (eds.) Indigenous 

concepts of education: Toward elevating humanity for all learners (New York: Palgrave-

MacMillan) pp. 101-112. 

 

13. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2014) An introduction to an examination of the university in turbulent 

political times: On cultivating a community of responsibility. In: Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (eds.). 

The University During Times of Strife. (London: Routledge) pp. 6-9. 

  

14. Waghid, Y & Davids, N. (2014) The Arab Spring: An opportunity to remould the scepticism. In: 

Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (eds.). The University During Times of Strife (London: Routledge), pp. 

26-29. 

  



 

15. Davids, N. (2014) Muslim women and cosmopolitanism: Reconciling the fragments of identity, 

participation and belonging. In: Chapman, J., McNamara, S., Reiss, M. & Waghid, Y. (eds.) 2014. 

International Handbook for Learning, Teaching and Leadership in Faith-based Schools 

(Dordrecht: Springer Press), pp. 435–452. 

 

16.  Davids, N. (2014) Women, identity and religious education: A path to autonomy or dependence? 

In: Chapman, J., McNamara, S., Reiss, M. & Waghid, Y. (eds.) 2014. International Handbook for 

Learning, Teaching and Leadership in Faith-based Schools (Dordrecht: Springer), pp. 453–469. 
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Citizenship Education around the world: Local contexts and global possibilities. London: 

Routledge, pp. 165-179. 
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1. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2016) The migrant predicament as ‘denudated’ challenge to philosophy 

of education: Towards a notion of ‘spiritual’ justice, South African Journal of Philosophy.  

 

2. Davids, N. (2016), On the (ir)reconcilability between post-apartheid curricular reform and 

democratic citizenship education, Prospects. 

 

3. On the worthwhileness of the ACE: a case study of four principals, South African Journal of 

Higher Education (co-authored). 
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1. Davids, N.  (2016) Deliberation, belonging and inclusion: towards ethical teaching in a 

democratic South Africa – Symposium:  Ethical deliberation in teacher education: talking across 

philosophical divisions (In Saito, N. & Hodgson, N. Eds.) International Network of Philosophers of 

Education 15th Biennial World-Conference: Philosophy as translation and the understanding of 

other cultures. 17 – 20 August 2016 (Warsaw, Poland: University of Warsaw). 

 

2. Davids, N. (co-authored) (2014) On violation, violence and citizenship in post-apartheid schools. 

(In: Ramaekers, S. & Noens (eds.) International Network of Philosophers of Education 14th 

Biennial World-Conference: Old and new generations in the 21st century, 20-23 August 2014) 

(Cosenza, Italy: University of Calabria) pp. 72-81 

 

3. Davids, N. (2013) Democratic citizenship as a debt account of gratitude. Philosophy of Education 

Society of Great Britain: Annual conference. New College, Oxford University, 22-24 March. 

 

4. Davids, N. (2013) I am therefore I belong: Fulfilling a conception of citizenship from within the 

self. (In: Gouws, F.E. & Wolhuter, C.C. (eds.) SAERA Conference Proceedings: Educational 



 

Research in South Africa: Practices and Perspectives), (Southern Africa: Oxford University Press), 

pp. 38 – 47. 

 

5. Davids, N. (2012) Narratives and knowledge: autoethnography as a subjective space of 

knowledge production. (In: Todd, S. (ed.) International Network of Philosophers of Education 

13th Biennial Conference: Passion, Commitment and Justice in Education, 15-18 August 2012 

(Ethiopia: Addis Ababa University), pp. 220-222.  

 

 

Paper presentations (19) 
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pedagogy Philosophy of Education Society of Great Britain: Annual conference. New College, 

Oxford University, 30 March – 2 April. 

2. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2016) Educational leadership in becoming: A commentary on student 
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3. Davids, N.  (2016) Deliberation, belonging and inclusion: towards ethical teaching in a 

democratic South Africa – Symposium:  Ethical deliberation in teacher education: talking across 

philosophical divisions (In Saito, N. & Hodgson, N. Eds.) International Network of Philosophers of 

Education 15th Biennial World-Conference: Philosophy as translation and the understanding of 

other cultures. 17 – 20 August 2016 (Warsaw, Poland: University of Warsaw) 

 

4. Davids, N. (2016) Keynote address: Women and identity in educational leadership. Regional 

Teachers’ Awards: Overberg region. 13 August, Grabouw, Cape Town. 

 

5. Davids, N. & Waghid Y. (2016) Beyond democratic citizenship education: Cultivating risk-taking. 
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6. Davids, N. (2016) On why writing matters. Research Seminar, Faculty of Education, Stellenbosch 

University. 

