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I completed my postgraduate training in 2000 in the Department 
of the Veterinary Tropical Diseases at Pretoria University. I have 
always been interested in animal diseases and parasites. More 
recently I have started to research various aspects pertaining to 
parasite ecology and have included regional scale 
phylogeographic patterns. My interest is macroparasites, but I 
also have an interest in viruses, protozoa and bacteria. The 
target host species mainly include rodents and insectivores. I 
am fortunate to have an extended network of collaborators from 
across the globe, who is involved in my research programme. 
My personal feeling is that a multidisciplinary research approach 
facilitates high quality and often novel research, with the 
potential for cutting-edge peer-reviewed publications.  
 
 

 
Current postgraduate students and postdocs: 
 
 
PhD: 
 
Engelbrect, A. Comparative phylogeography of the four-striped mouse, Rhabdomys pumilio 
(Rodentia: Muridae), its host-specific parasite, the sucking louse Polyplax arvicanthis 
(Phthiraptera: Anoplura), and a generalist mite Laelaps giganteus (Acari, Mesostigmata) – 
Graduate March 2016 
 
Kerr, T.J. Assessing inter-pride contact in the lion populations of the Kruger National Park 
through the use of the Feline Immunodeficiency Virus.  
 
Spickett, A. Helminth diversity in Rhabdomys species across South Africa and the role of co-
occurring small mammals species in shaping community patterns.  
 
Nyangiwe, N. Species composition and geographic distribution of ticks (Acari: Ixodidae) on cattle 
grazing in different farming systems in the temperate regions of Eastern Cape Province of South 
Africa. 
 
Espinaze, M. Establishing the effect of parasites on the health status, nesting behaviour and 
colony dynamics of African penguins (Spheniscus demersus). 
 
 
Postdocs: 
Du Toit, N. Phylogenetic relationship among members within the genus Polyplax (Anoplura) on 
small mammals in southern Africa. 
 
Van der Mescht, L. The ecology of Siphonaptera of rodents (Family Muridae) in South Africa  
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