Publication: CapeArgusEarly (Opinion)
Publication Date: 04 Oct 2017
Page: 9

AVE: 74777.47
Circulation: 29707
Part: 1 of 1

L ——

in the academic and personal develop-

ment of learners. This day also draws
attention to teachers’ rights and responsibilities
on a global scale.

In South Af] ('uin( ides with the Annual
National Teachers’ Awards which nr.knnw]edge
their significant l‘UIlll’lI)llUOll\ in the various cat-
egories in the field of education.

The focus of the UN's Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal (SDG) 4 recognises that teachers play
asignificant role in achieving the goals of the
2030 education agenda (Education 2030 Frame-
waork for Action). Qualified and passionate, they
are crucial in providing qlmht\ education and
support for all learners in an inclusive education
system. [t is therefore important that teachers be
supported in their quest to provide the best they
can, despite the contextual and systemic challen-
ges they may experience.

Having written a piece for World Teachers’ Day
before, this vear I want to acknowl ledge and valid-
ate the work done by those who provide addi-
tional support to pupils. This includes teachers
at primary and high schools who support pupils
with extra classes, etc in the afternoon.

Sometimes these efforts are voluntary and
not part of the whole school planning. In a more
official capacity, many primary schools in the
Western Cape and very few high schools have a
learning support post. These departmental posts
are mainly on an itinerant arrangement between
two or three schools.

The learning support teachers play a crucial
role in collaboration with mainstream teachers to
identify and provide additional support to pupils
who experience difficulties (barriers). Part of their
responsibility is to support teachers to help them
to identify and provide support to their pupils.

Class teachers are at the first level of identifi-
cation and support. Not all schools, particularly
high schools, have a learning support teacher. At
many of these high schools there are teachers who
assume these additional support duties in the
absence of an official learning support post. While
primary schools in the Western Cape have by now
awell-established learning support structure,
many high schools still struggle with the concept
of formal additional support.

While high schools are familiar with the pro-
cess of applying for concessions, such as extra
time for the Grade 12 exams, they are not yet
geared to identifying and supporting these needs
earlier in the schooling career. These concessions

VERY year on October 5, people across
the world celebrate World Teachers’ Day
to recognise the important role they play

STORY TIME: Margaux Bergman reads to grades 2 and 3 from the Zonneblom Boys' School.
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are also only approved for the matric exam ifa
pupil has a history of receiving assessment sup-
port. This is important because although pupils
who experience barriers to learning can apply for
adaptive/alternative procedures for the Grade

12 exams (Department of Education, 2008), it
can only be done if a process of identifieation was
preceded by recommendations of an educational
psychologist.

What is meant by a “learning difficulty”? Any-
body can experience a learning difficulty. Even
the highly intelligent may experience specific
learning difficulties such as with organisation,
writing, visual processing, reading or auditory
processing, ete.

Too often people see pupils who need addition-
al support as those who need to go to a special
school (another thorn in the flesh when randomly
and 1gnmamlvihm\m about).

3 brought about new challenges,
for high schools. As from 2018, all
we to complete the Screening, Identifi-
cation and Assessment Strategy (Sias) document.
As the name implies, it has as its aim the early
identification of learning barriers with the pros-
pect of receiving support. This is a cumbersome

process and needs collaboration of all role players.

Itinvolves the class teacher, school-based support
team, the district-based support team and the
parents. Many parents who have some knowledge
and have the financial means, have taken the

first step in initiating support for their child.

That means taking the child to a private educa-
tional psychologist.
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This is a costly exercise with the consequence
that for those who do not have the money, the
child would seldom receive the much needed
additional support from the school; specifically
high schools. In many cases, the financial burden
does not stop there. After identification by a pro-
fessional, parents often have to foot the bill for the
additional support. This can range from paying
for a reader, a scribe to an in-class assistant.

These support structures are recognised by the
Department of Edueation but not provided or
paid for in public schools. This is the case for both
primary and high schools. Again those who can-
not afford it have to go without the much needed
and deserved support. Besides the fact that this
can be costly for parents if done privately, ma
parents are not even aware that they can .lpph
for support.

Many ordinary public primary schools in
the Western Cape provide add
through learning support teache)
portive structures, However, these pupils can “fall
through the cracks” when they go to high school.
Little to no formal support structures in high
schools can lead to many of these pupils to drop
out of school. Hats-off to those high school teach-
ers who are actually doing everything in their
power, with limited resources and often little
understanding and support from thei

Currently, some teachers voluntari
function in addition to their core dut )
work closely with district education psychologists
who are too few to adequately fulfil the needs of
all the schools assigned to them.

Are our high schools ready to accept and sup-
port pupils who experience learning difficulties?
Are high schools ready for this process of early
identification and auppurt" If the policy of inclu-
sive education and the implementation of the Sias
process are to be truly successful, the department
of education has to come to the party.

Itis a faet that all schools need to be supported
to provide quality and equal education and sup-
port to all. High schools, in particular, too need
formal and official learning support posts to
co-ordinate support. While we understand that
itis costly, the department has to put its money
where its mouth is in providing or at least sub-
sidising support structures to pupils who qualify
for additional support, like scribes, readers, ete. It
makes no sense that this is only done during the
matric exam. If not, the poorest of the poor will
again be marginalised.

® Dr Lorna Dreyer is a senior lecturer in the
department of educational psychology at Stellen-
bosch University.
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