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About Stellenbosch University 
Standing side by side with the town’s sturdy old oak trees for a hundred years, Stellenbosch 

University is a leading research-intensive university on the African continent. The University, 
established in 1918, has five campuses, 10 faculties, and a vibrant and cosmopolitan 

community of more than 30 000 undergraduate and postgraduate students, including 
more than 4 000 international students from over 100 countries. The university is also 

home to more than 3 300 full-time staff members.

Where we are
Stellenbosch is located in the Western Cape province of South Africa, in 

the most southern part of Africa. The University is about 50 km from 
Cape Town and 30 km from Cape Town International Airport. 

Vision 2040: 
Stellenbosch University will be Africa’s leading research-  

intensive  university,   globally recognised as excellent, 
inclusive and innovative, where we advance         

knowledge in service of society. 

FAST FACTS

Campuses: 5
Faculties: 10

Total number of undergraduate 
students: 20 272

Total number of postgraduate         
students: 10 456

International students: 3 229

Academic personnel: 1383
Non-academic personnel: 3204

Postdoctoral fellows: 320

Ranked under the top 251–300 universities by the Times 

Higher Education World University 

Rankings 2020 occupying the third spot among leading 

universities in South Africa.

Stats: October 2020



Our academic calendar
The academic year consists of two semesters: mid- 
January to mid-June and mid-July to end November. Each 
semester has a mid-term break (around April for            
semester one and September for semester two).

Language requirements
Students must have a good verbal and written command
of the English language in order to successfully participate 
in the academic programme offering.

Fees
Full-degree:  Please contact suifinance@sun.ac.za for all 
financial enquiries.

Non-degree:  Please contact gecfinance@sun.ac.za for 
all financial enquiries.

Visas
All non-South African students coming to campus require 
a valid study visa to enrol. You should lodge your             
application in your country of origin and await the 
outcome before travelling to South Africa.

Research Excellence
Stellenbosch University (SU) has set itself the vision to be Africa’s leading research-intensive university. 

According to the Department of Higher Education and Training, Stellenbosch University is nationally the most productive 
university in terms of weighted research outputs (research publications, masters and doctoral degrees awarded) per 
capita.

SU currently has a total of 51 research chairs that form part of the National Research Foundation (NRF) South 
African Research Chair Initiative (SARChI) and are funded by the national Department of Science and Technology 
(DST). These chairs focus on areas in which SU is regarded a leader. SU is also home to seven Centres of Excellence, 
four of which are established by the DST.

SU is a founding partner of the African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA). The alliance of 16 African 
universities promotes and strengthens research on the continent. SU has a total of 484 NRF rated scientists in the 
country, including 14 A-rated researchers who are regarded as world leaders in their respective fields of research.On 
average, SU researchers collaborate in 120 registered active projects in 21 African countries with 52 African 
collaborators and/or institutions per year.

The African Doctoral Academy (ADA) supports Africa`s next generation of researchers offering high quality 
research support to prospective and current doctoral candidates, their supervisors and post-doctoral researchers 
from across Africa. Between 2012 and 2018, more than 5000 doctoral students and lecturers from universities in 
various African countries have participated in Summer and Winter Schools offered by the ADA.

SU also has a range of unique offerings. One of the latest additions is the recently established School for Data Science 
and Computational Thinking. The School aims to be a world-class institution in the facilitation of non-conventional, 
trans-faculty and interdisciplinary approaches to teaching and research in data science and computational thinking at SU.

Read more about research at Stellenbosch University here: www.sun.ac.za/research 

More information about the ADA here: 
www.sun.ac.za/ada 



AGRISCIENCES
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/agri

Agricultural Economics, Agronomy, Animal Sciences,   
Conservation Ecology, Food Science, Forest and Wood 
Science, Genetics, Horticultural Sciences, Plant Pathology, 
Soil Science, Viticulture & Oenology, Experimental Farms

ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/arts

Drama, Music, Visual Arts, African Languages, Afrikaans and 
Dutch, Ancient Studies, English, General Linguistics, 
Modern Foreign Languages, Geography and Environmen-
tal Studies, History, Information Science, Journalism, 
Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Social Work, 
Sociology and Social Anthropology

