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Violence
against
women
is mostly
domestic

Elisabet le Roux

A WAR zone is less dangerous for
a woman than her home, Nearly a
third (30%) of women worldwide
experience violence at the hands
of their partners, according to the
World Health Organisation, the Lon-
don School of Hygiene and Tropic-
al Medicine and the South African
Medical Research Council.

Globally, about 38% of all women
murdered die at the hands of their
intimate partners. South Africa is
a case in point. According toa 2016
healthand democratic survey, a fifth
(21%)Y of women over 18 years old in
mumare relationships have expers-

physical violence! -
ne 6°% experienced sexual violence
from a parter.

And a retrospective national
study published in 2009 put the
South African mortality rate from
intimate partner violence at 8.8 per
100 000 women - twice:as high as the

S.

Shocking new findings show
that even in conflict-affected coun-
fries infamous for the high rates of
sexual violence where soldiers and
vebel fighters are a daily danger to
women, their husbands and boy-
friends ave the bigger threat

A baseline hm!se]wl{l sur-
vey done in the north-east of the
Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRE) showed that women reported
very high levels of intimate partner
violence — much higher than the
rate of sexual violence perpetrated
by milifias.

The baseline household survey
was done in 15 communities in the
Tturi province of the DRC and 769
people were interviewed

Tt was conducted by Tear-
fund and Heal Africa as part
of a project called “Engaging
with Faith Groups to Prevent
Violence Against Women and Girls
in Conflict-affected Communities”.

The project is funded by UK aid
from the UK government, via the
What Works te Prevent Violence
Against Women and Girls Global
Programme. The funds are man-
aged by the South African Medical
Research Council.

Attacks

The eastern DRC Is racked
by violence from different rebel
uroups. This has been going on for
decades, and the eastern DRC Is
known for high rates of violent sex-
ual attacks by soldiers and rebels.

The survey showed that
non-partner sexual violence - which
would include sexual violence by
scldiers and rebels - was very high.
More than 20% of women reported
non—parmer sexual violence within
thelas

“This I much higher than the
global figure of 7%

This oufeome 5 the sucwy
was expected. What wasn't was the
shocking finding that more than
two thirds (68.3%) of the women
who reported non-partrer sexual
violence in the last 12 months, said
the perpetrator was a known person
ora family member.

Only in 6% of the cases was the
perpetrator unknown.

As shocking was the very high
levels of intimate partner vio
Lence: 68.8% of women in relation-
ships who took part in the survey
reported having experienced some
formef inimate e violencein
the previous 12 months, as
e b scasally Viblatal by o
intimate partnerin the past year.

More than 68.2% of men in rela-
tionships reported perpetrating in-
timate partner viclence

While still under-researched,
there is evidence suggesting that
intimate partner violence increases
during times of armed contlict.

What this underscores is that
for many women all over the world,
their homes are the battlefront
Feminist theories explain that such
violence is o result of male power
within patriarchal society

Addressing this imbalance is
difficult. One passible avenue is
[l)rO\léﬂl‘Qllgwﬂ

is s able to influence behav-
iour and eilitate social change.
wwn that
religious institutions are usually
patriarchal, the opposite can also be
true.

Tearfund and Heal Afvica, ave
focusing on religious leaders to pre-
vent violence against women and
girls in Tturd province, and are bank-
ingon this. - The Conversation
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