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Building Africa through
research collaboration

Stellenbosch University is working closely with fellow institutions
across the continent to find ‘African solutions to African problems’

HE PHRASE, “We are Africa”, has been
used to celebrate the founding of the
forerunner of the AU - the
Organisation of African Unity - on
May 25, 1963. But what exactly does

it mean?

More particularly, what does it mean for us, as
Stellenbosch University, and a structure such as
our Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences,
which is heavily engaged on our continent?

It would be easy to get lost in endless discus-
sions - so allow me to adapt a famous phrase of
Abraham Lincoln and say to my mind it simply
means we are a university “of the people, by the
people, for the people” of Africa.

I am not excluding anyone by saying this. On
the contrary, I am including everyone attached to
our higher-education institution here at the tip of
Africa. For, as President Jacob Zuma said at the
national Africa Day celebrations in Pretoria on
Sunday, “whoever is in Africa, is an African”

However, there is more than geography to us
saying we are Africa: 14 percent of the student
body of Stellenbosch University is made up of
people from 117 countries across the world, and
56 percent of them are from African countries
other than South Africa.

Our claim that we are Africa also goes beyond
demographics. We collaborate closely with fellow
institutions and individual researchers all over
our continent to find “African solutions to African
problems”.

This is the goal captured in the AU’s Agenda
2063, seeking to mobilise efforts towards “The
Africa We Want” in 50 years’ time. And health is
included in the first of the seven aspirations listed
in the agenda, namely to create a “Prosperous
Africa”. On such a continent, the agenda says, all
people should enjoy “sound health and well-
being”.

This is very important, because on all health
indicators, Africa lags behind the rest of the world
(KPMG, 2013, The State of Healthcare in Africa).
For instance, life expectancy in Africa is only 54
years versus 68 for the world on average. We only
have 2.3 physicians per 1 000 people versus the
world average of 14. Our under-5 mortality in
Africa is 107 versus 51 for the world on average.
And maternal mortality in Africa stands at 620
versus the world average of 260.
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