ECONOMIC AND MANAGEMENT SCIENCES
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/economy

Accountancy, Business Management, Economics, Industrial 
Psychology, Logistics, Statistics & Actuarial Science

EDUCATION
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/education

Curriculum Studies, Education Policy Studies, Educational 
Psychology, Sport Science

ENGINEERING 
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/eng

Civil Engineering, Electrical and Electronic, Industrial, 
Mechanical and Mechatronic, Process (Chemical)

LAW
http://blogs.sun.ac.za/law/

Mercantile Law, Public Law, Private Law

MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/healthsciences

Anaesthesiology and Critical Care, Interdisciplinary 
Health Sciences, Medicine, Biomedical Sciences, Medical 
Imaging and Clinical Oncology, Paediatrics and Child 
Health, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Psychiatry, Pathology, 
Surgical Sciences

MILITARY SCIENCE
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/milscience    

Human Resource Development, Geospatial Studies and 
Information Systems, Security and Africa Studies, School 
for Science and Technology, School for Organisation and 
Resource Management

SCIENCE
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/science

Biochemistry, Botany and Zoology, Chemistry and 
Polymer Sciences, Earth Sciences, Mathematical Sciences 
(Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Computer Science), 
Microbiology, Physics, Physiological Sciences

THEOLOGY
www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/theology

Old & New Testament (ONT), Systematic 
Theology & Ecclesiology (STE), Practical Theology 
& Missiology (PTM)

As one of the most technologically innovative campuses in South Africa, Stellenbosch University is an excellent choice for 
undergraduate and postgraduate studies. International students can choose from a wide variety of programmes, coupled with 
outstanding facilities for  teaching, learning and research. Students can enrol for Bachelor’s, Honours, Postgraduate Diplomas, 
Master’s or PhDs in any of our ten faculties. These are:

Please see the following websites for programme 
offering, language and specific requirements: www.maties.com and www.sun.ac.za/pgstudies.

Degree seeking students 



Exchange students
Students from partner universities can apply to study for a 
semester or two on exchange. Prospective exchange 
students must be nominated by their home institution to 
participate in an exchange. Exchange students are eligible 
to qualify for predetermined tuition waivers.

Freemovers
Students enrolled at education institutions anywhere in 
the world are eligible to apply for a semester or two to 
study abroad as a Freemover student at Stellenbosch 
University. Freemovers take up to 60 South African credits 
per semester (30 ECTS/15 USA credits) for the purpose 
of transferring academic credits back to their home 
university. Fees are payable per semester.

Research Students
As an excellent research university with great facilities, the 
institution attracts students for short research visits. 
Students have the opportunity to apply to work on their 
research or join a research group under the guidance of an 
academic host.

Summer programmes
Annually, we host two summer schools focussing on social 
and development issues respectively. These are open to 
bachelor’s and master’s students.

For more information visit www.sun.ac.za/summerschools

Academic Courses
Non-degree seeking students may follow courses for 
credit from various departments provided that they are 
available in English or from a tailored offering Global 
Education Programmes (GEP). Students must meet the 
course admission requirements. A maximum course load 
is 60 South African credits per semester.

Community Interaction
Community Interaction is an important strategic focus for 
Stellenbosch University. Visiting international students can 
join the International Students Organisation Stellenbosch 
(ISOS) and volunteer for various community interaction 
activities. Students can also apply to follow a credit bearing 
semester course – Learning for Sustainable Community 
Engagement (LSCE). 

Non-degree seeking students 

Application procedure, deadlines and more information can be found here: 
www.sun.ac.za/international

Our academic calendar
The academic year consists of two semesters: mid- 
January to mid-June and mid-July to end November. Each 
semester has a mid-term break (around April for
semester one and September for semester two).

Language requirements
Students must have a good verbal and written command 
of the English language in order to successfully participate 
in the academic programme offering.

Fees
Full-degree: Please contact suifinance@sun.ac.za for all 
financial enquiries.

Non-degree: Please contact gecfinance@sun.ac.za for all 
financial enquiries.