 
7. Davids, N. (2016) Does the failure or retention of learners improve their learning? An ethical 

consideration of learning. Education Association of Southern Africa (EASA): Dealing with 

educational inequalities in the age of measurement in South Africa – chasing numbers versus 

supporting students to succeed, 17 – 20 January, 2016, Hermanus, Western Cape, South Africa. 

 

8. Davids, N. (2016) On the (ir)reconcilability between post-apartheid curricular reform and 

democratic citizenship education. Education Association of Southern Africa (EASA): Dealing with 

educational inequalities in the age of measurement in South Africa – chasing numbers versus 

supporting students to succeed, 17 – 20 January, 2016, Hermanus, Western Cape, South Africa. 

 

9. Davids, N. (2015) Does the Advanced Certificate in Education (ACE) address the needs of female 

principals in South African schools? American Educational Research Association (AERA): Toward 

Justice: Culture, Language, and Heritage in Education Research and Praxis, 16 - 20 April, 2015, 

Chicago, Illinois 

 

http://www.aera.net/LinkClick.aspx?link=15492&tabid=10208&portalid=38&mid=28509
http://www.aera.net/LinkClick.aspx?link=15492&tabid=10208&portalid=38&mid=28509


 

10. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2015) Higher Education as a Pedagogical Site for Citizenship Education, 

American Educational Research Association (AERA): Toward Justice: Culture, Language, and 

Heritage in Education Research and Praxis, 16 - 20 April, 2015, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

 

11. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2015) The invisible silence of race: On exploring some experiences of 

minority group teachers at South African schools,  Association of Educational Development in 

Africa (AEDA) Symposium, 13 – 15 April 2015, Breakwater Lodge (Protea Hotel), Waterfront, 

Cape Town. 

 

12. Davids, N. (2015) Violence in South African schools: On re-storying the story, Association of 

Educational Development in Africa (AEDA) Symposium, 13 – 15 April 2015, Breakwater Lodge 

(Protea Hotel), Waterfront, Cape Town. 

 

13. Davids, N. (co-authored) (2014) On violation, violence and citizenship in post-apartheid schools. 

International Network of Philosophers of Education 14th Biennial World-Conference: Old and new 

generations in the 21st century, 20-23 August 2014 (Cosenza, Italy: University of Calabria)  

 

14. Davids, N. (2014) Ke/ynote address: Challenges facing Muslim education in South Africa. 

International Peace College of South Africa (IPSA), graduation ceremony, March 2014, Cape 
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15. Davids, N. (2013) On the (in)humanity of language of educational measurement. Philosophy of 

Education Society of Australasia: Measuring Up in Education. Melbourne, Melbourne Graduate 

School of Education, 6-9 December. 

 

16. Davids, N. (2013) Islam and multiculturalism: An exposition of a dialectical encounter. European 

Conference on Educational Research. Istanbul, Bahςesehir University, 9-13 September. 

 

17. Davids, N. (2013) Democratic citizenship as a debt account of gratitude. Philosophy of Education 

Society of Great Britain: Annual conference. New College, Oxford University, 22-24 March. 

 

18. Davids, N. (2013) I am therefore I belong: Fulfilling a conception of citizenship from within the 

self. South African Education Research Association: The state of play in educational research in 

South Africa: practices and perspectives, Bella-Bella (Warmbaths), Pretoria, 28-30 January. 

 

19. Davids, N. (2012) Narratives and knowledge: autoethnography as a subjective space of 

knowledge production. The International Network of Philosophers of Education 13th Biennial 

Conference: Passion, Commitment and Justice in Education, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia, 15-

18 August.  
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1. Davids, N. (2016) ‘I am not my hair’, and the quest for a moral imagination. Stellenbosch 

University: Faculty of Education Research Bulletin. 

 

2. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2016) History of South African student protests reflects inequality’s 

grip, The Conversation. 

http://www.aera.net/LinkClick.aspx?link=15492&tabid=10208&portalid=38&mid=28509
http://www.aera.net/LinkClick.aspx?link=15492&tabid=10208&portalid=38&mid=28509
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4. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2016) Educational leadership, transformation and the socially relevant 
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5. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2016) How to unlock the value of Islamic ethics in a violent, dangerous 
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6. Davids, N. (2016) On reconciling curricular reform with teaching democratic citizenship 

education. Stellenbosch University: Faculty of Education Research Bulletin. 

 

7. Davids, N. (2014) Improving the service of principals. Stellenbosch University: Research 

Showcase 2014 (Stellenbosch University: SUNPress). 

 

8. Davids, N. & Waghid, Y. (2014) Constructive ways to deal with violence, Mail and Guardian, 
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9. Waghid, Y. & Davids, N. (2013) Citizenship education and violence in schools. Stellenbosch 

University: Research Showcase (Stellenbosch University: SUNPress). 

 

10. Davids, N. (2014) Challenges facing Muslim education in South Africa, Muslim Views, May 2014. 
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