Publication: African Independent, Sport
Date: 10 Mar 2017

Page: 30

MICHELLE SIKES
AND NANA ADOM-ABOAGYE

SOUTH AFRICA fancies
itself to be passionate about
sport and over the past two
decades has launched a series of
Initiatives to promote women’s
participation. But itdoesn’t
have a great deal to show for it.
Women remain under-
represented in all sports in the
country. The best example 1s
at professional level where the
nation’s main sports, cricket,
rugby and football, have yet to
consider establishing domestic
leagues for women. This is in
marked contrast to England
and Australia, for example. In
England where cricket, rugby
and football also hold sway,
administrators have set up
professional leagues for women.
Australia also has leagues for
women in cricket, rugby and
football. India, too, is set to
launch a women's cricket league.
Although numbers are hard to
come by, the above comparison
shows how far women lag behind
in South Africa. This is despite the
fact that it has adopted a number
of declarations and passed laws
to remedy the situation. For
example, South Africa was one

of the first countries to adopt
the Brighton Declaration on
Women and Sport passed nearly
23 years ago to increase womens
participation in sport.

In addition, a number of
initiatives have been launched
to foster a sporting culture more
conducive to the involvement
of women. These included a
National Strategy for Women and
Sport which focused on both the
grassroots level, helping more
women to take part in sport, and
the elite level, supporting those
with potential to reach the highest
levels — the Olympics.

Policy statements from
the department of Sport and
Recreation South Africa also
articulate the importance of
providing equal opportunities for
women 11 Sport.

Fast forward to 2017 and
theres little to show for all this
activity. Our attempts to garner
more information about women
and sport in South Africa and
the countrys national strategy
have yielded few results. Data
on the number of women and
oirls participating in sport are
not readily available, despite the
requirement that all sport bodies
submit membership statistics to
the department of sport. Nor has

the department set out detailed
plans on-how it intendsto ensure
equal opportunity for women.

The South African government
has introduced laws to promote
equality, representation and
redress in sport. These include:

o The National-Sport and
Recreation Amendment Aet,
which was passed 10 years ago to
“redress the inequalities™in sport
and recreation in South Africa.
The act requires federations to
malke provision for women and
disabled people to participate at
the top level of sport.

e The South African White
Paper on Sport and Recreation
was released in 2012. Here,
the department commaitted to
putting “special emphasis” on
the inclusion and promotion of
priority groups, of which women
are one.

* The 2012 Transformation
Charter for South African
Sport identified women as a
marginalised group, calling
broadly for their increased access,
representation and opportunities
In Sport.

* The South African Sports
Confederation and Olympic
Committee (Sascoce), which
oversees high performance sport
in this country, developed an

-y

neglected

Operation Excellence programme
to provide financial support
to individuals identified as
potential future medal winners at
international competitions.
Olympic medallists, including
canoeist Bridgitte Hartley,
runner Caster Semenya and
javelin thrower Sunette Viljoen,
have all been benetficiaries of the
programme.
So where 1s the country now?
Parity between men and
women has not been achieved.
According to the most recent
document available on the Sascoc
website (updated October 2015),
of the Olympic athletes receiving
support, nine out of the 30
athletes (30% ) are women. Of the
20 coaches who work with these
athletes, three (15%) are women.
According to the department’s
latest strategic plan (2015 -
2020), current participation
levels of women and girls at
grassroots level is “particularly
poor, with few opportunities for
females to participate in sport at
schools and clubs.”
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