Visas
All non-South African students coming to campus require 
a valid study visa to enrol. You should lodge your
application in your country of origin and await the 
outcome before travelling to South Africa.



Stellenbosch University and the town at large offer students a host of activities. Its diverse inhabitants provide for a vibrant 
student life. The numerous student clubs, societies, sporting activities and cultural events will keep you busy the whole time 
you are here. Here is a glimpse of what student life is like at Stellenbosch.

Living in Stellenbosch

Entertainment
Stellenbosch is a vibrant town with a lot of activities on 
offer for everybody – from young to old! From an eclectic 
mix of restaurants and pubs, to picturesque wine farms, 
theatres to music halls, you will always find something to 
keep you entertained in Stellenbosch.

Sport and recreation
If you enjoy sport, Stellenbosch University is the ideal 
place to study. The university prides itself on its history of 
outstanding sporting achievements. Sport offered at the 
university are: athletics, badminton, basketball, canoeing, 
cricket, cross-country, cycling, diving, fencing, golf,         
gymnastics, hockey, horse-riding, judo, marksmanship, 
netball, parachuting, rowing, rugby, soccer, squash, surfing, 
swimming, synchronised swimming, table tennis, tennis, 
triathlon, underwater sports, volleyball, water polo and 
wrestling.

Societies
Students may choose to join a wide variety of societies, 
established and run by students who share a common 
interest. These include social awareness, religious, cultural, 
political and recreational societies.

Facilities
Stellenbosch University boasts world-class facilities. The 
Stellenbosch University Library is one of the biggest 
subterranean libraries in the world. It has state of the art 
research commons for postgraduate students with 
seminar rooms, lounge and computer work areas. Several 
computer centres on campus provide computers with 
internet access. Campus residences are on par with the 
best in the world, offering a home away from home 
experience for local and international students, subject to 
availability

Accommodation
Accommodation is offered in two forms:

Those administered by the University
– in the form of furnished apartments. Students provide
their own bedding and crockery at Academia. Concordia
students can rent bedding and crockery. Computer
network points are provided in all units.

Those offered by agents or private owners.





Rooted in Africa, 
global in reach. 

Stellenbosch University (SU) is continuously ranked as one of the top 
research universities in South Africa attracting students from all over the 

world. Students from more than 100 countries, from as far as China, 
Switzerland, Australia, Gabon, Russia and Colombia, roam our campuses, 

making SU a truly international university. During their time in South Africa, 
international students are supported by Stellenbosch University International. 

The office offers a range of services, from logistical to academic and social.

Established in 1993, SU’s international office testifies to the institution’s long- 
standing commitment to internationalisation. Discover the world at Stellenbosch 

University!

What international students say
“I chose to study at Stellenbosch University because from what I saw the University 

is very student interest based, allowing you to be more than just a student number. It 
has a multitude of programs and classes and the campus in Stellenbosch is incredibly 

beautiful, inside and out. I feel that the learning environment really contributes to 
students overall performance.”

- Morgan Cornwall (Canada)

“Stellenbosch University is a world-class institution with an international outlook. I like the 
exceptional programs that are being offered. Education has always been a crucial aspect of my 

life and I particularly find Stellenbosch University conducive for learning.”
- Oluwadamilola Oluwusi (Nigeria)

“As a researcher at SU, you’ll have an excellent learning and research experience. Stellenbosch 
University is one of the leading universities in Africa and the University offers a state-of-art platform 

that is respected by employers and academics worldwide.”
- Dr Astik Biswas (India)



Our Institutional Partners

Africa

Asia and Pacific (including Russia and Turkey)

Europe (including UK) 

North America

South America 

Total number of institutional partners 

31 institutions in 21 countries

48 institutions in 14 countries

184 institutions in 25 countries

32 institutions in 3 countries

9 institutions in 3 countries

303 institutions in 66 countries

Conneting with the world 
With more than 100 partnerships on six continents, Stellenbosch University’s footprint reach far and wide. Through our 
partnership agreements, students and staff are granted a myriad of study and development opportunities all over the world. 

31
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